
THEY started out as the “young ones” in a small group 
made up of elderly folk.

Today, things have come full circle for the two couples  
in their early 50s who have been friends since  
their youth.

Small group leader, Fang Yea Yee and his wife Sin 
Guek, together with David Gwee and his wife Dawn, 
now �nd themselves in the position of being the senior 
members of the Grapevine small group, their current 
small group and one they have been with for the past 
decade.

�e four of them started Grapevine a�er leaving 
another small group that met in the Bishan area for 
about �ve years from the late 1990s. �is small group 
consisted mostly of elderly church members, “spiritual 
giants who shared their life experiences with us, 
studied the Bible lessons and enjoyed the vibrant 
fellowship,” said Sin Guek.

In the past few years, a role reversal of sorts has taken 
place for the four of them. Since 2009, Grapevine has 
grown to include �ve new members in their late 20s 
and early 30s, signi�cantly changing the demographics 
of the small group. Today, the 16-strong small group 
has an equal mix of those in the younger age bracket 
and those who are in the same age group as the Fangs 
and the Gwees.

�is infusion of young blood has been unexpected. 

Two members of the small group, David and Ivan 
Tan, are pastors at other Methodist churches while 
Ivan’s wife Kiem Kiok lectures at a theological college.

Jasmine �am said that she was initially intimidated 
when she �rst joined the group. “I was shocked that 
there were so many (spiritual) heavyweights,” she 
said. “But now I actually think it’s an advantage.”

She believes the diverse backgrounds and age groups 
the members come from have led to a greater level 
of openness and acceptance in the group. Sin Guek 
agreed. “All of us are very di�erent from each other 
but somehow there’s this space we give each other,” 
she said. 

“�ere’s a certain easiness in the group. You don’t 
have to be on your guard. You can just be yourself,” 
said Yea Yee.

And while the group meets only once a month, the 
ties that are fostered between members go beyond the 
super�cial. “We don’t need to meet very o�en. But it 
doesn’t mean that we don’t bond because of that,” said 
Jasmine.

“We don’t show it very much in this small group but 
we do care for one another, and we show it in small 
ways. Sometimes in my life I do sense that things are 
moving and I think it’s because of prayers by the small 
group members,” she said.

How the name Grapevine came about

A�er they le� the Bishan small group, the Fangs and 
the Gwees continued meeting together on an 
informal basis. For years, they did not have a name 
for their group and only started thinking seriously 
about a name when a number of people started 
calling their group the No Name small group. 

Inspiration came in the form of a restaurant in the 
Kovan area that they would o�en meet at. �e eatery 
was called Grapevine. But they eventually decided 
on the moniker because they found it an appropriate 
Biblical name.

But the diversity that a mixed-age group brings is 
something that its group members treasure.
 
“I must say I am surprised to �nd that our group is 
consisting of more and more 20 and 30-somethings. 

Long ago, when Yea Yee, Sin Guek, Dawn and I got 
together because of our friendship, I envisaged that 
similar ‘oldies’ would eventually become part of our 
group,” said David. 

“Now I am greatly encouraged by the presence of the 
younger ones. I am pleased to hear younger and more 
contemporary views when we go into discussion. I 
wouldn’t change our group, and I would say our 
multi-generational group is more fun than if it were 
just us oldies. Apologies to the over 50s!”

Younger members like Melissa Koh and Ng Con Nie 
say they have gained much from their friendships 
with the older group members.

“(From them), I can see the older generation’s 
perspective. �ey have been through things and they 
share them and we can learn from them because they 
have gone through them before,” said Melissa.

Con Nie added: “We can gel quite well even though 
we’re from di�erent backgrounds. It’s a very open 
group. �ere’s no pressure even though there are 
pastors around.”

What the small group means to them

I always believe we’re on a journey together. We will 
all be tested. Having fellowship together helps us. 
We’ll all have our own challenges and it’s always 
easier if you have support from your small group.” 

- Yea Yee

How the small group has encouraged and 

helped them

“ Four years ago, my parents passed away within six 
months of each other. Before I could recover from 
my dad’s passing, my mum became very ill with 
cancer and was in a bad state. �e small group 
rallied around us. �ere were a lot of prayers cover-
ing us. My father gave his life to God and my mum 
followed not knowing that she was going to go in a 
couple of months. It was a time that shook me (and 
so)… it was very heartening to know that we were 
not alone. It was so comforting to get SMS messages 
from the small group members to say ‘We’re praying 
for you.’(I appreciated) the group’s support, not only 
prayer but encouragement and knowing that they 
were there praying with me in the hospital and 
during my parents’ funerals.”

- Sin Guek

“I went through a lot of scary moments because of 
various health scares and had to go through many 
tests. �e group prayed for me. I was also working 
like crazy at one time and felt very stressed out. 
I always longed to come to small group because I 
always saw it as a sanctuary. It’s always been very 
good to be in this small group where I can just share 
my problems and have caring people pray for me.”

- Cho Mei Chan

SMALL GROUP CONNECT

Fruitful at All Ages

The Grapevine Small Group
by Amanda Yong

Grapevine meets once a month, on a Saturday afternoon, 

at the Fangs’ beautiful and tranquil home in the Kovan area. 

The writer is a Grapevine small group member who can 

testify to the Fangs’ hospitality and the warmth and

sincerity of the group’s members.

Singing praises to God at a small 

group meeting

Happy birthday! From left, Kiem 

Kwok, Ivan and Yea Yee.

Digging in ! From left, David, 

Charles, Amanda, Sin Guek, 

Eugenia, Hui Min, Mei Chan & Dawn

The young ‘uns Charlene, Con Nie 

and Melissa

More about small groups at TMC can be found at 

www.tmc.org.sg/smallgroup.html. Or contact 

Park Ming at Parkming@tmc.org.sg, Tel: 96717100
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