LETTERS TO THE

LESSONS FROM REVELATION 2-3

SERMON SERTES JUURNAL







THE 7 CHURCHES IN REVELATION

1. To The Church in Ephesus

Revelation 2:1-7

2.To The Church in Smyrna
Revelation 2:8-11

3.To The Church in Pergamum

Revelation 2:12-17

4.To The Church in Thyatira
Revelation 2:18-29

5.To The Church in Sardis

Revelation 3:1-6

6.To The Church in Philadelphia
Revelation 3: 7-13

7.To The Church in Laodicea
Revelation 3:14-22



INTRODUCING THE LETTERS TO THE CHURCHES IN REVELATION

The Book of Revelation contains seven letters addressed to seven churches in Asia
Minor (modern-day Turkey). They can be found in Revelation 2-3. The letters to the
seven churches reveals characteristics of the churches and also how they have
begun to reflect the values of the world and the society they live in, because of their
lack of vigilance against the values. The purpose of these letters were to address
each church in the areas of where they have been successful & faithful, but more
importantly, in the areas they have been lacking; and the letters summons the

church to repent and turn from their ways.
Who wrote The Book of Revelation?

John, the “beloved disciple”, is believed to be the author of the book of revelation.
Most scholars believed John recorded these visions while imprisoned on the island
of Patmos in the mid 90’s A.D. However, the divine author is Jesus Christ. This is
first and foremost “the revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to
his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his
angel to his servant John.” (Revelation 1:1-2) He is the source of the

revelations and it is through the Holy Spirit and

through the prophetic visions from Christ that
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How should we read Revelation?

We can read these letters as both pastoral as well as prophetic. These letters are
pastoral in that they are written to real churches, facing real issues. They are
written as warnings and exhortations to churches, in a time of trial and
persecution; yet also containing eschatological promises of the hope that awaits
them. These letters are also prophetic in that its message is for all churches

everywhere. It summons us to reflect on:

1. What were the churches doing wrong in their practices and their living?

2. What did the Church need to do as a response to this?

3. How can we live more fully in line with God’s purposes for His church and His
people?

How should we use this series journal?

The Author uses a common structure to address the churches. By identifying this

structure, it will help us to better grasp the point and purpose of the passage.

The Positives—Each letter begins with a commendation to the churches for doing
some things right. What were some of these positives that the churches were
upholding?

The Problem—Each letter continues by highlighting certain sins and wrongdoings

that the church was committing. What were they doing wrong?

The Point—Following the accusation of sins, each letter then summons the church
to do something as a response. What was the point the letter was trying to bring

across to the church?

The Promise—The letter closes with a promise to those who “overcome/conquer”.

What are the promises that awaits those who persevere and endure?

The Parallel—How are we like the church mentioned in revelation? What must we

do change?



WEEK |
T0 THE CHURCH IN EPHESUS
REVELATION 2:1-1

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds
the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the seven golden
lampstands.

2% know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you
cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call
themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. | know you are
enduring patiently and bearing up for my name's sake, and you have not
grown weary. “But | have this against you, that you have abandoned the love
you had at first. ° Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent,
and do the works you did at first. If not, | will come to you and remove your
lampstand from its place, unless you repent. ¢ Yet this you have: you hate the
works of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate. ”He who has an ear, let him hear

what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers | will grant to

eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’




The Positives—What was this church doing right?

The Problem—What was this church accused of doing wrongly?

The Point—What was the warning/judgment/exhortation that was given to this church?

The Promise—What was the promise given to those who does so?

The Parallel—How does all this relate and speak to us today?



WEEK
T0 THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA
REVELATION 2:8-11

8“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and
the last, who died and came to life.

?“| know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander
2 of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of
Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you
will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and | will give you the crown of

life. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the

churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death'’



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30711a

The Positives—What was this church doing right?

The Problem—What was this church accused of doing wrongly?

The Point—What was the warning/judgment/exhortation that was given to this church?

The Promise—What was the promise given to those who does so?

The Parallel—How does all this relate and speak to us today?



WEEK 3
T0 THE CHURCH IN PERGAMUM
REVELATION 2:12-17

'2“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who
has the sharp two-edged sword.

B“l know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is. Yet you hold fast my
name, and you did not deny my faith® even in the days of Antipas my faithful
witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. ' But | have a few
things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam,
who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that
they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. ® So

also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. “Therefore

repent. If not, | will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of
my mouth. "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who conquers | will give some of the hidden manna, and

| will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no

one knows except the one who receives it.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30715b

The Positives—What was this church doing right?

The Problem—What was this church accused of doing wrongly?

The Point—What was the warning/judgment/exhortation that was given to this church?

The Promise—What was the promise given to those who does so?

The Parallel—How does all this relate and speak to us today?



\WEEK 4
T0 THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA
REVELATION 2:18-23

8“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of
God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished
bronze.

7%l know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance,
and that your latter works exceed the first. 2 But | have this against you, that
you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat
food sacrificed to idols. #'| gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent
of her sexual immorality. 22 Behold, | will throw her onto a sickbed, and those
who commit adultery with her | will throw into great tribulation, unless they
repent of her works, 2 and | will strike her children dead. And all the
churches will know that | am he who searches mind and heart, and | will give
to each of you according to your works. ?*But to the rest of you in Thyatira,
who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep
things of Satan, to you | say, | do not lay on you any other burden. # Only hold
fast what you have until | come. #The one who conquers and who keeps my
works until the end, to him | will give authority over the nations, ¥ and he
will rule’d them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces,
even as | myself have received authority from my Father. 22 And | will give

him the morning star. 2 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says

to the churches'



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30729c

The Positives—What was this church doing right?

The Problem—What was this church accused of doing wrongly?

The Point—What was the warning/judgment/exhortation that was given to this church?

The Promise—What was the promise given to those who does so?

The Parallel—How does all this relate and speak to us today?



WEEK 3
T0 THE CHURCH IN SARDIS
REVELATION 3:1-6

"“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the
seven spirits of God and the seven stars.

“l know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are
dead. 2Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for | have not
found your works complete in the sight of my God. * Remember, then, what you

received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, | will come like a
thief, and you will not know at what hour | will come against you. “Yet you have
still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they
will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. *The one who conquers will be
clothed thus in white garments, and | will never blot his name out of the book of

life. | will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. ¢He who has

an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’




The Positives—What was this church doing right?

The Problem—What was this church accused of doing wrongly?

The Point—What was the warning/judgment/exhortation that was given to this church?

The Promise—What was the promise given to those who does so?

The Parallel—How does all this relate and speak to us today?



\WEEK 6
T0 THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA
REVELATION 3:7-13

7“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy
one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut,
who shuts and no one opens.
8“| know your works. Behold, | have set before you an open door, which no
one is able to shut. | know that you have but little power, and yet you have
kept my word and have not denied my name. ? Behold, | will make those of the
synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, |
will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn
that | have loved you. " Because you have kept my word about patient
endurance, | will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole
world, to try those who dwell on the earth. "l am coming soon. Hold fast
what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. ?The one who
conquers, | will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go
out of it, and | will write on him the name of my God, and the nhame of the city
of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of

heaven, and my own new name. ® He who has an ear, let him hear what the

Spirit says to the churches.’




The Positives—What was this church doing right?

The Problem—What was this church accused of doing wrongly?

The Point—What was the warning/judgment/exhortation that was given to this church?

The Promise—What was the promise given to those who does so?

The Parallel—How does all this relate and speak to us today?



WEEK 7
T0 THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA
REVELATION 3:14-22

““And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of

the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's creation.

B “] know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were
either cold or hot! " So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, |
will spit you out of my mouth. 7 For you say, | am rich, | have prospered, and |

need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked. | counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be
rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of
your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you
may see. " Those whom | love, | reprove and discipline, so be zealous and
repent. 2 Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, | will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. Z?The
one who conquers, | will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as | also

conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. 2 He who has an ear,

let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”




The Positives—What was this church doing right?

The Problem—What was this church accused of doing wrongly?

The Point—What was the warning/judgment/exhortation that was given to this church?

The Promise—What was the promise given to those who does so?

The Parallel—How does all this relate and speak to us today?
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