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and sojourners?

For we are strangers before you and sojourners,
as all our fathers were. (1 Chronicles 29:15)

As we celebrate our bicentennial, we should be
reminded of Singapore’s early beginnings as a place
of hope for strangers and sojourners.

Our forefathers originated from many places
near and far. They came in search of a new begin-
ning and a better life. Many of them did not have
high aspirations beyond the hope of a decent job
and a safe place to raise a family.

We salute the early strangers and sojourners.
They toiled to build Singapura on their backs,
literally. For example, some of our city’s historical
buildings were the hard work of convict labourers
from India.

Today, strangers and sojourners are still stream-
ing into Singapore from all directions. Like those
before them, they contribute to our nation-building
efforts in significant ways. As you go about Singa-
pore, take note of how many sojourners are hard
at work building and beautifying our city, keeping it
clean and green.

These are the unsung heroes of Singapore’s
on-going development. We owe them a tribute of
gratitude.

While sojourners do not share all the citizenship
rights and privileges of Singaporeans, they have the
same spiritual rights as everyone.

Remember, each sojourner is a person of
intrinsic worth, created in the image of God.

Each one has the right to encounter Jesus and
become a born-again child of God.

We owe them the Good News of God’s love.
The local church should be their first port of call.

In fact, according to God’s Word, we are to treat
them lovingly as equals, as family, as one of us:

Celebration of Hope
Committee

e Do not mistreat foreigners who are living in
your land. Treat them as you would an Israelite, and
love them as you love yourselves. Remember that
you were once foreigners ... (Leviticus 19:33-34 GNT)

e You must see that justice is done, and must
show kindness and mercy to one another. Do not
oppress widows, orphans, foreigners who live
among you, or anyone else in need. (Zechariah 7:9
GNT)

e | am the Lord, and | consider all people the
same, whether they are Israelites or foreigners living
among you. (Numbers 15:16 GNT)

Indeed, may our local churches reflect the big
heart of God for all peoples. May we be havens of
shalom for sojourners representing diverse creeds
and cultures.

A vast majority have never heard the Gospel, not
even once! May we welcome them warmly into the
House of God and into our homes.

From one human being he created all races of
people and made them live throughout the whole
earth. He himself fixed beforehand the exact times
and the limits of the places where they would live.
He did this so that they would look for him, and
perhaps find him as they felt around for him.
(Acts 17:26-27 GNT)

This article has been reproduced with the
permission of the Celebration of Hope committee.

Celebration of Hope is about Christians in
Singapore rallying together and reaching out
to share Jesus Christ with friends and relatives.
The message they are proclaiming is that Jesus
Christ is the one name in which everyone can
have solid hope. Celebration of Hope rallies
(17-19 May, National Stadium) have ended but
personal evangelism continues. "For | am not
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes"

Best Brother Cver

Theo van Gogh was the younger brother of
Vincent van Gogh, the famous Post-Impressionist
painter.

| am certain Vincent owed much to his
brother Theo. If not for Theo van Gogh, no one
today would remember Vincent van Gogh.

In his early life, Vincent van Gogh was a lousy
painter. He had no talent. He showed no promise.
He failed in his attempt as an art dealer. He failed
even more miserably as a missionary in southern
Belgium. For most of his life, he was ill and alone,
coping with severe mental, emotional, social and
financial problems.

Many things went against Vincent. There was
only one thing going for him. He had the best
brother ever. If not for Theo, his life would have
been even harder and certainly much shorter.

Theo loved his brother and supported him
financially. Every month, he sent money that he
himself could barely afford, to Vincent who would
otherwise have starved to death.

He held up Vincent emotionally by writing and
keeping up a very long correspondence with him
during those terrible years of misery, depression
and insanity.

Theo supported Vincent to do the only thing he
was passionate about - painting.

Theo literally invested his time, money,
patience and loving support in his brother, even
though no one thought Vincent had any promise,
potential or possibility of producing anything of
significance.
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Rev Sng Chong Hui

The world needs a Theo.

Whenever you feel like you have wasted your
time, effort and counsel on someone who keeps
failing over and over, think of Theo van Gogh.

Without Theo van Gogh, no one would know
Vincent van Gogh. Vincent had the best brother
ever.

Without Barnabas, no one would know Saul
or Paul (Acts 9:26-27). Paul had the best brother
ever.

Without Barnabas, we would not have the
Gospel by Mark (Acts 15:36-41). John Mark had
the best brother ever.

The church needs brothers like Theo and
Barnabas.

Are you the best brother ever to someone?

You can be that best brother / sister to some-
one by being in a Discipleship Group, accountable
to, and accountable for, another.
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This 1887 portrait by
Vincent van Gogh,
long thought to be a

self-portrait, was
reassessed in 2011

to be his brother, /
Theo van Gogh g

(Credit: Wikipedia)

R RN R ==

ST e e e e e e e



812N EH. KHOONAWFEELE. L
BN T BRGHEE, ASEE, RA
—ACR, BEFWHESRTFTLELX
R EF S6ER,

-

FREEXFIZANEGLSE, REZHALA
Z2H Lk ZAESSFOAL, TRLED
—RPNROHE L. ERLHEET T
A, XHE, At EdF—F T
A, R RAVRE LR AL B A 5 E 69 F
I¥, S HRAEXRE5GBALRE, 5
LRy FAGE. EFHG—F, KM
MAE L B BITFE, AT H R KL
H A

KR ERA, T#HHE KA A KL Corner
Housefiz e3¢ £, T &, RMYG LFK K
KRG RFJE, LA A SHINL G HA
HIikAZ, pFHEMNOECERZEZR,
K, BRTHEINGZAHATEREE, &M
ML 5 AT TR AN M R K. Hob, RAMA
AR ERE S, EXS5RMNaER,
B B3 545 AE A M,

A5, (a8 ka5 % U wi1e 2 4
WMAEARY, REBHEREINE FIANAHE
Ba. NUMEMIBToHE, TREER
WRRBEZTHIF, TARSVHFEEZXH
ko MEASFSAL, RAUTAE LK E
Ji WA

6A198, &4]]”4?17{1%;@,&&%{]]%
EMAAFL AN CE, MAEEXY, A
REHG—MRBL? REFHR WY mE
o KAV B, 2 RANFEZ LFHE
BRI, ML IFIF R

Li Cai Yun

FREMNG, FREAARSOFH
o TR, ZTEMENAERE, BARIRE
HeEMAZET, RAMKKHG DR Hde [ —
aaegkK, SEERXREMGHS, “F
EE N ‘AEAE . MALEm T

#BOoR, RMEIZLHE. — Wk
&k, REAEEREEK. 66305, B
P ] SMR SR R BT EATRG S TR R %
R BIMESERD? T —E— A&,
E XD HOLBRMN—FFLH, —@AES
2L R, R —5—Feid X T,
AW B LR A E G sh e, A B9
R LR EE RS RBEEIANA

KT, RTH15S, $—1LKEHEM
AENERT. BB, H=4c. Hwis.
FALERGYE kA AR F
i, BEEAREZIAN, LIETFFFH
—E XA XEG Ab; WAL G T
by 2 TE A R T A8 1E 54 Ko

N ERESTHERT . RARZXK
BAEARMABGREEKR, ZEAA
R AN, 2R Ede UM KA A
R EAN L, “RMNFEL LMK, 7
i e A, ERMNEEA T,
FTRENEZT. ERIBAHAR, A
RIS EE2RAH TR, REFIY
EAT, MECR BB, LRFKE, 7
(¥ 5126 5)

r; =

NS

An 81.2km journey. Six months of preparation.
Unceasing prayers.

All for one purpose — to bring God's love and His
Good News to the people of Pontian, Johor.

At a retreat in December 2018, the Mandarin
Service committee decided to hold an evangelistic
evening in Pontian. This was to be on a small scale.
Over the years that we have reached out to the
people in Pontian, we have been thankful to God for
his guidance, and for involving us in His sowing and
harvest work. We have shared the Gospel with peo-
ple at Rose Old Age Home and Green Garden Care
Centre. This year, we believed that God wanted to
do something new, so that the Good News would
reach every corner of Pontian.

We invited the stall-holders of the Corner House
in Pontian to this evangelistic evening. We had pat-
ronised their stalls numerous times, and built up a
relationship with them. We had shared with them
the Source of our faith and hope. However, in the
past, we could only converse with the stall-hold-
ers superficially. They were always busy. Therefore,
we hoped to cement our friendships through the
evangelistic evening, and share God's truth and
Gospel with them.

Since the beginning of this year, Lay Ministry
Staff Eddie and his wife, Rebekah, and other broth-
ers and sisters in Christ have been visiting Pontian
regularly to invite the stall-holders to the evan-
gelistic evening. The reception had been warm.
The stall-holders accepted the invitation without
hesitation, and promised that they would attend.
We had 17 positive responses to the event in May.

On 19 Jun, 17 brothers and sisters from the
Mandarin Service headed to Pontian in expectation
and excitement. What kind of evening would it be?
Would the guests turn up?

We didn't know, but we believed that God's will
would be done, and His name would be glorified.

We were to be disappointed. On the morning
of the event, we reminded the stall-holders of the
event that evening. "I'll see about that." "I'll attend
if I'm free." Such were the responses which made
our hearts grow cold.

At 6pm that evening, everything was ready for
the guests' arrival. At 6.30pm, we, the organisers,
were the only people at the restaurant.

We began to be uneasy. Would the stall-holders
turn up? What if no one turned up?

As we waited, we prayed.

As the seconds ticked away, some of us began
pacing up and down. Others decided to cross the
road to remind the stall-holders of the event once
again.

Finally, at 7.15pm, our first guest arrived. Then
the second. And the third. The fourth and fifth
strode into the restaurant. The evangelistic event
went on. Eddie used Chinese characters to illustrate
that a real and living God exists. Sister Lai Yee gave a
personal testimony of God's faithfulness and great-
ness.

Our little evangelistic event was over. Although
it was not the big event that we envisaged, and
no one cried tears of repentance to receive Jesus
into their lives, we did receive a harvest of sorts.
The lacklustre event has prompted us to humble
ourselves as we seek the Lord's will even more. The
road of evangelism is fraught with obstacles and we
have our work cut out for us. May the Lord help us.

For "those who sow with tears will reap with
songs of joy" (Ps 126:5)



The Road to and after

DEEPER 2019

Preparations for the "Deeper" church camp be-
gan a year in advance.

It was a long and arduous process, but we have
learnt and grown immensely.

The burden was not the committee's alone to
carry. Throughout the journey, God sent people
of all ages to come alongside us, offering practical
help as well as supporting us through prayer.

As Paul described in 1 Corinthians 12, the
church is one united body of Christ. This was a
church camp where everyone came together to
make it work.

And we caught a glimpse of what an inter-
generational church means.

We faced challenges along the way.

We discovered that spiritual attacks are real.
The devil often does all he can to mess up God’s
work or prevent us from drawing near to God.

Some of our committee members struggled
with challenges in their family or workplaces. Oth-
ers battled sickness in the weeks leading up to
camp.

We learnt to cling onto the truth that God
has already emerged victorious, and that He is
sovereign over each and every obstacle.

Above all, we recognised the importance
of choosing to put Him first in all that we do,
seeking first His will in all that we did.

Admittedly, when preparations became more
intense nearing the camp, we sometimes lost
sight of what was most important.

Jason Chia and Sarah Ang
Camp Commandants

Seeing God Move

There were many decisions that needed to
be made during the camp itself, especially when
things did not go according to plan.

What was the best way to manage the delayed
distribution of keycards in a gracious yet organ-
ised manner?

How should we ensure that there was sufficient
time for ministry and group discussion, without
compromising other aspects of the programme?

In these moments, we had to lean in on what
God was trying to do. James 4:15 reminded us:
“If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this
or that”. If God said we needed to linger in His
presence, then that was what we had to do.

Ultimately, it was about trusting that God was
present at the camp, and that He would move and
do His work.

Although we were the ones planning
the camp, we could not really engineer any
moments. That was God’s territory. We need-
ed to believe that He would breathe life into the
camp, that He would touch hearts during the
worship and speaker sessions, and that all of us
would experience the warmth of fellowship and
community.
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Going Deeper Everyday

The day after we returned to Singapore, we
chanced upon an Instagram post by Isaac Ong,
youth director of Emmanuel Assembly of God.

Writing about church camps, he said: “.. it’s
the rare time in the Singaporean life for people to
set days away just to sit with God. It’s not that He
decides to speak more, but we finally listen more.”

Many people appreciate church camps and
retreats because we experience God more strong-
ly and intimately during these events, than in
our day-to-day lives. It is often in these moments
that we find true rest, that we properly wrestle
with God, that we are spiritually re-fuelled for the
months ahead.

But what if we did this not just at camps, but
each and every day?

If God was present at church camp, surely He is
also present with us back home, if only we chose
to linger and listen.

This is our prayer for TMC - that we will all
choose to go deeper not just at camp, but every
single day.
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Camper's Testimonies

| last went to a family camp 10 years ago.

As my family and | are very new to TMC,
| wondered how we would fit in.

God drew us deeper on so many levels. God
gave me a “breakthrough revelation” about faith
during the soaking session. | am putting my faith
in God for progressive healing for a physical
condition.

| encountered many genuine and lovely
people at the camp and | pray that these
encounters will develop into deeper friendships.

Most of all | have fallen deeper in love with
God and this church. | hope to see my family
becoming more deeply rooted in God and in the
fellowship of the church community.

Interestingly, the Lord confirmed this for me
on the last day of camp. | saw this on Ben's name
tag: "They are planted in the house of the Lord;
they flourish in the courts of our God. They still
bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and
green." (Psalm 92 :13 -14)

- Serene Lee

| enjoyed playing games with my

"While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself
drew near and went with them." (Luke 24:15, ESV)

So often, we are blessed and encounter God, but do not
realise it.

Blessings—personal and corporate - were bountiful at this camp.
There were testimonies of healing and spiritual encounters shared
by fellow campers.

The presence of God and His blessings started months earlier.
My personal trip to Hatten Hotel coincided with the camp
committee's recce of the hotel. We got to know our young,
empowered and capable friends.

We prayed as a community for the camp proceedings, the
healing of the committee members, for campers who felt unwell
before the camp, the provision of transport for our friends with
walking difficulties, and above all, the sharing of the Word. The
healing and soaking sessions, in particular, provided a sense of
God's grace as we prayed for one another, and relaxed as we spent
quiet time feeling His presence.

We encounter God in so many ways when we open
our hearts and souls. This camp has definitely witnessed a
church growing deeper in Christ and deeper in community.

- James Tang

| love to go for church camp. | get to meet new church
members and the youth. When | heard that the church
camp was ready for registration, | signed up without
hesitation.

As we drew nearer towards the camp, | wondered
if | would enjoy the sessions. Pastor Edmund D’Souza
proved to be a very entertaining speaker.

friends. | am scared of the dark. | learnt
about not being afraid and | prayed that
| would not be scared of the dark.
Jesus hears my prayers. | want to go for
the next camp!

One of my main takeaways from the camp was during _—

the session when we soaked in God’s presence. | confessed v
my weaknesses and sins to God. My tears kept flowing
till I heard God telling me that | should not feel guilty as
long as | repent. | also sought God’s strength. Another
- Gabriel Ong takeaway was to do with the word “love’. God reminded
me that love transforms, builds up one another, has the
power to bring healing and is fundamental to our faith.
Love never fails.

James and Susan Tang

- Susan Tang
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EVENTS

Sat 3 Aug, 7 Sep, 5 Oct

10.00am

Youth Avenue Leaders

Captains' Development |
www.facebook.com/YouthAvenue123

Sat 10 Aug, 14 Sep, 12 Oct
10.00am

Youth Ave Leaders
Captains' Development Il

Sat 17 Aug

12.30pm

New Members' Fellowship Lunch with
Church Leaders

Sat 17 Aug, 21 Sep, 19 Oct
11.00am

Youth Ave Leaders
Captains' Development IlI

Sat 24 Aug, 28 Sep
1.00pm

Youth Avenue Leaders
Captains' Development IV

Sat 24 Aug

6.00pm

Young Adults' Trivia and
Game Night

Sun 25 Aug

10.30am

Get-together lunch for visitors /
newcomers

Fri 6 Sep
Mandarin Service mission trip
Pontian

Sun 8 Sep
TMC's 63rd Anniversary

Wed 11 Sep
2.00pm
Youth Avenue movie outing

Sat 21 Sep
8.00am
Last Local Conference

Thurs 10 Oct - Mon 14 Oct
Missions exposure trip to Cambodia

Fri 11 Oct — Tues 15 Oct
WSCS Medical Missions to Cambodia

Every Sun
9.30am
Mandarin Service Prayer Meeting

Last Sun of the month

9.00am

Visit to Institute of Mental Health by
Outreach & Social Concerns.
Contact Yvonne Tan at 9091 8589 /
yvonnetangb@gmail.com
www.tmc.org.sg/osc.html#imh

Every Wed (not 1 May, 5 Jun)
8.00pm

Church Prayer Meeting
www.tmc.org.sg/prayer.html

Every 1st Wed

10.00am-12.00pm

Yum Cha@10 is an opportunity for
people to come together for fellowship,
and serves as a platform for TMCers

to meet one another as well as non-
Christians in the community mid-
week. Contact the church office /
churchoffice@tmc.org.sg
www.tmc.org.sg/ministries.htmli#tgym

1.00-3.00pm
Rummikub

CREDITS

Every Thurs

9.00am

A Tot-ful Morning

A time for caregivers and children under
3 years of age to enjoy songs, stories and
other activity
www.tmc.org.sg/highlights.html#atm;
www.facebook.com/atotfulmorning

Last Thurs of the month
10.00am-12.00pm

St Luke's Eldercare Centre Devotions at
Blk 217 Serangoon Ave 4. TMC's ministry
to SLEC brings hope, help and the love of
Christ to many needy elderly. If you wish
to join in, contact Eddie from the church
office / eddie@tmc.org.sg.
www.tmc.org.sg/osc.html#slec

Every Fri (not 9 Aug)
8.00 — 10.00pm
Healing Ministry at the Prayer Chapel

Every 1st Fri
9.15am
WSCS Bible Study (Acts)

2nd and 4th Sat

9.30am

Fellowship of Ukulelians
www.tmc.org.sg/regular.html#ukulele

Monthly

WSCS Visitation to Homebound. Those
interested to bring the church into the
homes of the homebound, please contact
Emily Wilfred. Group leaves TMC at 10am.
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