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Rev Sng Chong Hui

Best Brother Ever

This 1887 portrait by 
Vincent van Gogh, 
long thought to be a 
self-portrait, was  
reassessed in 2011  
to be his brother,  
Theo van Gogh 
(Credit: Wikipedia)
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The Road to and after 
DEEPER 2019

Preparations for the "Deeper" church camp be-
gan a year in advance.

It was a long and arduous process, but we have 
learnt and grown immensely.

The burden was not the committee's alone to 
carry. Throughout the journey, God sent people 
of all ages to come alongside us, offering practical 
help as well as supporting us through prayer.

As Paul described in 1 Corinthians 12, the 
church is one united body of Christ. This was a 
church camp where everyone came together to 
make it work. 

And we caught a glimpse of what an inter- 
generational church means.

We faced challenges along the way. 

We discovered that spiritual attacks are real. 
The devil often does all he can to mess up God’s 
work or prevent us from drawing near to God. 

Some of our committee members struggled 
with challenges in their family or workplaces. Oth-
ers battled sickness in the weeks leading up to 
camp. 

We learnt to cling onto the truth that God 
has already emerged victorious, and that He is 
sovereign over each and every obstacle.

Above all, we recognised the importance 
of choosing to put Him first in all that we do,  
seeking first His will in all that we did. 

Admittedly, when preparations became more 
intense nearing the camp, we sometimes lost 
sight of what was most important. 

Seeing God Move

There were many decisions that needed to 
be made during the camp itself, especially when 
things did not go according to plan. 

What was the best way to manage the delayed 
distribution of keycards in a gracious yet organ-
ised manner? 

How should we ensure that there was sufficient 
time for ministry and group discussion, without 
compromising other aspects of the programme? 

In these moments, we had to lean in on what 
God was trying to do. James 4:15 reminded us: 
“If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this 
or that”. If God said we needed to linger in His 
presence, then that was what we had to do.

Ultimately, it was about trusting that God was 
present at the camp, and that He would move and 
do His work. 

Although we were the ones planning 
the camp, we could not really engineer any  
moments. That was God’s territory. We need-
ed to believe that He would breathe life into the 
camp, that He would touch hearts during the 
worship and speaker sessions, and that all of us 
would experience the warmth of fellowship and  
community.

Going Deeper Everyday

The day after we returned to Singapore, we 
chanced upon an Instagram post by Isaac Ong, 
youth director of Emmanuel Assembly of God. 

Writing about church camps, he said: “... it’s 
the rare time in the Singaporean life for people to 
set days away just to sit with God. It’s not that He 
decides to speak more, but we finally listen more.”

Many people appreciate church camps and 
retreats because we experience God more strong-
ly and intimately during these events, than in 
our day-to-day lives. It is often in these moments 
that we find true rest, that we properly wrestle 
with God, that we are spiritually re-fuelled for the 
months ahead.

But what if we did this not just at camps, but 
each and every day? 

If God was present at church camp, surely He is 
also present with us back home, if only we chose 
to linger and listen. 

This is our prayer for TMC - that we will all 
choose to go deeper not just at camp, but every 
single day.

Jason Chia and Sarah Ang
Camp Commandants
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