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Pastor's Message

Transitions — Meeting Challenges

The world is changing and we have to keep up with the changes lest we are left behind,
Yes, wie want to be productive in what we do, we want to be professional in our ministry,
wie want to he efficient and effective in the ways we go about our tasks, and we want
to strive for excellence in every project and event. But, we must not forget our basics,

And our basics is that we are called to be in the world and yet not of the world

[Jahn 15:19). We are called to be holy [set apart), to be different and to make a difference
with our lives,

It is nol always easy tomake a difference with our lives when the world is beckoning
us to conform to its values, Lo enjoy lives and to be a part of it. The world hates us when
wie do not belong to it! 1t is 50 easy to just go with the world and let the warld into the
church, to do as the world does. But Jesus calls us to obey Him and not the waorld,

As we struggle with our transitions and meet challenges, let us bear in mind that we
are called to be God's family at Trinity, God has put us together to carg for one another,
But that is not all! He also wants us to be His light and salt to touch the world.

The vear 20073 has been a watershed vear for us. We have moved out of our Familiar
surroundings at Serangoon Garden Way to worship at Paya Lebar Methodist Girls' School
Frimary Hall. It has been a year away from our own premises. We had owr fair share of
difficulties and adjustments, sometimes having to put aside our own preferences to dao
what is good for the Chureh. We have our disagreements, yet we are able to see that
there is unity in diversity. Qur aim is to work together to build the Church. It has been
a qood year for us as we can see the hands of God at work in our midst. The relocation
has been smooth and settling into worshipping together in borrowed prémises has been
without majar hitches, We thank God Tor thal.

In the year, 2004, we will see ourselves gearing up for our move back to Serangoon
Garden Way. Homecoming is what we zre looking forward to towards the end of the
wear, 2004 will be another year of transitions for us. Theretore we have chosen the

o ' i
theme, " 1 ransitions - Meeting Challenges” to remind us that
there will be changes ahead of us To help us face the challenges to come, we are
calling all members and worshippers 1o avail themselves to epportunities for

warrmer fE”[]WShiP to ke experienced. Get to know one ancther. Combined
Worship Services are good opportunities for us to get to know people we do not normally
meet becavse af the different worship services we attend, Open owrselves to cach other
so that we can carry one another's burden. Jein 3 Small Group.

As we develop warmer fellowship in the Church, we alsa wanl Lo grow in dee REr

discipleship. we urge you to return to the WORD and PRAYER. Let the Word of
g

God inspire us to do more for Him and let prayer open our hearts to know God's will for

us at Trinity,

Warmer fellowship and deeper discipleship will produce a StrDﬂgEF leadershi p
that will be in louch with the whole congregation and one that is able 1o march to the
heartbeat of God,

Let ws march into 2004 with the knowledge thal God wha has begun His good works
in us will be the ONE who will lead and guide us. Let us build Trinity to God'sglory. Have
a Joy-filled Christmas and a Bleszed Mew Year.

Rev Philip Lim



[rinity’s 47

Fhis year, TMU celebrated ity 4780 Anniversary.

Mr F. Sathiasingam, one of the ploneer members of the
church, gives us a glimpse of what transpived in thase gatrly
years aned fore God has worked i, and through, TMC,

What was THC |lke in the early years?

| would cquate TMC in the early years
bo a Small Group of these days but
without any Church affifiation or
Supervisian.

The group was made up maostly of young
marrigd couples of Wesley Homemakers
Group and members of other Methadist
Churches wha took up residence in the
newly completed Serangoon Garden
Eztate in late 1956,

The late Raverend Christopher Smith,
writing in the Silver Jubilee Souvenir of
TMAC, described it thus:

"My first memories are from 1955 - an
cpen-gir witness, surrounded by builders
rubble, somewhere near where the
‘Chomp-Chomp’ now stands (if it still
does!]. The late Andrew Lee, then a
fairly recent new resident in Cowdray
fvenue and for so long the founder-
spirit of the venture; limmy Martin, &
British businessman later 1o resign and
become a Methodist minister; and the
lovely voice of Leila Havelock rising
above the noise of the traffic”.

The people were of one mind and that
was 1o establish a Methodist presence
in Serangoon Gardens. As & very small
groug, they were warm and friendly,

and would be missed if they did not tum
up for meetings or fellowships. The firsg
services that were teld in 2 home at

Years

te Lugenie Kob
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Cowdray fwenue consisted of sitting on
the chairs and floor sometimes inta the
kitchen for lack of space. Then the
welcome generous offer came from 5t
Peter's Church for the use of their
sanciuary For our seryices.

Thie Sunday Schools were all functioning
nut of homes in Huddington and
Cowdray Avenues and with reguiar but
small Farish meetings offering prayers
of thanksgiving and seeking God's
guidance for the future directions.

It weas then considered a 'Family Chureh’
and it still i3 loday although we have
grown in numbers.

How is TMC diffoerent now from
its carly years?

| dizn's think there is much
difference in the "Spirituality’ and
in the YWision and Mission of the
Church to win souls for Christ.
We could be peroeived as
impersonal but that again depends
an what an individual is looking
for from the Church. We have
grown in rumbers and interaction
amang Lhe members and
congregation could be lacking -
something people lend (o compare
between then gnd now because some
of us have been here from Day One,

TMC's ministrics have grown 25

cvidenced from the Local Conference
reparts, The work of Social Concerns
(the late Mr Francis Lee) and Missions

1
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[the late Mr Andrew Lee to the Sengois
and Woodbridge Services) were seeds
sown in the early days of TMC, Church
planting and Missions Qutreach to the
unreached people in Camhbaodia and
sending stedents on study scholarships
to Trinity Theologica! College are a
tulfillment of God's calling to Trinity.

3od has not changed - hul the
expectations and lifestyles of people
nave changed and therefore the changes
that have come about with advancement
in science and techoology, sometimes
obscure God's love and compassion

for ws.

The present Bedevelopment Project is
nob @ big issue but it has turned out 1o
oe. We were no different from those
days when we were scouting around for
a place of worship and finally bought
the present land for $58,000 (2 999 year
leasehold] in 1958, 1t was a difficult
decision to make but God helped us Lo
make that decision and we obeved il
Consider the value of the fand in terms
of today's price in the cpen market.
Thiese are business issues but can we
say that God has short-changed us?

How have you seen God work in TMC?

God has been faithlul and has kept His
promise to all those in TMC wha belisved
in Him. It is obvious that He has blessed
everyone who has been taithful to His
call. The fact that people have come
back ta worship Him through TMC is 3
testimony that God is at work in TMC,
| have heard many appreciate the
counseling and care of the Pastors,
Prayer sessions, Small Groups and
committed:lay people for their love and
compassion. People are willing to come
forward o give testimaonies of what God
has dane in their life, through TMC.



DISCIPLESHIP & NURTURE

COMMITTEE IN TMC

“AH Sevipture is God-breathed and is wseful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and fratning in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

-2 Fimathy 3:16, 17...

As the guiding verse for the TMC Discipleship & Murture
Commitlee, this verse on its own speaks a lol for the purpose
of this cammittes.

The primary aim of the Discipleship & Nurture Commitice
['D&N'] is to build up the congregation through the teaching
af the Ward. Typically, you will notice that other ministries in
TMC usually target a particular group of the congregation,
such as children, youth and music. DEN is unigue in thal it
targets the congregation as a whole,

Indeed, leamning the Word of God is one of the most fundamental
and important things a Christian should do, From basic
snowledge about our God to understanding profound
expositions of the Word, this learning journey is an important
and never-ending ane, The DEN Committee plays a significant
role in leoking into the various avenues that support the church
in building up the hiblical knowledge of the church members,

At present, activities organised by DEN broadly covers 4 areas:
DISCIPLE courses, Bible talks & workshops, Resource Centre
and the Discipleship Roadmap.

Disciple Course

Being firmly established in TMT now, the DISCIPLE course
effectively helps members build up their foundation in the
understanding of the Word, To date, 117 church members
have completed DISCIPLE | and about 30 have completed
DISCIPLE II... and the numbers are still growing. A number of
the graduates are now confidently assuming the Facilitalor
reles in the on-going sessians and many others are now serving
in various ministries after being convicted by the Haly Spirit
through God's Ward.

Bihle Talks & Workshops

For Bible talks & workshops, there was the talk on the Bonk
of Acts by speaker, Mr Kua Wee Seng in February this vear
and a workshop en Learning How to Study the Bible by Mrs
Tan Kiem Kiok. Such Lalks and workshops sre generally well-
received, Members who have benefited from attending such
events can expect more in the year 1o come.

Resource Centre

The temporary move Lo Paya Lebar Methaodist Girls” Primary
School has inevitably disrupted the previous weekly operation

Iy Ellen Renh
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of Resource Centre. However, after 4 maonths of absence, we
see again the now-smaller-but-equally-helpful Resource Centre
serving church members on every 2nd and 4th week of each
muonth, The faithful Resource Centre members painstakingly
worked ocut the new operational difficulties and are now able
to resume operations with makeshift shelves and loyal resource
centre users, the children especialiy!

Discipleship Roadmap

While the DISCIPLE cowrse is the talk of the town in TMC at
present, the Discipleship Roadmap is probably still an "zlien’
tacl 1o some chureh members. This roadmap will be introduced
to TMC this coming January and will serve 25 3 guide for
church members in assessing and improving their spiritual
growth, It charts a systematic path for people to take in terms
of Christian growth from the time of their conversion until
they assume the mantle of leadership in TRMC. The committee
will be promaoting the use of this roadmap by our members at
the January 2004 Fellowship Lunch [after Combined Service).
Look out forit!

Besides the 4 broad areas, olker ad-hoc grojects undertaken
by D&M include the planning of the recent Combined Service
Fellowshnip Lunches. Another project that DEN is involved in
is the Crossover Fellowship targeting the young adults whao
hawve just lefl Youth Ministry. DE&N's invalvement is mainly to
provide guidance, teaching in Bible Studies and mentorship
for the young adults.

In the coming year, DEN hopes to achieve more in the area
of providing support and assistance to the other ministries
such as organising Prayer Workshops with the Prayer &
Intercession Ministry, so a5 to equip our people with more
proficient skills and ¥nowledge that enable them o serve even
better,

Another immediate task for DEN is to encourage more members
to take up the DISCIPLE course. One uscful feature of the
DISCIPLE course is that members learn to identify and recognize
their spiritual gifts. Hence D&N will set out to get more
graduates to put this knowledge into practical use by serving
in the various ministrics,

o if you are curious to find out more about your spiritual
gifts and Bave the desire to serve the church ina ministry,
joining the DISCIPLE course will be a good start!



Discovering

DISCIPLE

(1: What is the level of commitment required
i attend the MSCIPLE course?

Tricia Teng: Feithfwiness ond @ desire 8o know
what the whole of Gog's Word seps, and mal jus!
parrts of i,

Sherry Koh: Righ level - af feast 30 perceni o
ot FO0 percent.

Fichard Senqg: A very seriaus erod deep ong, 40
wreks wdl! rome g go bt it i nat something
o be token lighthy.

Lynn Cham: fdpderote . josd addilioned Do
fring didp Quder Time onid 2505 ench week,

Davina Lai: High

Acommitment thot ane should peesevere wilh
fre guniple m tine foooa the dody park] sinee
the coverant hos bees made.

%k Whal un:l_||,.|'_-.l_rr-1_'n‘. il Yz make 1o sk
the level of commitment reguiced?

Tricia Tong: Going towark corlier sverny doy o
orier to spend time in quiet repding His word.
Sherry Koh: He-scheduiing of doidly rowtine,
setfing peide af fewst Fmoes i oot W of
pecsanel time for repeling, resegroch, and
megitahon

Richard Seng: /duntly guestioned mysellhow
mach {believed in the cowrse For the good that
itgives, if [ do believe i, ondg wont the denedits,
{ waeld moke the time for ol somehow T gels
weked ot oy dind sebeaile,

Lynn Cham: My Sundoy ofiernaan was foken..
thaot meant leisure fime secnifioed,

Davina Lar; Lifeslyle chrmgpes = spending more
time ahpne repding

Eoh Eu Beng: Quite o & especiolly araand ihe
work droveed Bt Alsa, the donly pesigrments
reteaed aripstiag ey sehedude fo G e exlna’
[iece af work,

(1: What particular problem or ditficulty dig
you face while attending the course!

Tricia Tony: Teadeory re speea-ead fhe femilar
fexts insteod of reading meditobively.

aherry Koh; Minding the kios — fedt @ iftle furl
alaul leaveing e gis and nol minding them
when ! shauld be.

Hichard Seng: Time - the resouroe thol seems
for Mo aan-sto b f ped of e soote Hoee tokes
mony thongs owey from us o we are oot coreful
weith it

Lynn Charms drodility to arbcadate my dhowghts,
Diavina Lai: Trenspartanion,

Koh Eu Beng: Keeping up to the ossignmeni oi
Dmes wis a0, especioily wher il required
repging iy chagtars of o ok feg QT studies)

I chollenge too!

(1: Was there & time when you wanted to give
w, -amtf what dig this moment coincide with?

Tricia Tong: Fes Ve doig the Mew Testanient,
[ feit thot more Dime hod do be spent wirn the
fomlior feat so thod ane didn' (eke 0 far
gqranted. The corpliang wos that { somebmes goi
ik with i,

Sherry Koh: Mo

Richard Seng: Qoce § was sure il Hie
Lragramme wars something Dhelieved o, Hos
was nod an aption,

Lynm Chiam: Mo pot of all
Davina Lai: Wea heavy cliosses caincided with
biphe eraprds frme wirk,

Koh Eu Beng: Fortanolely, oo, this wasa 't an
my emiad {giving vp!

{1: What lessans have you learnt? What
parficular lesson that 5 more relesant than
others? Has it been easyf difficult to apply
lpssons learnt?

Tricia Tong: God chooses the weok to do s
witk, el the mosr unegpeeted and anlikedy
ORGSO Wineh [o wark, He desises is o
warship and ahiey Him oo matier whal the
circumstonces, @5 worship is bedter then
sornfice. The eqse of applicotion of these lessons
sapredimes depends o ore's carrent state af
s, ety ong emotional beng, Connnued
.;r.'|r.||:|'|.'l!r-:'rlr.;|,'|r|||r_'|;.|.'n:|r|.rJ.t'l;:.'.'re':i i1 |:_|.'r'||.'|.'lr'lr‘.'."r.l|'!.|l

Sherry Koh: The paower of the Holy Spiet - the
impartanee af heing o good disciple "o seree
e Aot to b seneed T dhis has heen my key
Isapn et

Richard Seng: fokaow Gor the Cregtor 15 leeely,
o hrve Him love me is priceless, fo bpee fm
die far my sins, myp e must speok far Him, The
waywardaess af Man has not changed since
Aidirn, g0 fiees't the Lowve of the Crestor, His
gy Fo kilifed e v iy goaness, RIS Love
flart frids ANY sowi

it hos never been, nar it shall ever be, easy fo
stick to Him of a level that

will migke oo Fewl goad enpigly - there willf
alwerys e segrent of my weetched ©0e Rt
needs fresh surrender fo Him,

Davina Lai: The programme dealtin depri with
what heing o discipfe enrads. ! personaily felt
thal ke fessoman *The cost af discipleshin” was
packicalety relovant, Tooepely oll 37
cherractensin=s of e |i|:.|_'|:||,r'r.':..:rn =Ry
Joarmey bk i is encowraging fo krow Phal people
in the bilke hove done it befare ord pou are nof
ke TG jaumey

Kirh Eu Beng: The fessons on Goo's plass and
(I BHPETICR] IS of lsrged ore ||,|n;.lr.!.'l_'l.ll'ur.',.l i i
me, fost af the lessons hod sowi-searchmg’
questions. iwhich then brought a new pespeciiee
af my persanal sginteal e

]

Revolutionizing.
Transformational.

These were some words wsed by groduates to describe the DNSCIPLE 7
prograomme. Saftshaker cought up with some of the groduates fo get Hem
to reflect on their experiences, May they inspire you to take up the DISCIPLE

SN aouding

by Alex Tan

0: What changes have you undergone since
attending the DISCIPLE course?

Tricaa Tang: A decger mwaroncss of the
applicarion af e Qi Testoment ped, thenefane
the entire Warg af Gad, o preseaf-doy (e,

Sherry Koh: More propeeril within he famly,
esgecioly insliling o our chifdren the nesd for
arawer.

Diavina Lai: | capericaced @ rencwed possion
Save rig amanfsrny, Al of us in the onisine have
Ferkers ENSCIPLE vl woe frre implementfing pizrts
af it i the curricoiim; with the smme bl
grounding, it is o betier fowndetion far execeting
lrssons, and integraning the principies fougind
theagh Fhe class. Also, Dhove develaped a straag
diesire to edify ofher orothers and sisrees-in-

Chrisd,

Koh Eu Beng: Growimgas o Chrostan,
undersiending the ‘gger picture’in my Gible
Studies, and overali, keeping in ming - fhe
Diseapleshop thod wee il Bove [o e

1: ¥Wha is this course switable for?

Tricia Tang: Arpone desining o koow whetir
rakes dahe pabsciple of God, poyone Serigas in
besnig o aisciple, seriaus o wan o S krow
God's word for whet if 15 im s entirely

Sherry Koh: NMew believersivoung Christions,

Richard Seng: Anyone who wanis ta kick
himselffherself aar of the romfe pod ez
Chriskion wolk, where Spinl and Dody Life are
drvorced kalf the time.

Lynn Cham: ! would not recommend i for new
helievers as it may be foo mach far them, Bot i
ey are rainest, nobody raa stop e,

Davina Lai; Chesbirs who Bave beon path T
far a yeor ol least,

Hah Eu Beng: AN persons, regordiess af age,
cauertianal level erd wark expericnos.
Expeckally foe those we think they know fenpwah)
of the Gildle, ey should arlesd; ond those whp
especially stregagle bo And Sime weith God - ths
is g good, dizciplined way to getinkg spending
time iy with Gad

Interested to fake up the DISCIPLE 1 challenge?
Fill up the enclosed response ship and return
it to the Church Office. Be prepared..your

Christian walk will never be the same again!
| Yes! | weant fo take up the DISCEPLE 1 |

Challenge. Plegse get in touch with me! |
|

Wime:
| |
| Contact number; |
i |
]
| Ermail: |

I {Pls seturn this to the Caueeh Office, o the
| ]
infa=caunter alter church services | W
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Colour My World = TMC's first creative evangelistic
outreach to the upper primary girls at Paya Lebar
Methaodist Girls Primary School (PLMGFS], was jomntly
organized oy the Witness and Evangelism Committes
(WEE] and the Children's Ministry (Ch) on B
December. In total, 27 girls from PLMGES joined
a0 children From our CW Tor 3 one-day vacation
arl camp based on the art of French impressionistic
painter, Vincent van Gogh. The one-day vacation
camp incorporated many interesting activities, to allow the
organisers to share the gospel in a creative way

The day started with worship and icebreakers led by our Youth
Ministry. Indeed, what better way to start a camp on Art than
by praising the one who has created unparaileled works of arl
- gur God! The icebreakers helped create a friendlier and more
relaxed environment, as our helpers mingted with the girls.

The various activities saw an autpouring of creativily, beginning
with the airls engaging in “"Creating Colours” using the colour
whee! and "ladder” of colour
inbensity to give a better
understanding of colours and
the concepts of primary and
secondary colours,
Incorporated into “Creating

God's creation.

For the rest of the day, they imitated Van
Gogh's two famous paintings -*Sunflowers” and "Starry, Starry
Might", painting on pots and in groups on large art canvases
respectively,

Throwgh the second
activity of painting
sunfllowers on pots, the
airls were also tofd about
the life of Yircent van
Gogh and taught how B0
paint using technigques
he used. The story of van
Gogh, titled “The man,
the myth and the

N UMY WORLD

by Lorgenia Kok

leqend” captivated the girls, as they heard of the
marny hardships and sufferings he went through,
Interwoven within the story was the hope that God
provides for each of us, that even though we may,
at times, feel as hopeless as van Gogh felt, [van
Gogh underwent severe depression and eventually
committed suicide), we need not end up like him
as there 15 a God who s there to carey us through,

Finally, the finale of the day! Warking
in groups, the girls were given the
opportunity 1o paint on large art
canvases, Their painted canvases of
“Starey, Starry Might" provided the
packdrop for the story of Abraham,
and of God's promise to Abraham
that his descendents would be as
plentiful as the stars in the sky, Once
again, the story speke of God's love for the girls, that

there is & God of promise out there for them, one who hears
their cries and fulfils His promises.

Indecd, what & beautiful time it was for all present, 25 we
reflected on the beauty of our God, not anly in His creation
hut also the heauty of his promises and the hope we can hald
Fast to. Al the end of the day, the children of the CM also
irvited theirnew friends back to TMC on Saturday 20 December
tex poin iny Eheir annual Christmas Party fun. We pray that theze
new friendships made between TMC and PLMGPS will be the
seeds that will allow God's purposes to work in the Iives of the
childran.

The paintings are availablo for
auction on New Year s Day,



The Day We Fasted

and Cried Out to God

“Declare a holy fast; call a sacred asvembly. Summon

the elders and all whe lfve in the land to the house of
the Lovd your God, cry oul fo God ™ foel T:14

Trimity Methodist Church
(TRAC] followad the
examole of the New
Testament church in
Antioch {Acts 13) by
praying and Fasting
together, After the
combined service on 5
Crctober 2003, a group of
about sixty church members gathered
to fast and pray

A week carlier, a brief exposition on
fasting was placed as an insert in the
order of service to cxplain to the
congregation the significance of prayer
and fasting, The purpose of Fasting, as
espoused by Reformer John Calvin was
for “prayer and meditation; overcoming
human sinful nature; repentance and
confessions of sins’, Biblical greats, such
#% Moses and Paul, had also found it
necessary to pray gnd fast,

Fasting is & prelude to prayer and an
indication of the solid practical grounds
upnn which the resolve to submit to
God in prayer is based, However, it is
not & convention, much less a Christian
njunction - it is 3 blessing

Mot everyone in TMC fasted on Sunday,
5 Qctober, and some of us are still unsure
of why we should fast, Although it was
only a fraction of the congregation that
slayed on to fast and pray, the insights
qained were meaningful. Two members
of the congregation shared their
experiences with altshaker.

In the case of Ms Amy Cheonn, her fast
Began Ffrom 10 a.m. and ended at & pm.
Praying and fasting is not something

Fasting is:
when we deny
ourselves and see

how much we
rely on God for
strength

rew toher since she had been
keeping faith by doing =0
eveny season of Lent, To her,
fasting is: "When we deny
ourselves and see how much
we rely on God for strength,
It 15 an act of humility for the
naturally prowd mob fo rely
upon their own strength’
Consequently, it is easier to skip a meal
for fasting than for dietary purposes
because she knows that God will take
of her whenever she fasts and not deny
her any spiritual and physical benefits,
I1 15 a faitnful reminder of how much
God is in control. What Aowed naturally
was the courage to look for & new job
and to rommit her joh search efforts to
God in prayer. Amy commented that nof
everynne has the mental or spiritual
discipline to do so, In the past, she had
encountercd mental blocks; they could
he trying as a test of faith and self-
denial. Gradually she reglized that she
could oo through normal life and
activities during a fast, though she could
get a hit tired physically,

As for Mr 5im Cher Khee, he preferred
to fast between 10 a.m. to 3 p.m; He
first fasted during Good Friday and the
Sunday on 5 Qctober was his second. It
became his resnlution to adopt it as &
practice and he drew inspiration for that
from Exra 8:21-23. &nd, if he had cause
Loy Fimel it difficult to do sooinitially - a5
a crezture of habit who needs (o eal -
he certainly toak it all in his stride
eventually. Praying and fasting, &5 an
organired event, has helped him
enormously 23 he was prompled 1o get
over his initial difficulties. He found i
i

meaningful to fast
brecause he could be ‘closer to God, rely
upnn Him and hear Him more clearly’,
Im addition, he looks upon such activitics
as opportunities with the rest of TRC
or fellow Christians to fast and pray, He
desired to ‘experience this new adventurne
with God' and, also, for everyone
noluding himself, to 'see fasting and
praying as a lifestyle, @and means to know
God more and allow Him to direct s,

Reverend Philip Lim chose to skip
breakfast and lunch and ended the fast
with @ normal dinner. The means for
fasting was vared but the ends remained
the same,

0n 5 October 2003, TMC prayed. The
members were as musical instruments:
harmonised, attuned to God and in
symphony, Where two or three were
gathered in God's name, He was there
in their midst to give expression to His
mind, purpose and will. That was evident
in the midst of the praying and tasting
members of His body, There was
agreement and the conforming to God's
will. In fasting, the church members
presented themselves hefore God as
living sacrifices, holy and acceptahle. As
ong, the church prayed for the Praver
Ministry, Small Groups, Discipleship and
Murture activitics, Chinese Fellowship,
Redevelopment project, evangelistic
effarts in Cambodiz, social concerns and
Boys Brigade. The church afsa prayed
for personal revival, The session was 3
alowing testimony that God can make
a prayer warrior out of every church
member yet.

by Chon Chong Wer



The Laity Demystified v

Question: Who are the Laity?
a) All Christians
b) Pastors
¢) Church leaders i
d) Church members

Answer:
Mone of the Above

In the Christian context, the simple answer would be {a)
minus [b). The laity are ardinary Christians, like most of
us, wha are neither trained nor ordained to serve as
nastors, but are nevertheless also called to serve the Lord
in ministry by giving of our talents and time.

Degr Amondn,

The lmity is an importaet port of the Methodist Charch. Many of the minisines
are successful because of the foithful invelvement of the lay people of the clurch,
As @ pastor, | appreciate very much our loy people for their love, comatitment arad
participation in the life ond ministries of the church and their partnership with

the pastors in many oreas of minstries.

fAregaris, Philip.

Denr Arrtosoa,

Laity Sunday is observed every year to recognise and
celebrate the importance of the role of the lay peaple
to the life and the ministries of the church. This year's
Laity Sunday, on 12 October, saw the installation of
the Local Church Executive Committee [LCEC), which
comprises chairpersans of the various committees,
coardinatars of the various ministries, stewards,
delegates to the Trinity Annual Conference (TRAC),
treasurers, secretaries, heads of the various organisations
like the GB, and so on. Dr Wu Dar Ching, Vice President
of TRAC, and himself a member of the laity, was invited
to give the sermon, "Seeking the Presence of God
through Prayer®, this year's theme which was set by
TRAC, and taken from 2 Chronicles 7:14-15.

Saltshaker sought the views of our Pastor-in-charge,
Reverend Philip Lim, and our lay leader, Mr P,
Sathiasingam on the role and importance of laity in
our church, Their replies are published below:

I the early history of gl Methodist Churches, even brefore the Pastors were posted to the charge, the responsibility of

amangst them.

MeEniars

keeping the vision and mission of the Church, fell on the shoulders of commytted Loy members and o Loy Leader from

Trinity Methodist Church is no different. | recoll the names of Uncle Lom' (Mr Lom Ye! Seng/ ond "Un cle Andrewe” (M
Arndrew Lee), our first Loy Leaders who ensured that every detodl necessary for Worship and Christion fellowship was faken
care of - inviting Pastars ta preach and serve Haly Comemunion, visiting members both of hames and in hospitol, ard shanng
the Gospel when no Pastar wos availoble, They personified exemplary Christian service and leadership, They were my

According to the Book of Discipling of the Methodist Church, the Lay Leader functions as the primary lay representative
of the lnity in o local church, with several responsibilities. However, we have come o long way from the days of our beginning
and we hove now to share the respansibilities with Associate Loy Leaders appointed to assist the Loy Leader.

Mot everything in the Local Church is plain sailing. Sometimes, the Lay Leader has to act os o middieman in clorifying

decisions or issyes foken,

{ hove mueh to thank God for colling me, even me, to serve Him

Serlfing




Diary of a Retreat ...

Thurscay B Biipm
Today, I had on interesting day at the LCEC retreat. Reverend e cdiSoussian was
Fater Poon led ug in g geries of Team Buillding Activities. And na, most fruitful

there were none of the usual dreoded ebatocle/confidence courses

ar geaup puzzies. Tt wos all very civilized and ingigntful, We did o persanality test DISC which
hefped us discover dur unique personality prafiles and how they offected the way we interacted
with other church members, Reverend Peter Poon olso highlighted how we could maximize cur
affar TIveneEss 10 olr WIriols GO Ties.

et A0

After dinner, Postor Philip and Dr, Hum talked about the roles of LCEC members, T particularly
liked it because we were reminded af the procticalities of being LCEC members, i.e. Hold o personal
spiritual walk with Jesuz: Hold the vigion of TMC ever before us: Hold on to the Father's business
and: Hald each ather accountable, All very ugeful reminders, except that, ot thot pornt, T wos guite
ot a less o5 ta whot was the wision of TME

Dr, Hum soon enlightened me when he shared TMCO s vision (and it's nat the one about the 512 il
dollar shig which iz wision' as in&od sending us ‘dreams and visians'}:

"TMC s wision i3 to become o Heolthy Balonced Church thot 2purs our people onto Win the Lost
To ke Built up in the Foith, te be Equipped for the Wark of Ministry, and to Raige Leaders to
bring TMC farward "

** must try and remember that Dr Hum uzed a very helpful acronym WiLBER)

Becouse the visign isa long-term one, thers is also the mare immediote “facus’ that stemmed
from the vision. The focus for the coming vear was Transitions: Meeting Challenges’ - the challenges
referred 1o beth the speritual and plasical chalfenges we would face as we pregare for our RBeturn
next year ta Zerangeon Sorden Way

Cr. Hum alsa shared about the 3 ebjectives while preparing far our return: Deeper Discipleship,
Warmer Relationships and Stronger Leadership. Alsa the 3 primory areas af work: Prayer Ministry,
Small Group Mimstry ond Leodership Srowth ond Development.

Ok dear | How can I remember all these? Chew on 11 in my dreams.,.. S872227...

Dear Diary, I'riday

It wos nice chatting with new people aver breakfast and lunch. Uncle Yip was telling us abewut the breakfast
fellowship ot his place. Praver and Food - great combination!

After worship, we got down to serious planning. The varicus ministries ond committees split into 3 main
groups (Evangeliging, Establishing and Egupping) led by the 3 associote loy leaders, Ms Violet Ehar,
M Lee Park Ming ond Unacle Yip, Uncle Sathio wos on hond fo provide consultansy!

As each ministry and committes made plons for Ther aotonties and pregrommes, they olso considered
consciausly how they could suppert the three feous aress of wark - prayer, small grewps and leodership,
There were plenty of innovative and exciting ideos {ond a Few waocky ones taal]

The wholz segment was concluded by the presentations where everyone heard all the plans ond
progrommes for the coming year. It's nice to know that oll the different groups of people are
warking towards o common geal in their own unigque wavs, We spent the lost part of the programme-
planning session taking the decision on whether or nat 1o continue with the regulor combined
cemmunion service, IT was not on eosy decizion ond I suspect most paeple chonged ther minds —
through the course of the discussion, especially when reminded of the original metoation far i1, Bub we T
felt peace at the end that the right decision had been made - and it was a decisien not driven by logistical
demaonds, or individuol preferences; instead, while we had the luxury of space in PLMSPS, we wanted To
enjoy and build fellowship, ike in the NT church where ‘they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, ond in breaking of bread, and i proyers (Acts 2i42),

We ended the retreat by serving communian To ene another, AS we drove out info the falling night, T
thaught it hod been a mast fruitful retreat
1



Nails on Cement

It was a cald and wet Saturday afternoon on 20 September 2003,
The thought of climbing down 3 flights of rickety stairs didn't strike
me as | went for the "Foundations on Cement’® session at the ariginal
Trinity Methodist Church along Serangoon Gardens Way. Members
of the congregation had been invited to inscribe a verse from the
Bible onto slabs of wet cement at the verny foundation of the church,
a symbalic way of representing that God's Word is the foundation
of the church. 2

Upon arrival, the people were ushered to the old Media Resource
Library, which has been converted to an office, to collect their
safety helmets. Reaching the edge where the ground fevel opened
to the deep gap where the basements would be, | wondered whether
there was another way down, like using a-crane, The stairs to the
leweest basement were wet with the rain and narrow, s0 the workers
made us walk down in single file. Mot more than four were allowed
to walk down the stairs to ensure that there would not be a doming
effect should somebody slip and fall. Praise God that nobaody did,

Reaching the battom, Reverend Philip, Pastor Kai Ming and members
of the LCEC were busy instructing thase who were already there
on what to write. There was a pre-prepared list of Bible verses
people could choose from. After selecting the verses they woulad
write, everyone took a nail and left to choose a space to write on
within the G slabs of wet cement provided,

Writing on cement is no easy task because one has to avoid
getting cement on the hands and yvet write legibly. Once everybody
had written on the cement, the photographers on site took several
group shots and everybody went up to the office where Pastor
Philip closed the whole event with a praver. One of
the senior member of our congregation
commented, when | interviewed

her, that she was very thankful

that God has given her a chance

to wnte on the foundations of the

newly built church and that it was

something she would not forget 5o casily. g

A vouth had a brilliant idea and i

said that he would keep

the nail, auction it off

some time

later and

contribute the

proceeds to

the Church

Redevelopment fund.

hy Lai Wei Cheng




