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our way 1o 34 Serangoon Garden Way. We were directed

into the premises by some workers, and tentatively made our way up uneven stairs
and wall-less rooms to the 3rd floor. About 30 of us gathered under umbrellas, and
under the bemuzed eyes of the woarkers and contractors, for the short service to
place the cross on to the bell tower.

Rev Dr lsaac Lim reminded us that the Cross is central to the life of the disciple, for
the cross is the way into the presence of a holy and righteous God. Therefare, the
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cross means discipleship — that as Christians we are to be a holy and righteous

people, set apart for God, His purposes and
His Kingdom. The empty cross is our hope of
a resurrected body and eternal life. The cross
is central to the life of the community, because
God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son. The cross is thus our reasan for mission.
_ Bishop Dr Robert Solomon reminded us that
& irn the Old Testament, fire and rain were
symbols of the presence of a haly God among
His people; and we chuckled, remembering the day that
fire gutted the roof of the sanctuary. That 'disaster’ meant
that the sanctuary was now being rebuilt at minimum cost
to ourselves; perhaps the inconvenience and mess of the
rain that morning reminds us that God continues to smile
down at us.
The next time most of us will be there, the building will
be complete and the furniture and fittings in place. We
will probably argue about the use of rooms, we will worship
and pray in the sanctuary, the children will run alang the
new corridors and bang the doors. We will be a living,
vibrant community, We must remember the versas written
on the foundations of the buildings, and the cross on the
bell tower, We are 1o be a peaple whase lives are built
on the Word of God, and shaped and formed by the Cross,




Celebrating 48 Years of Grace

On 12th September 2004, Trinity Methodist Church (TMC) celebrated her 48th
Anniversary. To most in the congregation, this event may appear 1o be yet another
ordinary milestone that has been made since the church embarked on its redevelopment
project. In fact, the combined anniversary service would be the last in the cavernous
school hall of Paya Lebar Methodist Girls School [Primary); the next one shall
be in the redeveloped church premises.

The significant work of the pioneers in TMC's early years and its sequel, the subsequent
blossaming of the church will remain the most memorable, to the current generation
in TMC. That flowering process is only possible with nourishments of God's abiding
grace and His faithfulness. The anniversary is thus, a celebration of God, a tribute to
Him and # handsome embrace of one another in the church community, The mood
was festive, almost carnival=like.

The service began with a hymn 'Celebrate the Lord' sung by the cheir, Following the
time of praise, was a prayer of thanksgiving and supplication led by Mr P Sathiasingam.
After the tithes and offerings were taken, Pastor Philip Lim welcomed some newcomers
and congratulated Mr Jerry Ong, for having successfully passed another

round in the Singapaore [dol the previous night.

Alice Goh gave a testimony in Chinese which was translated into
English by Mr James Loke. She shared with the congregation

her problems with arthritis, diabetes, rheumatism and headaches
and how Ged had healed her, She gave thanks to God for making
available the TMC Chinese ministry. Mr James Loke translated her
testimony from English to Chinese, Chinese to English and even
from Chinese to Chinese! It was hilarious,

FITY

Before the pair could leave the congregation perpetually laughing
in stitches, they were interrupted by Mr Jacob Cheng whe brought
on yet anather entertaining pair, Mrs Daphne Lim and young Timathy
of the children's ministry (CM] made their appeals to the congregation
to participate in CA's donation lunch on 3rd October. The CM hoped
to raise between 515,000 and 525,000 through that. Yeung Timothy
was struggling to convey his understanding of the dallars involved
! to the congregation, He ended up saying that the people in the

Chinese Ministry did not know God! OF course, what he meant was,
the CM could be like the Chinese ministry - an instrument to get more people to know
Ged. To an unsparing professional, that appeal must have been a public relations
digaster but kudos to Timathy, for his fine courage and for the mirth he had unwittingly
generated, After the ‘commercizls', the congregation was treated to a song item by
the Chinese Ministry. The anniversary service was a first where the English congregation
and the Chinese Ministry came together,
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PASTORS' REPORT FOR CONFERENCE YEAR 03/04

Introduction

It was indeed apl for us 1o have chosen the theme: "Transitions
- Meeting Challenges” for the past year. The [ast 12 months
had been one af many chatlenges - far the members, the
leaders, the pastors. With a massive project back in 34
serangoon Garden Way, it was sometimes a struggle to keep
focused and nob be distracted by the many additional
administralion and meetings thal came along with the
redevelopment. But thanks be to God, we survived this difficult
vear, and by faith shall look forward 1o another blessed vear
in zarvice of the Almighty. In the report below, we shall bnefiy
recount the challenges faced this last one year.

Challenges In Worship

We continued with the monthly Combined Semvice, where
both congregations met together for worship and Holy
Communion, Much effort was pul in (o lead the people in a
holistic warship service thal included a children sermon,
testimony, and a blend of both hymns and modern songs.

It was through these monthly services that the challenges of
waorship began to surface. |t was discovered that not a few
of our people had a poor understanding of what it means to
waorship God. The spirit of individualism manifested in maost
complainls concerning the sendices. Nevertheless, the Warship
& Music committee responded well by conducting courses on
worship, as well as using various means o educate the people
an worship. But it has been noted that the issue goes deeper,
and that the pastors will have to deal with the overall
spirituality of our people - with discipleship being the key.

Challenges In Fellowship

Coupled with the combined services, the teadership had tried
to provide a platform for fellowship through the post-service
lunches, This has met with a small but significant success, as
more people (between 100-150) began to find it meaningful
to remain after service to interact with one another, Another
effort is through small groups, where about 20 groups meet
reqularly to encourage one another in the Lord, Within the
various segment ministries {e.g, WSCS, Seniors and Youth),
a requiar platform for feliowship is provided. The church camp
in June left a deep impression in those wha attended, with
new relationships being built and old ones strengthened.

Mevertheless, the challenge remains, The ideals of Heb, 10:24-
25 and Acts 4;32-35 are far from being realized, Many of our
relationships remain superficial and members in general do
not understand what it means to carry one another's burdens,
Even within some of our more mature small groups, there is
difficulty in breaking down the barriers that are essential in
true, deep and rich fellowship amongst believers.

There is @ continuing concemn that our young adult [e.. singles

and young couples) and adult (e.g. new parents) segments are
not being provided with suitable environments for mutual
edification and support. There may also be a need to start a
men's fellowship to address the unigue struggles of our men,
both singles and fathers. The W5CS will also nead to make
bold changes in order to remain relevant.

Challenges In Discipleship

The past year saw the resurgence of teaching courses, this
time developed and led by the lay people. This is a cause for
encouragement and rejoicing. Two of such courses that were
successfully conducted were the Purpose-DOriven Life course
and the Ezsential Prayer Life course, The more than expected
attendance (about 50] in each of these courses pointed to the
fact that our people are hungry, and we must feed them.

This is where our long-awaited Disciple & Nurture Roadmap
(mamed "River of Life”) comes in at just the divinely-appointed
time, With God's providence of a new LMS [Training), we have
finally completed the roadmap which will intentionally gquide
each member towards maturity in Christ [our motto). Although
much remains to be done (e.g. how do we get people to want
to be discipled and nurtured?], we are thankful that a small
step has been taken in the right direction. Along with the
need for intentional discipleship and teaching, the pastors are
considering moving away from the lectionary, to preaching
a careful selection of sermon series that address the specific
concerns and needs of the church.

This year has also seen the fising unease among leaders
regarding the commitment level of members, || was noted
that there are more than a hundred people who are in our
membership roll and who do not even come to church anymaore,
While some may have been absent for valid reasons, it was
discovered that many have left and gone to another church
[while keeping the membership for sentimental or practical
considerations), This is unacceptable and must be dealt with
accordingly. The membership vaws of Prayer, Presence, Gifts
and Service must be fulfilled,

Challenges In Ministry

The lack of discipleship, which has affected our fellowship
and our worship, naturally affects our ministry involvement
as well, TMC continues to be “run” by a minority (less than
20%:7] of faithful workers wha also serve in multiple ministries.
This is unhealthy, and we address this through the pulpit as
well as small groups,

Mevertheless, small pockets of volunteers continue to be an
encouragement in mini-projects, such as those that have been
organized to reach out to the Primary 5 girls in FLMGS as well
as kids from Chen 5u Lan home. The recent involvement of
adults in Youth Ministry and the renewed ministry in Pelangi



Village are good signs. Perhaps what our people necd are more
platfarms far service, clearer guidelines, and often a nudge or
& word of affirmation.

A new ministry (tentatively named Visitations Ministry) which
consists af Membership Committee, Seniors Ministry, Prayer
& Intercession, Outreach & Social Concerns, WSCS and Small
Groups, seems to be in the making. This ministry sceks to
coordinate and integrate the pastoral care and visitation efforts
aof the church - 2o that no member is neglected and every
member is given an apportunity to care for another less
fortunate one.

An encouraging pericd this year was when many church
mernbers, both voung and old, surrounded the family of the
late Mr Wee Hian Chor with unceasing prayers, love and
eoncern. This showed that our people do care, and it is the
task of the leadership to organize our flock for ministry.

Challenges In Missions

At the local front, the recent Mid-Autumn outreach organized
by the Chirese Ministry has shown that our people are generaliy
willing to reach out - provided relevant activities are planned.
We were initially concerned with whether we could come close
to the 30 tahles booked for the event, but the Lord surprised
us pleasantly by filling up 44 tables, This is a challenge for us
to continue to think of creative ways to bring the Gospel to
our neighbours, Community penetration strategies {already
effectively employed by many independent churches] is an
area we need 1o seriously consider.

One of the outreach efforts that are bearing some Fruits, and
which has tremendous potential, is that of the Boys' and Girls'
brigades. Although the ground is hard, TMC must continue to
wark at this difficult ministry, because the future of our church
depends on aur ability to bring the Gospel to the masses. 50
press on, those whao labour with our heartland boys and girs
- may the Lord bring more to work alongside you!!

Our mission work in Cambodia 15 alse i transition, and meeting
challenges. While we have been successful lately in getting
more of our leaders ta be invelved in this work {through visits,
praver and discussions), we are currently facing saome challenges
wenrking with Methodist Missions Society. Mevertheless, it is
our commitment to Cambadia and especially Takmau TMC to
grow the church and her leaders. Let us pray that the Lord will
open the way for us,

Challenges In Redevelopment

The redevelopment continues to challenge our mind, our hearts,
our bodies and our faith, There were inevitably imes when
leaders became tired, frustrated, and even discouraged over
the nitty-gritty of the project. There were times when the
leadership was visibly strained by differences in opinion and
by wery long meetings, but God's grace has carried us through.
But the overriding concerns remain the commitment of aur
congregation to the project, Judging from the financial status,

it seems that there are many who stll do not support the
rebuilding efforts or have chosen to take a back seat. For this,
we can only hope and pray that when we return to the new
building, the people will begin to see that we have done what
15 right.

Challenges In Leadership

We are encouraged, that despite the difficult year Tor the
church, our leaders have remained steadfast and commitbed.
Most have responsibly discharged their responsibilities and
made a difference for the Lord. The coming year will see some
new anil younger faces, which we pray will continue to facilitate
the renewal of our leadership, May the Lord unite us and build
strong bonds amaongst our leaders.

One area thal needs attention is the care and nurture of
leaders. Some efforts were made on implementing & mentoring
system, but it has not taken off, The small group leaders’
cluster meetings have been a time of refreshing for those who
attend, but we need to encourage more SGLs to be willing to
receve feeding and build mutual accountability. We will
continue to refine the efforts, with the hope that each of our
leaders will be properly guided and empowered to minister
cffectively.

Challenges In Prayer

Finally, we face the challenge to pray. The prayer life of our
people and our leaders has much room for improvement. Prayer
meetings continue to be poorly attended, while attempts at
participative prayer during the worship service have mel with
much resistance. But there are signs of renewal. The
international Prayer Conference has stirred the hearts and
mindgs of all who attended. Qur leaders have begun to pray
more regularly and earnestly. The recent fast and pray session
(5 Sep 04} saw the participation of many new faces. The Prayer
& Intercession committee has grown in their rale and continues
to fan the flame of prayer in many lives. In the coming year,
let us all cry out to cur Father; "Lord, teach us haw Lo pray!l”

Conclusion

A5 Bishop Or Robert Solomon shared with us on 31 Jul 04,
TMC has experienced “Fire and Rain”, Both signify the presence
of the Spirit in our church. The mighty work of the Spirit is
earnestly sought after as we embark on another year of
challenges, especially in the arca of discipleship, May the Lord
renew, refresh and re-dedicate us for ministry in @ new era
of Trinity Methodist Church,

Finally, the pastors would like to take this opportunity to thank
the lay leadership for their loving support, joyful fellowship
and gracious partnership 25 we together serve our great God,
for the sake of His glorious Gospel!!

Rev. Philip Lim & Pastor Lol Koi Ming



The Collapse of TTMC Building

The Takmau Trinity Methodist Church [TTMC) building collapsed on 4 August 2004
while undergoing 2 land-fill project.

The building was built on a pond and previously the pond was used to rear freshwater
fish so that they could be harvested to help fund the ministries of the church.

Though this was a good idea, there were also some problems faced especially during
the rainy season. The pond would usually overflow and flood the surrounding land,
thus affecting the properties of her neighbouwrs, The loose soil surrounding the pond
also posed another problem where the walls dividing the church and her neighbours
may eventually collapse.

After consulting @ Singaporean contractor wha is working in Phnom Penh, the
Missions Committee was advised to have the pond Nilled up.

It was during the process of filling up the pond with earth that the pillars holding
the building became unstable. Before anything else could be done to solve this
problem, the building tilled to one side and eventually collapsed.

Tharks be to God that there were no injuries during the accident!

Though it was sad to see the church building collapse especially for the Pastor-in-
charge, Thu Santik, and his members, this can also be seen as a blessing.

Qver the years, the surrounding land has been used to build residential buildings
and all these structures have blocked TTMC, This has hampered the effectiveness
of her ministries in reaching out to the people around the church and within the
province,

HERE ARE SOME PRAYER ITEMS:

1) Pray that a new piece of land can be found soon %
to relocate the church, We hope to find one
where there is already a building erected so that £
WE Can save cost.

2) PTa':.r &rsru that the current F]EEE of land whm

3} Pray that the Lord will.give wisdom and gu:l:lam:‘t
ta all the persans involved in this project, especially
in the search for a new location and also in The plan now for TTMC and the Missions Committee, is to look

building the various facilities for the church, for another piece of land that is more prominent and, hopefully,
! e along one of the main roads, The committee is working with
4} Pray for Pastor 'Fh.u Sdnt!k and the me.mhﬂs of the Methodist Missions Society and the missionary staff at the
TIMC that they will cortinue to 'grow in the Lord

i i i i God Methodist Centre in Cambodia on this project. We hope to have
.an ks n'-:'.rs et el S the project completed by February 2005,
in:the elder's home.

y ; ) The church service is currently held in the home of one of the
5} In Movember, a team from TMC will be going to f

_ church elders.
Cambodia to conduct a Family Camp for TIMC.
Pray that this camp will bring the members closer "Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labour in vain.”
and may the lessons they learn on "Evangelism (Psalm 127:1a)
As A Lifestyle” allow them to b frective To God be the glary! '

in reaching out to those who do not know God.

By Anay Chew

1



Seeds of ove
at Mid-Autumn

The celebration of mid-autumn festival symbaolizes a time of reunion, of
spending time with family and loved ones, 2 time of great warmth and jov.
We experienced great joy as 8 family of God celebrating the mid-autumn
festival together, bringing our unsaved loved ones to the evangelistic dinner
on 18 5eptember at the lumba Serangoon Seafood Restaurant It was a time
when we, as a church, experienced great warmth in feilowship, a warmth
that testified of God's presence in our midst. |ndeed, praise God for His
waork, for His Spirit that was so powerfully with us, such that all who came
returned home embraced by the warmth of His love. This warmth was
experienced even by our non-Christian guests;, with one of them commenting,
‘It's really nice being in the midst of everyone who is 5o warm and friendly.’

The night began with a light-hearted game, with @ couplet hidden in two
of the mooncakes placed before guests on the table. Guests randomiby selected
a mooncake to consume, and two lucky winners walked away with 2 chic-
looking radio. This helped break the ice as quests carefully prodded at the
maooncakes before them, checking for any straw embedded.

The highlight was, however, undoubtedly the performance by Chen Mej
Kwang, a popular local artiste. Chen Mei Kwang was a great hit with the
older folks, with many of them being all ears as she sang and shared her

= " testimoeny. Indeed, to God be the glory for how mightily He used
i S ‘ this sister in Christ to plant the seeds of His love as she shared
- “' Bh f the goodness of God in her life. Let us continue to pray that just
' as the seeds of love have been planted, the hearts of those that
e o  fiave come will continue to be softened and that these seeds
: ' will eventually bear fruit in God's perfect time.

= 'I,,"‘n'

By Eugenio Kah



Mdrm S8eow Ki Meng
(caretaker's wife):
"Vary happy fo be back,
thinps will be much more
convenignd."

Lee Poh Lin (one of the founding members):
"We pelebrated TMC's 4Bth anniversary on
12th Bept 2004, TMC has brought back many
memories for me and my family. | can still
remember how TME started through the faithiul
pagt and preserd members who frusted and
nbeyed God. Being sway from TMEC for about
2 years for redevelopment is o long time.
Homecoming is slways a joyous nooasion
espeeially since this is the House that God built
for us fo enjoy His presenoe there. Let us then
together as one big family enter His house
again with thanksgiving and praise and confinue
ttr serve Him faithfully”

Lyrin Cham:
"It's always
heaart warming
to pedurn
home,"

Mrs Nanoy Tay:

looking forward to it with expectanoy] B means
more roome and hopefully they won't be furned
into 'while elephants’. | wish for a room where

Jagmine:

"Wonderfull Although the physical church
should be & secondary concern, it's great
to move back and worship fogether a2 &
church in a building that has been given fo
us by God. We're blessed as | can't walt {0
return fo Gardens!”

Richard Tay:

"I look forward to the church homecoming.
Hopefully, there is a room set aside where
the seniors can exercise, res! and fellowship
with each other."

Yip 8yn Wun and La Wei Cheng
ask TMC memberg about

REFLECTIONG
Oh moving back

Mrs Catherine Pang:

"Feel very excited, eapecially
with thoughts of the new
Mandarin ministry. | recall
how years ago | had wished
for a Chinese ministry in TMC
50 | could bring miy mother!

Jestyn:
"} feel very

happyl”

Terri Koh:
A lot of thanksgiving in my heart] If the
“Church home coming? s gresd, exciting and I'n pongrepation can feel relief, how much more

relief i felt by the church leaders, redevelopment
committee and helpers who have put in so much.
Iz also s testimony of God providence to TMC,

the needy student can do some quiet study, also that He hag seen us through our difficulties and
nne where the emotionally weary can po and spend lirmitations.”
time alone with God, the WBCS will have a kitohen

pubinet where the utensite do not do the
‘dizappearing aot'l"

Bhaun Lai:

lan:
* A new beginning with unlimited
possibilifies with God's unlimited

"Finally, Thank God for & place we can power,”
settle down, I 5 greal to go back to a '
place that we are familiar with and warship

God with less disfraction,”



My DISCIPLE Journey

By Chng Sea ¥i
Rk Buwy Frome Lo Todfid)
B feonis Foar PASSE Fciidndorl

A Chian Seo ¥, Miss Shorce Koo,

‘e dog My dfor Py Feen

e Al ed Chead, K Sason Cnen
Frant Ao (Fraom Lefr 3o fighr]

i Aley Tavn (Faaiiiadocf, B Sean D,
Ay limarhy Fong, Mr Tnoemas Linu

Muany, mony years loter, you ore walking in heaven, You meet an old man.
The man greets you and says, ‘Hello, My nome (s Amas,' You ask, ‘Amas?
Asin fomous Amos? The man replies, 'Yes, (om fomods Amas.” You sgy
incredulously, ‘Really? As in Famous Amos chocolote chip cookies? He
says, 'No. Asin Amos, the author af the book Amas, in the Old Testament
Haven't you read my book? You whisper in o small voice, ‘Actually no. |

pewer fouhg the fime

Waudn T thaot be embarrassing

DISCIPLE bible study is & 34-week commitment that involves reading 70% ot the bible,
| estimate that DISCIPLE took up about 30 minules per day of my time and about another
3 hours on the day of the class. Before | started DISCIPLE, | thought this was a lot of
time to dedicate - time thal | could spend at work or at home relaxing. | often work
overnight fram Bpm to Bam; and sometimes nonstop for 30 hours from Bam one day
to Zpm the next; and time and sleep are very previous to me. But, in retrospect, DISCIPLE
was very manageable and it definitely took up much less of my time than | had feared.

| am thankful to our DISCIFLE Facilitators Alex and June for their wisdom and guidance.
They were an inspiration tous always,
| cannot claim that DISCIPLE was always smocth saifling. There were many ups but there

were zlso downs,

Thers was death, Qur Feilow DISCIPLE class member, Br Wee, was called home to be
with the Lord midway through our course, We shared some of his pain.

But, there was also ife, Alex announced Lo us that his wife was pregnant one day during
class, We share his happiness,

There was also re-birth, Alfred was baptized recently and we sang “Welcome to the
Family" for him.

Timothy began his university studies; Sean started a new job whilst Thomas quit his job
and started full time ministry work with the blessings and support of his wife Wes Yeen;

Pastor Kai Ming's wife Lesley was also a pupil in our class and she shared with us insights
about being a paster's wife,

We discovered our awn spiritual gifts and each other's gitts - like how Sharon 15 so
musically gifted; and how Wilson, though the youngest in our group, was filled with so
much faith.

Finally imagine this:

Again you are walking in hesven, You meet @nolher ofd mar

The man greets
you and says, ‘Hello, | am fob” You reply confidently, "lab? | read and studied

your hfe story from the first word to the last in the bible

wouldn't that be fantastic?

A

By Jeannie Tan

GIVING TO

Has our society become so desensitised
o the call to donate that even church
members are reluctant to heed the eall
to build a new church?

Walk down Orchard Road an a weekend
and you will almost definitely be
stopped by zealous fund-raisers, each
representing a different charity and
each appealing to you to part with some
of your money. Da you ever get irritated?
Do you give freely to all of them or do
you question their need for funds?

Back to the issue of the call for funds
to build our new church. Many TMCers
have given generously and freely;
afterall God loves a cheerful giver, Yet,
there are also some of us out there whao
are reluctant to give, 'It's a $12m ship”.
"It's the LCEC's private project’. These
are just some of the comments that
have been made about the re-building
of the new church,

Admittedly, at times, whenever the call
for funds comes from the church
redevelopment committee, | do privately
question the need for it. Do we really
need such a huge building? Why is so
much money being spent; can’t we do
wilh a more modest church building?

It was with all these questions in mind
that | arranged for an interview with
Mr Sathiasingam (or Uncle Sathia as
he is maore fondly known) to find out
more about the Church Redevelopment
Committee and its work,

Uncle Sathia, as many of vou know is
one of the pioneers of TMC. Together
with a group of likeminded Serangoon
Gardenites, he had a burning desire to
build a church in Serangoon Gardens
in the 19505, In those days, the cost of
the land and of building TMC amounted
b anly about SE0000, Yet, it wasn't an
easy task getting the donations. Uncle
Sathia and his team had to organize
jogathons and potluck sessions in arder
to raise funds. Children from the Sunday
Schoal were also encouraged to play a
part by donating & part of their pocket
money. Fellow Christians from other
churches also contributed generously
to the cause,



God's Work

Today, TMC is redeveloping its church building. It still needs
to raize another 57 million for the redevelopment fund. Has
our desire to contribute to God's work waned over the years?

The skeptics amongst us feel that there is no need to build
a new church = the old one was sufficient for our needs,
Bven if we do really need a new building for practical reasons
{ie the cost of repairing the old building does not make
economic sense compared to a new building) do we need
to spend $12m on it?

When | gingerly posed these questions o Lincle Sathia, |
half expected an outburst as | know he has been working
tirelessly on this redevelopment project. However, he very
matier-of-factly told me that there was a necessity to build
a hig church, TMC has a big piece of land which was
being under-ufilised. We need more rooms for our
minisiries. A bigger church will also enable us to draw
more people info our community and into God's fold
and that, basically, is the ultimate aim, He cited examples
of other churches also having to spend similar amounts on
MEW premises,

Uncle Sathia also made it very clear during my interview
with him that when he goes to the pulpit on Sunday momings
1o raise funds for the new church, it is never his intention
to persuade people to give more than what they can afford.
In fact, all he is asking for is more support from the
congregation. It does not matter if you are unable to
support the rebuilding project financially: he and his
team are happy enough if you pray for the project. He
believes it iz the atitude of the congregation that counts
and he is heartened by the fact that despite some people
being skeptical about the rebullding project, they still
trust God enough to give to His work. At the end of the
day, Uncle Sathia believes that peaple within the congregation
know that the rebuilding project is God's project and that
is why they are still contributing to it

For those of you who need some encouragement to give to
God's wark, Uncle Sathia’s message is very simple. Think of
God's many blessings and give whatever you can to
help God with Hig work. Even il you are not able to
vontribute much financially, your pragers, your support
and your aHiude towards the whole redevelopment
project is what he and his team need.

Uncle S8athia himself lives by this and that is one reazon
why he iz actively involved in God's work - because he
knows God hag blegsed him richly.

Uncle Sathia - the man who wants to do God's work - will
he appealing to us soon again for funds, This time round, |
will try not to be skeptical. Afterall, TMC is my church too
and | want to do my part for God,

L]

Ministry Opportunities

If you have a love for God
and His people, WE WANT YOU!

REHEARSAL PIANIST

™ at least Gr. B Planoforte (or equivalent]
mm | * faithful attendance at rehearsals and diligent
' practice reguined
# ahle to serve weekly on Sundaysfspecial occasions,
on 4 bi-monthly roster

* pager 1o sing the glory of God's name and
make His praise glorious!

* all voices (SATB) welcome

* able to sing in tune

& music literacy preferred, but not essential

*» faithful attendance at rehearsals and diligent practice
required

* able to serve weekly on Sundays

Interested? Call Tricia Tong at 87345239

MUSICIANS for Contemporar

& gl| instruments considered % lg

* 3 feam player

& faithful altendance at rehearsals snd
diligent practice required

* music literacy required

* able to attend rehearsals at least twice
a month on Friday nights

Please call Adrian Cheang at 93661447

‘Hoorkeepers of the goles of the Lord's bemple” 2 Chr 23:79

* friendly and cheerful

* gnjoy meeting and greeting people

* 3 heart tor those with special needs

® duties incl. ushering, collecting offerings,
handing cut bulleting other terature

Interested, please call Stephen Loh at 96736498

| PA CREW

"their sound hos gone out to ol the eortlh. [Rom 10:18]

» able-bodied, energetic {:Ii

® able to serve on Sundays [set-up 1 hr  S=AS,
before 15t service and pack-up after last service)

* responsible and able to work in a team

* duties involve set-up of sound system and attending
to special reguirements

® no cxperience needed, training will be provided

Call Gary at 9875-GARY/ 98754279

Alternatively, email: trish3309@yahoo.co.uk
for any of the above listings.




8y Tricia Tang

Worship
& Liturgy Course

The Worship & Music Ministry held a Waorship & Liturgy
course over two Saturdays in late February this year. We
were blessed to have Rev Chiang Ming Shun and Pastor
Barnabas Chong' conduct the course for us,

The course participants fall 50 of them of all age groups)
were challenged to think about:

# what Christian Worship is;

® whether worship should be the offering of our best
talents and arts to Gad - even in forms unfamiliar or
incomprehensible to people; and

* whether worship should be in familiar language and
styles so that the meaning is grasped by all even though
the result is less impressive artistically.

The histerical changes in worship services were also traced
through the ages in an informative and engaging way.

Rev Chiang explained that a liturgical service is conceived
so that all worshipers take an active part in offering their
worship together. Worshipers are not a passive audience.
Hence, the worship of God is not limited to singing ar
music, but also to prayer, exhortation, dectarations, symbolic
acts, signs and symbols,

Soren Kierkegaard (1813-1855), # great thenlogian, was
born in Copenhagen in the early nineteenth century said
that, ‘in the worship of God, whether it be in Scripture
reading, corporate prayer, of music, etc., we tend to think
of the worship leaders [chair, etc.) as the actors . God as
the prompter of their lines .. and the congregation as the
audicnce.’ But the more accurate understanding of the
sacred drama of worship is this:

The people of the congregation are the actors,

The waorship leaders are the prompters of the lines for your
daily life.

And God alone is the audience of this haly and human
theatre.

Pastor Barnabas then expounded on the 'Life of a Worship
Leader’ and how God calls to be a worship leader someone
who is a worshiper and a spiritual leader, The life of a
worship leader should be characterized with the following
attributes:

1. Holiness and prudence
2. Word and devotion

3. Hearing God

4, Servanthood

5, Confidence in Christ

6. In touch

7. A desire to improve self

i Rew Civiang s from Kemporg Kopar Methodist Church, arg Pastor
Barnchos from Frith Metbadier Chwirch,

Learning about

I Whld should we WDl’Ship? By Janres Lim

Maybe it's just me, bul through all my yvears as a follower of
Christ, I've found that nothing draws me closer to my Father
mare than the worship of our Lord through the songs that we
sing a5 a church and as individuals., It is during those intimate
maments whern | IFE g my hands and allow every word of a
song to convey my decpest ionging and prayers to Him, that |
find such great comfort, joy and belonging. My Christian life
did nat begin ke this. In fact, church was a mast boring task
to me alf through my childhood years. It was anly in my teenage
vears that God began to show me how powerfully He can draw
someone to Himself through praise and worship,

'The Bible Tells Me So'

S0 why do we worship through songs and singing? While warship
can very obwiously draw 3 believer closer to God, that is actually
not the main reason for doing so. The simple reason is that the
Lard has commanded it. The Bible says in Psalms 29:2 that we
are to 'Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship
the Lord in the beauty of His holiness', How do we do that? By
'nsalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making music
in your heart to the Lord' (Ephesians 5:19).

Songs as a Powerful Instrument

Fortunately, God has not left us completely bewildered with the
imtention of this commandment toworship Him. He has graciously
given us many clues and indications of the reasons why He
demands worship from His people. A most obvious reason for
worship, which | have already shared, is the fact that worship
is a means by which God draws us into His awesome-ness and
majesty. We cannot understand it, but most can agree that God
has ordained music and song in a very powerful way to convey
messages and emotiens. When we sing songs unlo God, and
sincerely begin to meditate upon the words when singing and
praying, God will use the music and the songs as a channel to
conmect with us,

Act of Surrender

Waorship is also an act of
surrender. It demands that we
relinquish aur nwn pride and
pronounce God as the controller
of our lives. We cannal truly
worship until we are willing to
surrender. While we all will, from
time to time (some more often
than others), seize back control
aver our lives, but as long as we
are genuinely sincere in wanting
God to use our lives any way He chooses, we should all be even
more eager to worship because worship is a means for us to




Worship — Our Journeys

affirm our surrender. Songs like ! Surrender All* and ‘Lord | Offer
MWy Life to You' foree us fo examine our lives in order to sing
them with sincerity. The more we worship, the more we will
find it easier to give up our lives to follow Him.

| encourage you to take a minute to ponder over what | have
shared and to say a short praver of commitment to become the
true worshiper that God describes in John 423, "Yeb a2 time is
coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers
Ihe Father seeks'

I First a Worshiper By Sharon Ang
What's with the Singing?

As an immature Christian in Junior College who had yet to
understand the meaning of worship, | found myself spending
most mornings before the school bell, gathered with other
Christians ‘singing songs about God',

While "worship' had been part of my 'Christian activities’ since
I was a believer, admittedly, there was a stage in my Christian
walk when | had not appreciated the deeper meaning and purpose
behind the "singing’. Even at that stage in my walk, | was asked
ta lead in worship', The way | understood [or did nob understand]
what these worship sessions meant, had an effect on the way
| approached them and prepared myself for them. Thankfully,
through God's Word, as well as experientially, He has taught me
more aboul what it means bo worship Him, Ulkimately, this has
affected how | am now able to draw near to God, and attempt
to help others draw near to Him through worship,

As @ worship leader in TRMC, the
Spirit continually reminds me
of my role = to usher the people
inta God's presence so that they
may intimately worship Him,
receive ministry from Him and
glorify Him, with minimal
distraction.

Preparing fo Worship - Some lessons from God
Leading worship necessitates the discipline of personal
preparation through prayer and waiting on God, meditating
on the Word and =eeking God far the songs to be sung and
as well as the exhortation between songs, to draw out the
theme and focus of

important aspect is
the unity between
the worship team,
including the band
members and back-
up vacalsts, The
worship and music
minislry 15 a beam
ministry and each member should have a common
underslanding on the focus and emphasis for theHme e
worship, and work together towards that direction.

As a worshiper, similar principles apply. | am.now more aware
of the link between my personal walk with God and how |
eaperience God in corporate worship. | also pay closer atlention
ta the words of the sengs that are being sung and keep an
active listening ear-to.what God may wish to convey to me
through the words of sangs and exhortation. The idea of the
worship team can.be n:z;Lhu:Ied to the whole church - each
worshipper is- als.n a 'leader thraugh the nfrenng of ourselves
to God and our active participation in the service, which_is
a form ofemeouragément to others.

Worship is & Lifestyle —_

Within the worship Hnﬁ"inuslt mlmstr'g-:._we remind each other
that we are first 3 wm'shlper then a waorship leader | band
member et ete. As a worshiper, we should strive to offer
ourselves completely to Gad in our daily living (Ram 12:1-32),
ter pursue a life of holiness and godliness (Heb 120 to.grow
in the kndwledo@Bf God's Word (Ps 1:2) and have the attitude
of servanthoad {1 Cor. 1:29) as we serve others. i case there
is any misunderstanding, these are impertant to-all Christians,
since the church is not so much a place of

worship, but a people who worship.

T T Ay

My learning journey is still in its
early stages. Each time | lead
worship and participate in
corporate worship as a member
of the congregation; | continue to -
pray that God will teach us (myself
included), as a church, what it means | .
to worship in spirit and in truth, For this:
will not just allow us bo reach & greater Im[ macy with
Him in our Sunday wurshlp - lt 'ﬂ'l“ have 3 Eashng. hnnsfnrmrng
effect on our entire lives, 1

James Lim and "ﬁi
%_ Shorod Amng ;



TMC's
and Music
Ministry

By Tricia Tong
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 Mission State

= To assist and enable, with the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, all within the
congregation to understand the meaning
purpose and practice of worship, and
hence to worship God in spirit and in
truth

* To support the pastoral team in Sunday
weorship services, and elsewhere in the
other ministries of the church as required

* To promote the study of worship by
persons serving within the ministry, and
other individuals and groups within the
congregation

® To plan for the ministry and training of
lay persons as worship leaders

* Ty encourage and support the recognition
of musicians and choriskers in the local
congregation, and discover and develap
persons to serve in the ministry of
worship

* To encourage wider uge and
understanding of visual arts, dramatic
arts, and architectural design as an
expression of faith and means of
proclamation of the gospel

Worship

ﬁ Transpmt

The Warship & Music ministry of Tnnity
bethodist Church comprises of a number
of sub-minisiries, altogether comprising
of more than 3 hundred people.

The most visible work of the ministry is
the support that it gives to each Sunday
sarvice, n any given Sunday, there are
approximately 80 people from the ministry
serving the Lord in various areas (see list
on teft),

Each sub-ministry has its own specific role
to play. Like Baskin Roblins ice cream, the
work of the ministry 15 plentiful in flavour,

With specific rles to fulfill, it can be easy
for each sub-ministry Uunconsciously 1o
broome insulated from other sub-
ministries, instead of funchiomng and
serving as one cohesive unit. Henoe, all in
the ministry are encouraged not B harbour
an ‘us” and ‘them’ mentality, but to
appreciate that they are one compleie
unit serving Dhe Lord, 1T also takes constant
effort not bo become entrapped in
cancentrating on mere tasks, but to remind
purselves that we are not called to he
mere “Martha's; our combined Lask s to
reach out to those in the wider church
communily and bevond. One of the ways
the ministry keeps itself on the straight
and narrow path is to encourage each
sub-ministry to pray for other sub-
ministries and for the church community.
This year, TMC facused on nurturing the
prayer life of each warshipper at TMC, The
Worship & Music ministry supports this
focus by encouraging the larger sub-
ministries to pray together before or after
Qoing about their tasks on Sundays. As
such, vou will find the TMC Choir praying
together before rehearsal, and the 9 am
wiorshig leaders grouping to pray after the
9 am service, each Sunday,

The reason | live is to warship You®
Asoa believer's primany task is o worship
the Lord, it 1% S0 very important Bo know
wihat "warship’ means, John 4:23 fells us
that we aré to worshig in spint and in
truth.

It iz no concidence that the Warship &
Busic ministry's mission statement starts
with:

T assist and enable, with the guidance
of the Haly Spirit, all within the
congregation to understand the meaning
purpose and practice of worship, and hence
to worship God in spirit and in truth.

While a ‘'music ministry' is a relatively easy
concept to grasp, the 'worship” limb of the
minisbry offen gets lumped together with
‘music” in the same breath. When people
tafk ahout 'worship’, often, they just mean

Csinging'. We hear fellow believers say,
"We'll have worshig first, then we'll study
God's Waord, after which, we'll pray’ There
are others whom the word "worship’ only
prompts images of the Sunday church
service. This reflects an incomplete
understanding of the worship of God -
‘singing” and “music’ are nol synomymous
with ‘worship’.

The English word worship comes from the
Anglo-Saxan 'weorthscipe’, which
developed into ‘worthship® and, finally,
‘worship'. As can be seen from the word’s
derivation, worship is 'the act of giving
honour to someone of wort', Thus, to
wiorship God is to ascribe to Him the
supreme worth that He alone is worthy
wo reoeive, This can take the form of singing
and music, but also includes prayer, the
study of His Word, giving in tithes and
offerings and just about any act that gives
honour to the Almighty God.

Warshig 15 & drama in which both leaders
anid congregation share the stage, while
God consists of the only audienoe of
worship (5. Kierkegaard). Unlike the plays
of the human stage, however, there should
be no interval in a believer's worship of
God, The Worship & Music ministry invites
partners to join it in this living and un=
ending drama and in equipping others to
be actors and actresses in the same drama.
We pray that our humble service Lo the
Lord will resound in an unending encore
during the final curtain call wihen Christ
COMES 2Oain.



