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Called to be a Community in Christ and
Christ in the World

By Rev Dianna Khoo

In 2009, Trinity Methodist Church (TMC) will enter into the next phase of growth. We shall look for concrete ways
to expand God’s ministry. To achieve this, we need to discuss the use of our facilities, finances and other business
aspects of maintaining a ministry. These are important and necessary discussions because we are to be good
stewards of what God has given us. However, if we are not careful, our focus will be on those things and we will be
drawn away from the purpose to which we have been called.

Acts 2:42—-47 is a definitive description of a community of believers. When the first church began, that was what
she set out to do, these were her purposes. The church:

o Worshipped God

° Met together in relationship with one another

o Grew spiritually

o Served one another by meeting needs

° Reached out to others and gathered them into the life of the church.

The key activities were worship, fellowship, growth, ministry and evangelism.
EXALT - Connect to God

The very first thing, the most important thing to do with our lives is to worship God. Worshipping God is not just
about going to church and singing a few songs. Worshipping God means putting Him first in our lives. We are to
love God with our heart, soul, mind and strength (Matthew 22;37-38). God wants a relationship with us and for that
relationship to be first in our lives. Our highest priority is to love and know God.

TMC as a church wants to exalt God. We want to provide worship encounters and relational experiences that will
help all of us to be more fully connected to God. We want to worship God not only in our activities, but also in the
way we plan our programmes, spend our money and use our facilities.
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EMBRACE - Connect to Each Other

While exalt refers to our relationship with God, embrace is our relationship
with our neighbours, the people we serve with in ministry and meet
together with in small groups. “We are all parts of his one body... we
belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others” (Romans 12:5).
The verse says that we need each other, and that God designed it in that
way.

TMC is a community that takes steps to build relationships with others,
and not just wait for others to come to us. We show hospitality to family,
friends, colleagues and strangers when we invite them to eat with us. In
doing so, we invite them to first belong in our community, and then lead
them to believe in the truths of the gospel.

EXTEND - Connect to Others

Extend is that part of our lives which is lived beyond ourselves. This is
seen in evangelism, when we share the good news of what God has
done with others; and missions when we go overseas in partnership with
believers there. We serve others beyond our own backyard and comfort
zones in outreach and social concerns. Jesus prayed to God the Father
that his disciples would go into mission in the world in his footsteps: “In
the same way that you gave me a mission in the world, | give them a
mission in the world” (John 17:8).

TMC has done, and continues to do, some incredible things. Though we
can praise God for these fruits, we must never stop giving to others.
Rather, we continue to be open to opportunities to care for people as
Jesus did. We must be Christ to the world.

Intentional Living — Being Christ to the World

Church is not just about worship, ministry or even outreach. Rather, it's
about how we live our whole life. We need to lead balanced lives and
consider where and what we are investing in each of these areas, as
individuals, as families and small groups, and as a whole church.

“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus
resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). Jesus had travelled all over
Palestine, teaching and healing many people. But when it was time, he
turned his face toward Jerusalem, toward certain suffering and death. He
“resolutely set out” to fulfill his purpose and did not allow himself to be
distracted or delayed. Jesus knew what he was called to do.

Churchis not only about buildings and programmes. It's about people. And
we must intentionally keep it that way. We are called to be a community,
to live as Christ in the midst of a sinful and dying world. Therefore, our
life in this community is our witness, bringing light and hope to all we
connect with.

CALLING FOR
VOLUNTEERS!

TMC’s Communications
Ministry is on the lookout for:

Designers
to do layout for Saltshaker, church publicity
collaterals & website

Writers
to write for the Saltshaker, church publicity
collaterals & ad hoc projects

Editors
to edit the Saltshaker

Webmasters
to assist our web team

If you would like to join us, do contact the
church office at 6282 4443 or Kiem Kiok at
kiemkiok@gmail.com / 92353784,




5N N — A A3
AR F A

X IS e AT

2009  4F, DHAS =¥ NS K
B, TATE S Rk e LA
T BORBIZXASHE, FRATTTZE dnfe] 7 H 2
I BE A%« W55 S FLes O R 25 101 1m0k
TTHiE . I ) U2 55 21 I H AT 0 BEhAT 5
W BN FRATTED LA SRR IRATTIM S e 4
Wt o AR FRAIA DL, TATIESIEES )
SRV AE TS L6l 25 A4 5 47 P R AT T N AR A

AT feomiae - ATTMEREALRE T ek
IR o 2450 DA RIINAR, Xt 2
SN, KRS H . BN

U b

e BIR AR I A BRI G R
FER K

LR A« OB e e 2
E%A@ﬁﬂi,%%m%kﬁmiﬁ

L ES SRR INEI ENE S S

#
B

HIF - SRR

PATT AT e L B — A R AR A
WA DA BB S LU RFan g . M
PRI A A SRS IS A . R
ooy Rt REZ EMREM (5K22: 37-
38) o MESRAA —MRERNXR, JFHX
DN RAEBRANETG AT . AT 2
RS AP AT TR AT

R RESME RIS . BATEE
R =S E N IRV IDE RN & N SR IR E]
Bt PRI SRR . FATA S FAT
S SR AR, BRI RATH TAE, 23
GHERAT TR G P NG ) FH oA T 2 4%

W - Bk R

FEBATETHB S E MR R, BTt 25 JAT
ABFE S FZ TAE S0 SR A B, IRl Rl NS
AE . “TATXFZ N, EREEEEN 5, TH
PRI, Mg (54512 5) o KB
I BATEANTZ 7, IR BE Y o

= A AN SRR 7 2D BROR Sl SR A TR R A AL
BE, AN S A AR 1) BT AL o 4 BAT T i
HKBE~ IR A LB R AORICAR R, AT AT
Ron ] o IX A, A2 B 5G] 2 AT AL
oK, AR A AT AT AR 5 A SR

- S NIBCR

SEAH R BATAERG OB IAT B SR8 B
MR VR 2, G0 S B AT AR A S EAE
N PR RN, 2 B ATT R [ Ah s Sl R Ik . FRATTHE
F A SR AN G IE A B A Ar b N, BT AR X 283
B R IIAN  HRIR AR, SRAPEAEAEA TR
At ) B B S LA dm . DUON IR T IS 45 B
W, oamgatil. ” (AmiET1T: 8) .

=W EATE T, PSR AREEET, 2  ARELLE
R BATHESR B G2 AT X LR, A TR 620
AWK SR 72 RGN o ek BT AR, BT 4K 2
XM AMTIIHL 2 DR EFHIOT A FATE L AT 32
BHEAERAT R

AHMRARN - WS HE

HAA R R THIF . HENE BT, M2X
T AT AT L BT A AR . AT A A
AT, JF H G BB IATN Wy LA SKEEA/I
RN e A O A AU AR N

CHR W EE BRI H TR R, Aok e 1) HB B A
X7 CEINARE9: 51D o HEIR 28 7 384 a2
BB T2 N (HIE—2, Al 1 xS 25 HB
A, A2 AMERBET . b “ER “ER b H K, AN
FOVF I QO HEIR o HB IR e I 1 SR A

AR T AT oEk T A FAlnsi
ERIX A BATBRRBATRIE R T — 4R, ot 2SR
BAGETI R S g B BRI, FRATTAE XA AL AR
R e BT WA, e B B E IR M fe
Qi ENEORb WIIECEER




SMALL GROUP CONFERENCE

2008
KOINONIA

By Lim Sue Yien

A new and unique experience awaited participants of the inaugural Small
Group Conference organised by TMC, held over a Friday and Saturday, on
2510 26 Jul 08. The conference attracted more than 120 participants from
TMC, Aldersgate Methodist Church and Pentecost Methodist Church.

Some signed up because they wanted to gain insights from the keynote
speaker Dr Christine Pohl - an authority on Christian hospitality and com-
munity — of Asbury Theological Seminary in Kentucky. Some signed up
because the workshops sounded interesting. For example, “Living and Dy-
ing Well” conducted by former TMC pastor the Reverend Lim Jen Huat
did catch some attention! Others simply tagged along with their small
groups.

Whatever it was that brought members and friends to this conference,
their time was well spent focusing on subject matters that we Christians
do not normally talk or think about. As commented by Dr Pohl, things such
as promise keeping, truth telling, gratitude and hospitality are vital to sus-
taining healthy community life. However, these practices are like beams
in a home that generally go unnoticed until they fall down, or are broken
down by betrayal, exclusion or deception. Despite the challenges, living in
a Christian community is not optional. We are baptised into a community
of believers, and as Jesus lived and engaged in his own community, So we
are called to do likewise.

Methodists stress the importance of small groups because of John Wes-
ley’s view that holiness can be forged from the give and take of everyday
interaction with people. Just as a person cannot keep warm alone, we all
need holy friendships as we live together, in order to grow in maturity in
Christ.

The seven workshops explored practices of being in community, and gave
participants a chance to reflect on how they could fulfil their Christian
responsibility through these practices. Participants were reminded that a
heart of gratitude and forgiveness is the natural response to God’s grace
toward us. Christians should guard against grumbling or the attitude of
entitlement which is so pervasive in Singapore society today.

The popular notion of the Sabbath as merely a time for rest was chal-
lenged by the Reverend Dr Tan Soo Inn. He reminded us that if we rest
only because we need to, then we would never respect the Sabbath
for what God had intended it. Sabbath is a time for us to obey God’s
pattern of life not ours, to remember that we are a free people and not
slaves to our work, and to look forward to an eternal rest in God that
we as believers can enjoy.

Some practices, like truth telling and promise keeping are challenges
that we need to overcome, especially in an Asian context where we
may be too afraid to offend, or we may not know how to say “no”.

In addition to talks and workshops, a key feature of this conference
was eating together! Surely many found it a relief to know practis-

ing hospitality is not too difficult at all. For instance, sharing a meal
together around a table is one easy way to model hospitality. Everyone
got to fellowship together during lunch and the tok panjang style dinner
where dishes are served communally and participants were encour-
aged to sit with people they were not familiar with to share meaningful
conversation at the dining table.

[t was a day filled with enriching teaching, allowing us to focus on im-
portant but often overlooked aspects of our Christian life together, and
of course not to forget the all important practical application and great
TMC pastime -- eating together! So, if you missed this year’s confer-
ence, be sure to attend the next one!

Audio tapes of the talks are available at the Resource Centre on level
two.
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Reflections of an Anti-Camp Camper

.

B/vAWa Yong s

| am not what you would call a “camp person”.

Camps — be they school camps, youth ministry camps, Extra Curricular Activity (ECA) camps as they were known in the bad
oI’ 80s and 90s, and even dare | say church camps — were always to be endured rather than enjoyed.

| was, more often than not, the rather unenthusiastic camper dragging my feet as the whistle blew calling everyone to
gather for games or the reluctant participant who would try my best to skive especially when it came to the more gruelling
activities that | felt demanded too much of my sluggish, phlegmatic teenage self.

And, while | grew older and wiser (or so | would like to think), my attitude towards camps had not altered very much in
the years since | left school. Hence, it was with some hesitation that | signed up, or rather, was signed up (by my mum of
course) for the church camp this year.

Truth be told, to “psych” myself up for the camp, | decided to look upon the camp as a break from work, family bonding
time, and at the very least as a chance to get my fill of the one-of-a kind chendol found only on Jonkers Street in Malacca
where the camp was to be held. Yes, the truth is out. People do have various covert reasons for attending church camp
(take note, future camp committees!)

Well, what a difference a camp makes.

Not that | am now a pro-camp convert! But, this year’s church camp was admittedly more pleasure than pain. And
that, | suppose, speaks volumes coming from an anti-camp camper.

What, you may ask, was so different about this year’s church camp?

The laid-back slacker in me cherished the slower pace of the overall camp programme,
which | believe was intentional as it gelled perfectly with the camp theme “Connect 3” that
was fleshed out in the sub-themes:

Communion - Connect to God
Community - Gonnect to Ourselves

Commission - Connect to Others.

During the four-day camp, along with the other campers, | slowed down, stilled my
heart, and listened to God — through the sermons of the much-anointed Reverend Dr
Mark Chan, the fellowship and encouragement of fellow campers, and the ministry
of the Holy Spirit as | prayed and worshipped in private moments and alongside other
believers.

| learnt that the hurly burly of everyday life whether at work or play, which results in the frenzied
compulsion-to-“get-on with it” (as Rev Dr Chan would say), is a symptom of “hurry sickness”, a
disease that not only leads to transactional, pragmatic and business-like relationships, but also
leaves no-room for contemplation and communion with-God that would-allow one to truly discern
God’s call on one’s life.




' | learnt that God’s people are to be a compassionate, committed and contagious community, that a life that counts
is-alife that is marked by faithfulness to Christ, absolute abandonment and spiritual fruitfulness. God wants us to
make the most of our time and opportunities, pour out our lives as a drink offering to Him, and break away from
conforming to conventional world views and instead make a radical commitment to His Great Commission.

| learnt that Spiritual Friendship is a vital part of the Christian life and that
God has blessed us and longs to bless us with friends of whom we may
be inspired to say, “What a Jesus we have in friends!”

Indeed, while | found the sermons and group discussions hearty fare for my soul, the generous amounts of free time
allotted to the campers allowed me to also reflect on the Word as preached by Rev Dr Chan. Of course, | also relished
the fact that | had enough free time to connect with other campers of all ages during the (gasp!) games, shopping
jaunts, and pilgrimage to Jonkers Street for chendol that is simply to die for.

This reflection shall now end, as it began, on a personal note.

There was, for me, a specific and utterly unforgettable moment during the camp
when [ felt that very special “connection” that the camp was supposed to be about.

It was that instant when | received and read the little note that was given to each
camper on the first day of the camp. The words on each piece of notepaper were not
thoughtlessly scribbled. In fact, we were told that before the camp, the camp com-
mittee had met to pray and to seek a Word from the Lord for each individual camper
who had signed up, and that they had taken the time to write personalised words of
encouragement and exhortation.

Mine read:

“God knows the plans He has for you. Put your trust in Him.”

These words, like no other, were at that particular time in my life a balm to my soul, a
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. God ministered to my heart through the

faithful obedience and selfless giving of my fellow brothers and sisters in the camp
committee. It was truly a connection like no other.

Post-camp, suffice to say that | can testify with great joy and absolute certainty that God’s Word does not return
to Him void, but accomplishes His purposes for which He sent it. To God Be the Glory.

The TMC church camp was held on 6-9-Jun 08 at the Holiday Inn Melaka. The powerpoint slides and podca/’s_t?"\
of Rev Dr Mark Chan’s sermons are available on the church website www.tmc.org.sg.
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“Nic at Night, here’s the story of Nic at Night....”

Two girls making funny faces at one corner, four boys playing air kung fu at another, lead actors busy rehearsing their
lines, the choair singing along hoisterously - this is all in a day’s work at the Nic at Night rehearsals.
r children and their families, the Children’s Ministry

d on the story of Nicodemus’ encounter with Jesus
despite criticisms from the other Pharisees.

= With the objective of reaching out to othe
practised for Nic at Night, a musical base

-
and how he chose to seek, believe and serve Him

‘\ The children have been rehearsing the songs to be sung during the musical at their
\ respective 8.45 am and 11.15 am sessions on Sundays. They all then come together to

rehearse the musical as a whole at 2 pm.

VviP Ad
10
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During such sessions, you get to see the hard work, dedication, faith and patience of
the adult helpers involved. As Karen Tan, the director of the production, says, “It is not
gasy to be optimistic about the musical when the children forget their lines or are not 00

enthusiastic but we just got to have faith that God will continue 0 lead us.

ir best despite some reluctance and apprehension on their part.
When asked about what she thought of her role as the narrator, Ruth Koh said: “I've been
protesting for the past two weeks but they still refuse to change my role.” However, Ruth was
till diligently reading through the script and preparing for her role during the rehearsals.

The children, too, give the

Just like Nicodemus, this endeavour is indeed a testa-
ment of the Children’s Ministry’s obedience to God's
call despite the many challenges faced.

nted on 30 Aug 08 at the TMC
for coverage of the musical in
the next issue of Saltshaker!

Nic at Night was prese
Worship Hall. Look out



Five Loaves and Two Fish

TMC Fundraising Dinner
@ Orchard Hotel

By Chng Bee Peng

The TMC Fundraising Dinner was held at Orchard Hotel on 1 Aug 08, and what a grand night it was!
With more than 500 guests in attendance, the ballroom was packed with church members and guests
dressed to the nines for a night of wonderful dining, good music and warm fellowship.

The evening kicked off with a speech from Pastor Dianna Khoo, at the end of which, each table was pre-
sented with a basket of “Five Loaves and Two Fish”, comprising five buns and two fish-shaped cakes,
as part of the traditional first course.

The first performance of the night was an adorable handbells performance by the children from TMC
Kindergarten, followed by two video presentations showcasing TMC’s history and ministries, and a per-
sonal testimony from Ms Angie Tan. Guests were also treated to musical performances by our church
members Serene Chew and Irene Ooi throughout the dinner.




The highlight of the evening was the live auction, where the most sought after item up for grabs was a pair of
Grandstand tickets to the inaugural Formula 1 Singapore Grand Prix in September 2008. After several rounds
of exciting bidding, the tickets were finally sold for the princely sum of $2,950 to the highest bidder. While it
may have been rather nerve-wracking for the bidders, it was certainly entertaining for the rest of the guests!
Other items snapped up included a series of beautiful glass sculptures depicting the theme of “Five Loaves
and Two Fish”, specially designed and donated by one of our church members for the dinner.

At the end of the evening, guests took home lovely key pouches sewn by the ladies of Tabitha Services, an
NGO in Cambodia supported by TMC.

As at press time, more than $425,000 had been raised through this fundraising dinner and the pledges
and donations are still coming in. It is truly a testimony of God’s faithfulness, in prompting so many guests,
sponsors and donors to give so generously from their hearts, exceeding all earlier expectations. Indeed, the
theme of the night was wonderfully manifested through how God multiplied the efforts of the organisers to
bless His church. To God be the glory, great things He has done!




248.9 GOD
HOW TO RETIRE WITHOUT RETREATING
JOHNNIE GODWIN

It's never too early to think ahead to retirement. Godwin
provides practical insights on the mental and spiritual
preparation that can make retirement a new beginning,
a time of productivity, and truly 'life's best chapter.'

247.1 ZIG

BETTER THAN GOOD

ZIG ZIGLAR R%TH}RE BG“GI’
Discover how others have risen above fear and failure RETREATING

to embrace the quality of life they were meant to have. SEeUEG A,

249.4 WRI S | {ond
BE A GREAT PARENT ; A L :

DR. NORMAN WRIGHT

Dr. H. Norman Wright skilfully outlines the strategies
needed to raise disciplined children who will grow into
self-sufficient, responsible adults.

hig Liglar

248 BUF
FINISHING WELL
BOB BUFORD

Buford sought out 60 remarkable people - including Jim
Collins, Peter Drucker, Roger Staubach, Ken Blanchard
and Dallas Willard - and recorded their lively conversa-
tions in these pages so that they can serve as "mentors

in print" for all of us. W ™ \ BOB BUFORD
248 ORT

IF YOU WANT TO WALK ON WATER YOU'VE

GOT TO GET OUT OF THE BOAT IF YOU WANT TO

JOHN ORTBERG WALK ON-WATER, | § ER»%D&IE%
Consider the incredible potential that awaits you out- OIS GIOT O L.

side your comfort zone. Out on the risky waters of faith, G ET OUT
Jesus is waiting to meet you in ways that will change =
you forever.

249.7 PAR 8 DRS.LES & LESLIE PARROTT
TRADING PLACES : e
DRS. LES & LESLIE PARROTT

To understand your spouse, you've got to walk in his PRSI R N sThucEs O RS

or her shoes. That may sound uncomfortable or diffi- I-I-,S NOT

cult, but it may just revolutionise your relationship.

2471 CLO
IT'S NOT MY FAULT
DR. HENRY CLOUD & DR. JOHN TOWNSEND

It's Not My Fault. Who's to blame? People, circumstan-
ces or DNA? Here are some tips to put you in charge
of your life.

MY FAULT
—

DR. HENRY CLOUD
DR. JOHN TOWNSEND

from the TMC Resource Centre

TMG Resource Gentre
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Your best life

By Fu Dunyi

In his 310-page book titled Your Best Life Now, Joel Osteen, the senior pastor
of Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, provides a guide to help us live our
best life today and not tomorrow, or some future date that may never come.
Drawing timeless wisdom from the Bible, Osteen suggests seven steps to
guide our life-long journey to live in the fullness of God’s love, grace and
blessing. They are: 1) enlarge your vision; 2) develop a healthy self-image;
3) discover the power of your thoughts and words; 4) let go of the past; 5)
find strength through adversity; 6) live to give; and 7) choose to be happy.
The book has enriched me by broadening and deepening my knowledge and
understanding of the life-transforming wisdom of God’s Word.

1. Enlarge Your Vision

The first step of living our best life now is to enlarge our vision. In Jeremiah
29:11, God says “For | know the plans | have for you...plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call
upon me and come and pray to me, and | will listen to you.” Thus, we know
that God wants the very best for us, and His plans are for our good. Surely
God’s plans will be much better than our own plans for ourselves.

2. Develop a Healthy Self-Image

God created us in His image (Genesis 1:26-27), and crowned us with glory
and honour (Psalm 8:5). As His “workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10), God is con-
tinually shaping and moulding us to be the people He wants us to be, so that
we be transformed into His likeness (2 Corinthians 3:18). God takes pleasure
in blessing His children. As we meditate on who we are, we can put aside our
feelings of worthlessness, because those who trust in the Lord will prosper
(Proverbs 28:26).

3. Discover the Power of Your Thoughts and Words

The third step of living our best life is to discover the power of our thoughts
and words. Our words can become self-fuffilling prophecies. Our life follows
our thoughts. We can create an environment for either good or evil with our
words. Therefore, focus our thoughts on the Most High God who has prom-
ised, “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on
wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31). So we can do what the Apostle Paul says:
“whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praise-
worthy—think about these things” (Philippians 4:8). When our thoughts are
focused on these good things of God, our lives will also reflect these quali-
ties.

4. Let Go of the Past

We need to break free from the hurts and pains of the past. Don'’t let the
regrets of yesterday poison and destroy the hopes and dreams of tomorrow.
Let us learn to forgive those who sin against us, and so receive forgiveness
from the Lord, as the Lord’s Prayer promises us. Remember, our emotions
follow our thoughts. “See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that
no hitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many” (Hebrews 12:15).

5. Find Strength through Adversity

We can find strength through adversity. Though we may face difficult situ-
ations, the key to living a victorious Christian life is to trust in the overall
sovereignty and goodness of God. To live our best life, let us learn to trust
God’s sovereignty even in difficult times.
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Those trials test our faith, character, and endurance: “we also rejoice in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; per-
severance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint
us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit”
(Romans 5: 3 —4).

6. Live to Give

The sixth step of living our best life now is to live to give. Unfortunately,
many of us today live only for ourselves. As long as we remain self-centred,
we will never experience God’s abundant blessings. Jesus said, “Give, and
it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down shaken together and
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it
will be measured to you” (Luke 6:38). When we are generous, God will also
be generous with us!

If we want to reap happiness, we have to sow some ‘happiness’ seeds by
making others happy. When we make other people happy, God will make
sure that our life is filled with joy. “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will
give you the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4).

7. Choose to be Happy

Finally, we can live our best life when we choose to be happy. We can
choose to be happy and enjoy the day, or we can choose to be unhappy,
have a negative attitude, and feel frustrated and depressed. “This is the day
the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 18:24). Similarly,
even when the apostle Paul was in prison, he could say, “Rejoice in the Lord
always, | will say it again: Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4). Therefore, let us enjoy
our families, our friends, our health and everything in life.

Happiness is a by-product of excellence and integrity. “Whatever you do,
work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since
you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward”
(Colossians 3:23-24).

We can be happy with who God made us to be. We don’t have to compare
with others. The Bible teaches us, “Each one should test his own actions.
Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to someone
else,” (Galatians 6:4). Be the best that we can be, then we can know the
victorious life and will receive the “crown of righteousness” (2 Timothy 4:8)
which the Lord will give to all his faithful servants.



TMG'S BIRTH

By Eugenia Koh

It's celebration time once again as TMC turns 52!

We rejoice at God'’s faithfulness through these 52 years and as we remember His goodness, we also look forward with
anticipation, at how He can continue to use us to further to expand His kingdom. In line with the theme of celebration and
partying comes our Saltshaker pop quiz! All good parties need some trivia so take a stab at the below and see how you
fare in terms of knowing our church history by answering our who what when where why!

N
did TMC become bilingual?

23 November 2003 — The Chinese Ministry
came into being. The Chinese Ministry started
with a weekly Chinese fellowship held at the
PLMGPS canteen. That small group of a few
people has now grown to about 70.

is the roof of the sanctuary shaped like a tent?

The tent-like shape of the church sanctuary,
which still remains today, was inspired by the
revival meetings of that era (1950s — 1960s).
Revival meetings were held in tents so that
the members could easily move from place to
~ place to spread the gospel

was TMC'’s first service held?

85 Cowdray Avenue, home of Mr.
and Mrs. Tong Kum Toh

A group of young married couples
from Wesley Methodist Church

had set up home in the brand new
Serangoon Gardens estate. They
had a vision of starting a church to
serve the growing community in the

| budding estate.

™G N

from PLMGPS, holding our first service at 8.45am in

the new church building

9 December 2002 — TMC moved out of Serangoon
Garden Way and held its first worship service at Paya
Lebar Methodist Girls’ Primary School (PLMGPS); 28
Nov 2004 — TMC returned to Serangoon Garden Way t

children who are now on the mission field with
their parents. Coen and Creda are Jacob and
Wai Cheng’s children; Titus and Tabitha are 6
Kevin and Claire’s children. t

‘.
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piece of land was purchased by the t

| much was raised at TMC’s first fundraisng

event?

The first church fundraising event was a
church fair on 31 October 1959 and raised

| $2,500

was the theme of TMC'’s first church camp?

An inspirational “Called to Serve” — interest-
ingly, it was held exactly 15 years ago from
this year’s church camp, from 6-9 June
1983. The camp’s organizers and campers at
that time comprised mainly young people.

0,000 Initial cost of the land. The 6

pioneer group of 28 members.

N

0 people attended the first contemporary
service held in TMC on 20 April 1986. The
service was held at 8.15 am and began

with 15 minutes of singspiration by Ivan

Tan with the sermon by Rev Melvin Huang. &

N



