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4 CHINESE MINISTRY TURNS 5

MAKING CONTACT IN
SERANGOON NORTH

Christmas Isn’t Christmas Till It Happens In
Your Heart

By Pastor Dianna Khoo & Pastor Bernard Chao

For many Christians, we will be celebrating Christmas in our church services and in family gatherings. And like many
other Singaporeans, we will also engage in a good deal of shopping for Christmas presents, decorating of Christmas
trees, and preparing of Christmas feasts.

But Christmas for many who are not Christians will be like any other public holiday.

Many, in fact, most, will not celebrate Christmas at all. Christmas will have little meaning beyond lights at Orchard
Road, great discounts and sales, office gift exchanges, and perhaps, Santa Claus.

One of our Christmas songs goes, “Christmas isn’t Christmas till it happens in your heart.” For many of us, we've
understood the song as speaking to people who have not known Jesus as their Saviour and Lord. So it is often used
as a carol to introduce the gospel to relatives and guests at Christmas.

However, this song speaks to us as children of God too.

Is it possible for Christians to celebrate Christmas without Christmas happening in our hearts?

Yes. It is possible for us as Christians to grow cold in our faith, and wander away from the Lord.

While we may appear the same outwardly, both in our demeanour and our behaviour, we can change inwardly, some-
times consciously and deliberately, and at other times unconsciously or through neglect.

It is even possible for us to remain active in service, in ministry, and even in leadership — outwardly busy for the Lord,
but inwardly feeling further and further from the presence of our Lord.

That is why the writer of Hebrews exhorts us to “fix your thoughts on Jesus” (Hebrews 3:1). We are also warned in
this way:

“See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage
one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. We have
come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. As has just been said:



‘Today, if you hear his voice,
do not harden your hearts
as you did in the rebellion.””

(Hebrews 3:12-15)

We are given a caution against allowing sin and unbelief to turn us away
from God. Be careful not to let our hearts turn “hard” and become rebel-
lious. Instead, we are encouraged to “hold firmly” to our faith in Christ.

The apostle Paul also echoes this teaching saying:

“By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word | preached to
you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:2)

Our Lord Jesus says to John in the Book of Revelation:

“| know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were
either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor
cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.

You say, ‘'l am rich; | have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But
you do not realise that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. |
counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become
rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful naked-
ness; and salve to put on your eyes, S0 you can see.

Those whom | love | rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent.
Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, | will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” (Revela-
tion 3:15-20)

Like the Christmas song mentioned above, we often quote Revelation
3:20 as a message for non-believers. Actually, the word in this passage
is directed at the “church in Laodicea”. It is a warning also for all Chris-
tians, for all who are followers of Christ.

Jesus knows us — both our actions and our heart. He warns us against
settling into a lukewarm faith. Are we settling into or have we already
settled into the lukewarmness of deliberate or careless ignorance, or that
of uncaring indifference?

Have we fallen into a pattern of thinking that we don’t really need Jesus?
Have you become too busy for Jesus? Has something else usurped Jesus

as your most valuable possession?

We can slip away from the presence of Jesus so far that we may have
not even noticed that He is not there anymore. We've crowded Him out
of our life.

An old Sunday School song declares that “joy is the flag flown high in the
castle of my heart...for the King is in residence there!”

Is Jesus in residence in your heart?

Would you open the door to your heart to Jesus this Christmas? Would
you fling wide the gates of your life to the people that Jesus loves? Would
you lift up the shutters in your life where Jesus has never been able to
enter before? Would you open the windows of your perspective that the
Spirit of Christ may give you a fresh vision and understanding of the world
He came to save?

This Christmas, let Jesus in!
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Chinese Ministry turns 9

by James Loke
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At PLMGPS and ...
@lebrating our ‘
first anniversary

[

EVENTS AND PROGRAMME

Sunday Prayer Meeting
9.30 - 10.30am @ Prayer Chapel

Small Group Gathering
1st & 3rd Sundays (1.30pm to 3.00pm) or Thursdays
of the month (8 - 9.30pm)

Bible Study Class
2nd & L4th Thursdays of the month (8 - 9.30pm)

Sunday Fellowship Tea
Every Sunday after Service

5 & .

Evangelistic Outreach Service Cultlvatlng plants and “Vesu_
21 December 2008 (11am - 12.30pm) : 2 &

Potting plants in commemoratio
our third anniversary
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Philip Lin: From the original group of
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Chinese New Year @lebration 2007

THE CHINESE MINISTRY TODAY
By Joyelyn Tan

Who are the people in the Chinese Ministry today?

Some are members from the English-speaking congregation who caught the vision to build up a Chinese
ministry. These members then brought their parents who are Mandarin-speaking to join the service.
Praise the Lord, it is a great joy to see uncles and aunties in their 60s and 70s praying to receive the
Lord into their hearts and to be baptised in His Name!

Other members transferred their membership from other churches because they want to worship as a family
with their children who are in the English service.

Then there are many who have been invited by friends who are part of the congregation.

We also have some "walk-ins" who responded to our banners or the signboard in front of the church. Some
of these are Chinese nationals who work here and are staying nearby. They want to find out more about

Christ. They usually bring some of their friends along as well. Some of them have come to know the Lord
and continue to serve the Lord even after returning home.

What do you find encouraging about being part of this ministry?

Seeing parents, grandparents in their late 50s, 60s and even 70s give their lives to the Lord. To me,
this is the most encouraging moment in the ministry. It does not end there. As their faith grow, and they

get to know the Lord better, they begin to serve such as by cooking for the fellowship lunch, helping
with ushering, and participating in the prayer meetings.




Glory Small Group

Norman: Praying that we will have a breakthrough of
more than 100 worshippers in 2009!

Si Mei: Thank you God for helping the brothers and  [ESSEENECUL{YN o (TG EY O] AST =Y L RETOTT
sisters to grow as they learn from Him. ;
Mei Kim: Thank God for helping me to L
Lie Wei Kwang: Thank you Lord, for filling the ? grow spiritually in the knowledge of
brothers and sisters with love and concern and may _J Him and His Word through my involvement
You continue to strengthen our faith in You every- ~ in the small group ministry. ]
day. E

 Desmond: My desire is to see the small
Lim Mei Xian: My heart is filled with joy and ! group growing like living cells, dis-
thanksgiving as I reflect on how we have outgrown ~ playing concern, living out faith, hope
our worship place from Abraham room to the sanctu- § and charity so that the Head of the ,
ary. - Church will be glorified! ‘

Lee Siew Fen: I give thanks indeed, for we have Yuen Lai: I pray that the church will
seen more worshippers in our midst! grow; the numbers will increase, that
with each person's service, we will

Siew Bin: I am truly thankful to the Lord for the fulfill the Great Commission. May
Chinese Ministry, especially for the platform of ~ God open the way for us, leading us,
being able to serve together with my children; my strengthening us and keeping our desire
son playing the guitar and my daughter-in-law and , alive and the fire aflame in us. |
myself as the backup singers. ' ‘
i Say Yong: Keep us growing, Lord, we g
Ho Zhen Hui: Thank God that even my 3-year-old son { started off with just seven worshippersi
is a part of the Chinese Ministry! ~at the beginning, and in five years we
have seen an increase of more than 10- !
Member: Thank God that I am able to serve Him as an ~ fold!

usher and in the Scripture-reading ministry. |
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By Chng Bee Peng

In a quiet corner of Block 123 Serangoon North Ave 1 lies a cosy air-
conditioned haven.

This is Contact 123 —an IT centre managed by TMC through which our
church can serve and reach out to residents of the Serangoon North
community.

TMC officially began managing Contact 123 in December 2007. Time
flies and it is now almost a year since the Lord led our church to em-
bark on this project.

In the spirit of year-end retrospection, Saltshaker thought this would

be a good time to look back at the beginnings of Contact 123 and its
activities over the past year.

How did Contact 123 start?

In June 2007, TMC was offered the opportunity to help the Serangoon
CC to manage an IT Centre at Block 123, Serangoon North Ave 1. This
was an answer to our prayers for God to provide more opportunities to
reach out to our neighbours and share the love of Christ in the com-
munity.

Initially, there were some concerns about whether we had the resourc-
es to take up this challenge. But Mr Ong Chew Chwee, Chairperson of
the Contact 123 Committee, shared that it has been amazing to see
how God has been leading the committee and providing for the needs
of the centre.

When TMC first took over the centre, the existing computers were
too old and inadequate for the activities which the committee had
in mind. But thanks to God’s faithful providence, at that very same
time, a church member managed to persuade her employer to
donate 13 used - but more advanced - computers to the centre.
When a new hard disk or a new printer was needed, God would
lead someone to provide one. Currently, the equipment at the cen-
tre now comprises a total of about 40 computers, all of which were
either donated or assembled by volunteers.

What sort of activities are there in Contact 1237

Contact 123's main activity is to provide IT and Internet services.
The aim is to help reduce the “digital divide” by encouraging heart-
landers to learn and use technology. For a small fee, members
and visitors can use the computers at the centre during opening
hours. The centre is currently open on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays from 9am to noon and 1pm to 6pm.

Besides [T services, other activities are also conducted at the cen-
tre.

° “Homework Help” service for children visiting the centre.
To encourage them to finish their homework at the centre, the
children are rewarded with free time at the computers.

o Tea parties such as quarterly birthday parties for mem-
bers of the centre, Chinese New Year party, and school holidays
party. It gives volunteers an opportunity to mingle with the mem-
bers and visitors to the centre, and also residents who do not nor-
mally come to use the facilities.
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o Classes such as IT classes on Basic Computer Skills,
Blogging and Hanyu Pinyin classes. As church members are also
invited to participate in these classes, this is also a good oppor-
tunity for them to interact and make friends with members of the
centre during class.

o Invitation to Nic at Night. This was the first event in church
which children from the centre and their parents were able to at-
tend.

o Cooking demonstrations for ladies

o Free mammogram and health screenings

o Monthly free Legal Clinics (scheduled to begin in early
2009)

Some of these activities were actually initiated by other ministries
in the church such as the Women’s Society for Christian Service
(WSCS) and the Children’s Ministry.

To promote more participation by the residents, the WSCS ladies
also took the time to go round to nearby blocks to distribute flyers
to publicise the activities.

Other activities were initiated by the volunteers themselves. For
example, the Blogging class came about at the suggestion of a
volunteer who wanted to share his blogging skills with the older
folks who visit the centre.

Who are the volunteers at Contact 123

The volunteers at Contact 123 include not only our own church

Y'Y Y W
OO

members, but also existing volunteers from the previous centre
and other volunteers from the neighbourhood. So there is a mix of
Christians and non-Christians even among the volunteers. Chew
Chwee shared that this presents another opportunity for our church
members to not only interact with visitors of the centre but also fel-
low volunteers, and in so doing, develop meaningful relationships
which could lead to opportunities to share God’s love.

How can [ be involved?

Over the course of the past 12 months, we have heard much about
what goes on at Contact 123.

But some of us may not have had a first hand experience of how
our church is extending God’s Kingdom in this little corner of
Serangoon North.

As we make our plans for the new year, why not think about step-
ping forward to offer your talents or resources for the centre?

| learnt something interesting from Chew Chwee in this regard —
we sometimes think that helping out at Contact 123 means having
to share the gospel with strangers, and some of us may feel ap-
prehensive about that.

But really, it is more about making friends, getting involved in their
lives and developing meaningful relationships, so that they may
experience the love of Christ through the friendship and fellowship
of Christians.
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“I think the Alpha course is the perfect
Way to introduce Christ to non-believers
in a casual and non-aggressive manner. For
me as a Christian, it helped to reacquaint
myself with Christ and alse to re-examine
the fundamentals of my faith."

AROHNA W

Conducting Alpha in Small Groups
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b ek (O Wi-y?
Wi-IAT? The objectives of

these two organisations are:

*to help youths become followers
of Jesus Christ

*to nurture them based on Christian

values to lead and serve in Christian

character.

he Boys’ Brigade (BB) and\\. -
The Girls’ Brigade (GB) are

international uniformed youth
organisations for boys and
girls respectively.

HOW?

The BB and GB also provide
training that help to develop and groom
these young men and women to reach their
fullest potential and become responsible
citizens in future. Engaging the youths of today ||}
in meaningful and purposeful activities is of vital ||
importance to everyone. They are after all the
future of our society and training them in the
right way should be considered a worthwhile
investment in our future, and theirs.

Wi-O? '

In order to maintain strong Christian
ties, each BB and GB Company is affiliated to a
church. The church’s pastor would be the chaplain for the bri-
gade company and help to guide the youths in the Christian way.

Trinity Methodist Church is affiliated with the BB and GB companies of Seran-
goon Garden Secondary School (SGSS).

Being a non-Christian school, teachers assigned to be in charge of the BB and GB co-
curricular activity (CCA) may not be Christian. The students probably also do not have much
exposure to Christianity. It is through the GB and BB CCA that they get a chance to learn more
about Christ.

meet every Friday

The SGSS GB company has been fortunate to have Ms Lee Hui Ling, a member of our congre-
gation, as the teacher in-charge of it while Mr Lim Choo Siang, also another member of our
congregation, is the captain in charge of the SGSS BB company.

afternoon and sometimes
on Saturdays too.

However, they have admitted to being stretched very thin due to a lack of volunteers
to help with mentoring and guiding these youths. It is their fervent hope and
prayer that more Christian volunteers, such as yourself, can come to help
out with the BB and GB activities so that the youths may have greater
exposure to Christian values and do not have to miss out on activi-
ties due to a lack of helpers.

Of late, TMC
has been actively trying to

reach out to our surrounding community
as part of Operation Connect. This is an outreach
ministry to the youths in our community. All you need
to be a part of this ministry is to be have a heart for
the youths, be a friend to them and share the gospel with
them.

"TRAIN A CHILD IN THE WAY HiE
SHOULD GO, AND WHIEN HEEIS OLD
e WILL NOT TURN FROM IT."
PROVIER3S 22

If you would like to befriend and mentor a youth, please
contact Ms Lee Hui Ling (9788 7687) or Mr Lim Choo /-
Siang (9382 2021) for more information.




