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Celebrate the Passover

this Lunar New Year
by Benjamin Goh

Q CONNECT WITH
ONE ANOTHER

In Exodus, we read about how God inflicted
ten plagues upon the Egyptians before
Pharaoh would release his Israelite slaves. In
the final plague, only the newborns of the
slaves were spared when the Spirit of the
Lord passed over their homes which were
marked with the blood of a spring lamb.

Hence the term “Passover”.

door flung open and the old be%gar dressed
in red came out laughing loudly. Nian was
startled and took flight in great haste.

Word spread quickly and from then on,
during Lunar New Year’s Eve, every family
would hang red paper with couplets written
on them, light lanterns, let oft fireworks to
stay up late or all night (shousui / 5} %%) to
In comparison, “guo nian” (JI%F) in  wait for the New Years coming.
Mandarin marks the celebration of the Lunar
New Year . “Guo” means “pass over’ and
“Nian” or “Year” refers to a mythical beast
which brings bad luck. In this legend, the
villagers of Taohua (Peach Blossom) Village
prepare to flee from this beast every year.
One Lunar New Year’s Eve, an old beggar
claimed he could %et rid of Nian, but the
villagers did not believe him and they fled.

The similarities in the two passovers seem
to be the colour red.

] 7 CONNECT
WITH OTHERS

But what does “Guo Nian” mean to us as
children of God? To me, “Guo Nian” is
a time of thanksgiving to God who has
faithfully helped us pass over yet another
year. Even if the year had not been ideal
in our mind, we must always remember
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At the stroke of midnight, the monster
Nian rushed into the Ville?e. It quivered on
seeing the red paper glued on the door of a
brightly lit house. Nian scowled and howled

fiercely, ready to throw itself at the house.
As it approached, fireworks were set off, the

that God loves and cares for us. We are
reminded in Romans 8:28, “And we know
that God causes all things to work together
for good to those who love God, to those
who are called according to His purpose
(NASB)”.




In Acts 16:6-40, God’s ﬁurpose was revealed to Paul to go to
Macedonia to preach the good news. Led by the Spirit, Paul
and Silas travelled to Macedonia and managed to convert
three persons, Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth, a slave girl
fortune teller and a jailer. But Paul and Silas also suffered
immensely when they were there. They were stripped,
flogged and thrown into prison. Still, they continued to
pray and sing hymns to God while behind bars.

A natural reaction for most of us during this period of trial
would be to question God’s faithfulness and ask why He
has allowed such injustice. But Paul and Silas rejoiced to
suffer for God. Our Heavenly Father was pleased and He
caused a violent earthquake that shook the foundation of
the prison to free all the prisoners.

From this day on, in Philippi where Paul and Silas were
imprisoned, the church at Philippi was founded by an
extraordinary display of God’s power. Paul and Silas gave
thanks to God and wrote in Philippians 4:6-7, “Be anxious
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanl% giving let your requests be made Enown to
God (NASB)” Is it not wonderful that our Father in heaven
listens to our prayers?

Paul responded with contentment to God’s generosity in
Philippians 4:11-13, “Not that I was ever in need, for I have
learned how to be content with whatever I have. I know
how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have
learned the secret of living in every situation, wﬁether it
is with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. For I
can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength
(NLT)”. When we place our trust and faith in the Living
God, He will give us strength to overcome all things.

The problem with most of us is that when we have
successfully “passed over” our problems, we forget how He
has delivered us. One solution is to start a prayer journal to
record all the blessings He has given us. In moments when
we face challenges in life, we can reflect upon them and
remind ourselves that He will never forsake us. Faith is
%rusting in Him to continue delivering us now and in the
uture.

During this Lunar New Year,
let the colour red remind us
of the passover that God has
brought about in our lives and
respond to Him by giving back

to Him an ang pao (red packet
/| Z143) of a tenth or more of
what He will be entrusting to
us in the coming new year.

If God touches us to give ourselves, our time and our money
to Him, would we %esitate to give our best? In Genesis
18:3-5, we read that Abraham attended to God personall
although he had a multitude of servants. And even thou
Abraham was already old and well advanced in years, it did
not stop him from responding to God immediately. Are
you ready to respond immediately when God calls?

During this Lunar New Year, let the colour red remind us
of the passover that God has brought about in our lives
and respond to Him by giving back to Him an ang pao
(red packet / £I11) of a tenth or more of what He will be
entrusting to us in the coming new year.

In the same light, as we give to those in need, we are also
giving to our Father in heaven. May I suggest the following
as ways on how we can do that.

o Donations to TMC’s Missions Fund and Outreach &
Social Concerns’ Community Fund;

o Donations to Methodist Welfare Services, Methodist
Missions Society, St Luke’s Elder Care, Chen Su Lan
Methodist Children’s Home and the Prison Fellowship
of Singapore;

« Sponsoring a breakfast or an outing for the Institute of
Mental Health patients

« Sponsoring an underprivileged Cambodian child’s
education through The Methodist School or The
Learning Lab in Cambodia; or

« Sponsoring a Cambodian orphan’s basic living expenses,
food and education through an orphanage.

Bring a smile to someone’s life this Lunar New
Year with a generous ang pow offering!
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This new column gives us a glimpse into
TMC worshippers” quiet times with God.

Terrc Koh's Journod
0 _Seplember 2010

he 1st day of the Young Methodist Leaders

Conference (YMLC) 2010. I went for YMLC feeling

spiritually drained, and nervous about taking on the
mantle of Youti; Ministry (YM) Chairperson. I was scared
of the work ahead, and not sure what to do!

“Dear Lord,

I think that the Reverends (Rev. Malcolm Tan & Rev. Wee
Boon Hup) spoke on a lot of things today that frightened
me, challenged me and made me think quite a bit about
the system and how we do things in YM. Thank you for
not letting me live a wasted life, that whatever I have gone
through is a way of Your working in my life.

Lord, I just want to pray for the ministry and for my work
in YM. What do you want me to do Lord, now that you
have called me to this role? There isn’t a job description
that can teach me what to do. It’s like I neec{ to figure it out
on my own.

Lord, I'm praying for a ministry that is open to you and
those around us. % pray for reverence in our hearts and that
we will be men and women of integrity and prayer... give
me a vision that is close to your heart for my life and for
your ministry... I don’t know what the plan is, but I know
that You have a plan and I really want (the YM leaders) to
be able to catch that plan, so that when we do something
Lord, it is Yours.

I know that we cannot get a revival simply for the sake of
showing off or to show that something is “being done” or
that we are “moving”. Because it doesn't mean that just

because there is no “revival’, that you are not there. No, it
only means that you are working, but in your own time.
Lord, I pray for patience in waiting for your bigger plan. I
pray for wisdom and discernment to see when your plan is
there and for the urgency to catch the vision.

I am scared Lord, of the task ahead. It’'s even more frightful
than being a lawyer. Remind me to keep praffing faithfully.
Heép me and Tim and all the leaders be real to each other
'%1{1%\4 encourage them to chase after You and your vision for

Let us arise with you. It is in your hands Lord, we are your
workers. Amen.”

God spoke to me clearly during this Quiet Time.

He revealed to me that:

(1) I needed to catch His vision,

(2) EIM leaders had to work together as a team, so that we
cou

(3) Arise with God. And that this would

(4) Be my season of leadership.

I'm still finding my way as the YM Chairperson, but God
has been my help as has the verse, Hebrews 12:1-2:

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles. And Fet us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and
sat down at the right hand of the throne ot God”



value of QT as I rely on the wisdom of God’s Word
as the compass of my spiritual life. Nothing is more
powerful than a surrendered life in the hands of God.

O ver the years, I have come to treasure the inestimable

Personally, Phili }%ians 4:6-7 provides an all-embracing
setting for my contemplation: “Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, present your reqluests to God. And the
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

The Bible contains numerous other exhortations for us to
maintain this state of rest and rootedness in the Word of
God, even amidst the busyness of life:

“Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for Him.”
(Psalm 37:7)

“If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be given you” (John 15:7)
“Everyone who hears these words of I\/Kne and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the
rock” (Matthew 7:24).

“Come with Me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some
rest” (Mark 6:31).

God’s Word has tremendous power. It has changed the
direction of my life. It has the power to reach the heart of
that person you love and have prayed for many times.

One of my most endearing and enduring experiences was
to participate in the QT retreat, “Rest in the Lord: A Guided
Silent Retreat” held in Kingsmead Hall, Victoria Park Road
from 6-7 March 2009.

The tranquil and beautiful setting of the site with lush green
vegetation left me with the imagery of the Garden of Eden
God had created for Adam and Eve to live a peaceful, happy,
wholesome and righteous life. Man’s original nature was
good ( AZ%}J‘W&%%) until he disobeyed God’s law.

The silent retreat impacted me in a profound way in
revealing the symbiotic relationship between solitude and
community. The retreat paper titled “Life Together, 1938:
Solitude and Silence” extracted from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s
book is a profound discourse on this relationship. Those
who cannot be alone will do harm not only to themselves,
but also to the community. Alone we stand before God
when He calls us. We cannot escape from ourselves. If we
refuse to be alone, we are rejecting Christ’s call to us. In the
same way, if we cannot be in the community, we reject the
call of Jesus, and our solitude can only be harmful to us.
Therefore, only in fellowship do we learn to be alone and
only in solitude do we learn to live in fellowship.

QT - o~ cOmMPorss
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“There is a time to be silent and a time to speak’
(Ecclesiastes 3:7). Indeed, there is a time for everything in
life. God has made it so. Man may understand time, but he
cannot comprehend the whole of God’s work. So he must
learn to stand in awe of God.

So enriching was the QT retreat that I introduced QT as a
necessary feature of our small group Bible study. The 10-
minute-or-so QT follows immegiate y after our Bible study
to enhance our quiet moments with God when we emerge
from our indiviccllual reflections to share with one another.

QT is an integral part of God’s creation of the earth. God
could have accomplished creation with one word. But He
chose to employ six days to demonstrate to us the Sabbath-
rest which is one of the ten commandments of God. “By
the seventh day God had finished the work He had been
doing; so on the seventh day He rested from all His work.
And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because
on it He rested from all the work of creating that He had
done” (Genesis 2:2-3). Sabbath-rest, blessed and sanctified
by God, brings us closer to God. It gives us the time and
sgace to repent and take advantage of His patient love. In
the process, we learn to enjoy our families, our friends, our
health and everything in our life.

%T is not an option. It is all part and parcel of our spiritual
ife.

Will you consider telling us how God has been
speaking to you? If so, drop a message to the
Saltshaker team at tmccomms@gmail.com with the
excerpt from your quiet time journal.

If you haven't been scFendin quiet time with God
recentlfl, or are wondering if you should begin
journalling what you've learnt, why not start today?

Journalling can be as simple as writing down the
insights you've Iglained into God’s Word, and how you

can obey what His Word says.
You might even find the following acronym useful in
helping you in your journalling process:

S Scripture: reading God’s word
Observe: study and learn from the text
Application: what is God’s word to me?
Response: what is my word to God?

(taken from http://www.edgechurch.com/filestore/pdf/SOAR_journaling.pdf)

connect with God
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The following is an extract of Bishop Dr Robert Solomon’s sermon
on the occasion of TMC'’s 54th Anniversary and Dedication
Service. The scripture text for the day was Deut 12:5-14.

e know the history of this passage and how
God rescued Israel from slavery and brought
them into the promised land. One of the

important things that God did was to instruct
them on how to worship. It was important for God that
the Israelites worshipped the true God and worshipped
Him in the right way. If we have the wrong notions of
God, then we will be led astray, and it will have no effect
on our transformation. The danger that Israel faced was
the surrounding Canaanites. Israel was going into a very
pagan environment and it was easy for them to be tempted
to worship the idols that were very popular around them.
God wanted to preserve the heart of Israel so that Israel
might give undivided attention and worship to the living
God. So here we find Moses instructing Israel in verse 4,
“you must not worship the Lord your God in their way.”

Worship is a very hot topic in church these days, and it
seems to me that we often fight over style rather than
substance. The styles that we choose also convey certain
things about what we think about God. But far more than
style is the substance of worship and here, God is very
jealous to guard the way the people of God worship Him.

o prevent unauthorised and syncretistic worship, in the
beginning, God said there coulg only be one central place
of worship. Shiloh (during the period of the tabernacle),
a?d then after that, in the temleZ in Jerusalem. No other
place.

One place so that Israel’s faith could remain strong, clean
and pure in order for God’s purposes to be fulfilled. This
was not an eternal plan, but for a time, God wanted Israel
to worship in one place so that they would not fall into
apostasg. God chooses this place of worship; we human
beings do not. Our role is to seek the place of God’s choice
as we read in verse 5.

And what is this place all about? It's interesting the way
that the Old Testament puts it whenever it describes the
tabernacle or the temple. “This is a dwelling place for my
name. The place that you worship shall be the dwelling place
for my name.”

That phrase - “A dwelling place for my name.” - is repeated
again and again in the whole of the Old Testament.

His Name is important for various reasons. The most
important reason is that His Name represents His
character.

In biblical times, a person’s name represented his character.
God is saying that a dwelling place for His Name is a place
where His character is celegrated, accepted, received and
exhibited. And so the places where we worship are to reflect

the very character of God. The Very Oliness,
love, and truth of God have to be
tangible and evident in our places
of worship.

The name of God portrays the character of God and,
therefore, it represents the glory of God. The sanctuary
which we set apart to worship God, is a place for the glory of
God. So every time we come in here, I think we should feel
something. There should be a difference. There should be
a presence of God here, the glory of God, so that everyone
who comes here is touched in some way by the glory of the
living God. This character of God and the glory of God
should be thickly felt in the church.

The name of God, which brings us the character and glory
of God has to do with worship. We read from Matthew
18:20 Christ promising, “where 2 or 3 come together in my
name there am I with them.”

The church is God’s people and God’s people are called to
worship Him. Many churches today have mission and
vision statements. This is a good exercise but I think that
a lot of time spent coming to the same things at the end of
the day. Very simply, church is about worship, nurture and
witness. We may try to put it in different ways but it’s all
there. It’s in the Bible. Worship is one important aspect of
who we are as a church. Sometimes we forget Who is at
the heart of worship, Who the most important person is
in worship.

When God says, “the place where you worship will be a
dwelling place dfor my name”, God’s Name continues on in
the life of God’s people. I don't know how long buildings
will last. I don’t know how long congregations will last.
But I know that the Name Whom we worship belongs to
the One Who lasts forever. He is the one we worship, and
in His presence we gather. I pray that in this place, God will
be worshipped in truth and in Spirit, and that hearts will be
touched, that truly God’s presence will be thickly felt here,
that this church goes not just go through the motions of
worship, not just empty ritualism or just cultural habits but
therelwill be an encounter between the living God and His
people.



Secondly, we connect the Name of God with salvation.
Romans 10:13 - “Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord will be saved.” 1 pray that, in this place, many, many,
many more will come to find the salvation that is in Jesus
Christ, that they will call upon the name of the Lord, that
they will be cherished and celebrated and kept holy in this
place, that many more will come to have that salvation that
Christ had come to give us on His cross. The church isn’t
just for members. The church is for everybody else outside
our walls. They have to hear the gospel and they have to
come. They have to come into this place. And for this to
happen, every church member must get into action.

Methodism is not a spectator sport.
Perish the thought of any clericalism. Perish the thought of
paying a small group of people, calling them pastors, %Ving
them this yoke of obedience and then telling them what to

do - “you do our work for us”

In 1989, Lee Yih, a Hong Kong businessman was speaking
at the Lausanne II Conference, said, pastors are like frogs.
Frogs sit on the rock. The insect comes from a distance, and
when it comes near enough, at the right time, the tongue of
the frog goes out and puﬁs in the insect. That’s the pastor.
There is nothing wrong with that because pastors are
basically trained and called to equip God’s people. They
minister in the church. They train God’s people to go out
and do the ministry.

And so Lee said that lay people are like lizards. Lizards
don't sit on rocks and wait for insects. Lizards crawl all
over the walls and everywhere actively. They are very
mobile. They go and find the insects. Lee is essentially
saying that lay people have been placed by God in places
that pastors cannot go to - in your own family, in your own
office, in your own classroom, in your own block of flats,
among your own relatives. God has placed lay people in
strategic places. He wants to touch people’s lives through
the ministry, the prayer and the witness of His people.

Fr(c)igs train lizards. Lizards go out
and do the ministry.

People have to come to call on the Name of the Lord so that
they can be saved. And this is the ministry of partnership
that we are all involved in. There are no spectators in
the Methodist church - and there should not be any as
everyone who is baptised and believes in Jesus is a servant
of the Lord. God sends everyone to do His ministry, so
that those who do not know Jesus may come to know Him,
and call on His Name and be saved.

The Name of Jesus is also connected with prayer.

In John 16:23-24, Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, the Father
will give you whatever you ask in my name... My Father will
give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have
not asked anything in my name. Ask and you will receive
and your joy will be complete.”

God’s Name is connected with the prayer of God’s people
and the power of God in answering those prayers. What a
wonderful Flace this place is! God%as given a sanctuary, a
church building so that His people may come and 1;;ray in
His Name, and so that God can fulfil His purposes through
them, that their joy will be complete. If every church is a
praying church, there will be amazing results.

Why is it that our prayer meetings are not so well
attended?

This is a universal problem, not just a Methodist problem
— the Presbyterians, Anglicans, everyone has the same
groblem. Someone once said that the attendance on a

unday morning has to do with the popularity of the
church; the attendance at the mid-week service where the
pastor preaches has to do with the popularity of the pastor;
the attendance at the prayer meeting has to do with the
popularity of God. If that is true, God is not as popular as

human preachers and human institutions. € poor
attendance at our prayer meetings
demonstrates where our attention

actually is, or where our faith is.
But the Bible promises that when God’s people gather to
worshi% and ask in His Name, God is able to do amazing
things beyond our imagination. What a wonderful place
it is, a place that God has given so that people can pray in
His Name.

Worship, salvation and prayer. These things are connected
with the Name of God, which dwells in His holy place, in
His sanctuary.

I end with this little children’s verse that many of us know,
and which I've shared in many other places:

Pussy cat pussy cat where have you been?

I've been to London to see the queen.

Pussy cat pussy cat what did you there?

I chased the little mouse from under the chair.

The pussy cat had very noble intentions. It was travelling
to London to see the queen, to see majesty. But when it
arrived in London, instinct took over noble vision. It ended
up doing what came naturally - it chased the little mouse
under the chair. Obviously, it didn't see the queen.

Methodist Methodist where have you been?
I've been to church to worship the King.
Methodist Methodist what did you there?

I counted all the mistakes in the bulletin.

But if it is otherwise,

Methodist Methodist where have you been?
I've been to church to see the King. ’
Methodist Methodist what did you there?
I fell at His feet and worshipped Him.

imagine what God can do through this church?
He has given us much and all He asks for is a heart

worship, that we recognise Him for Who He is and
He has done for us.

connect with God
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SSibliotheque by SKS

MONEY

POSSESSIONS

STEWARDSHIP

STUDY

Money Possesions and Eternity by Randy Alcorm

This book is written for individuals who seek to find out what the
Scriptures has to say on the issue of money and material possesions.
Be prepared to have your attitude towards materialism, debts chal-
lenged, through thought-provoking arguments raised by Randy
Alcorn.

Overall, this book is an excellent read for inidividuals and groups
who are looking for a deeper look at how they can use the resources
given by God to make an eternal impact on those around them.

NIV StCWﬂI'dShip Stlldy Bible from Zondervan
Pu]olishing

This study Bible is for those seeking to understand what it really
means to be a manager who is entrusted with the resources of God.

More than just focusing on the topic of money issues alone, this Bible
emphasizes on stewardly responsibility in all areas of our lives such
as relationships and caring for the poor among many other areas. It
also reminds us that stewardship is not supposed to be draining or
guilt-inducing but is meant to be motivating and empowering.

Dally nght on the Dally Path from Zondervan
Pu]olishing

This daily devotion by Samuel Bagster is a classic which featues
unique day and night meditation for each day of the year that is
composed entirely of passages in the Bible.

Each morning and evening devotion is designed around a Biblical
theme and will giev you new insights into powerful spiritual truths.
This devotion will help you uncover the deep truths of the Bible
while finding fresh insights and strength from the promises of God
to face every circumstance through daily reminders of God’s love.

5[{{5 Your One-stop Christian Resource Centre 395 Dulrari Rasd #05.03

Tan Boon Liat Building

I | TEL: 62279700 WWW.SKSBOOKS.COM Singapore 163074
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It was dark. Very dark.

Still, but not quite quiet. Mysterious but gentle flutterings,
faint rustles, and all kinds of insect calls punctuated the
still forest air from time to time. Aside from that, nothing
seemed to be moving except for the cool night wind that
wafted between the giant trees around us.

We were in the deepest bowels of the Bruneian jungle. My
buddy, Suhaimi, and I, were on a three-day navigation
exercise as part of our training in Officer Cadet School, in
the middle of Brunei’s deep jungles.

We moved only in the daylight, and stopped when light
faded. Because when the light faded there, the thick cang)(py
imposed an absolute black-out on the jungle floor. You
could not even see your hand in front of you.

On our first night there, we had hung up hammocks
between the trees and had fallen asleep. %n t%e middle of
the night, I woke up feeling thirsty. Gingerly sticking my
leg out, I tried to feel in the dark for my boots down on the
ground below.

“Ow!” I bellowed. Instead of finding m{ boots, I felt a
stinging pain on my feet and toes. I instantly pulled my feet
off the ground. Clawin%lfrantically for my torch, I switched
it on. By now, Suhaimi had also awoken.

The torch splashed light all over the jungle floor and our
jaws dropped in surprise.

All over the ground, it seemed like the entire insect world
of that jungle was awake and on the move. The still, calm,
and serene night I had been swaying in, was not quite. All
kinds of ants, bugs and insects were crawling in different
directions. I was swinging and hovering over what seemed
to be the downtown traﬂé jams of an insect city!

Without the torch, and without the light, I would never

have been aware, and seen what was really going on in the
dark.

The same is true of life. Of life now. And of life eternallg.
Without the light of Christ, no man, no woman, no child,
will become aware, know and understand the dark state we

are in. Without the Light of the world, we cannot appreciate
our need for God.

Only when Jesus enters into our life, can we see clearly, be
convicted convincingly, and be converted truly.

In the account of the Acts of the Apostles, Luke records for
us how this was also true for the Apostle Paul. On the road
to Damascus, “Saul” as he then was, encountered Jesus in a
“light from heaven” that had “suddenly shone down around
him” (Acts 9:3, NLT). As a result of that encounter with
Jesus, Saul came to recognise his sinfulness, and his need
for the Savior, Jesus.

Our church theme for 2011 concerns light. Jesus tells us in
Matthew 5 that the disciples of Jesus are the “light of the
world”. Jesus commands us to “let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.”

For those of us who have been Christians for a while,
we have been living in the light of Christ. For many of
us, we've forgotten the obvious. We are in the light. Like
the oft-quoted story of the fish in water asking where the
water is, time and the lack of accountability lulls us into a
forgetfulness.

We are living in the light of Christ. We are to be the light
of the world.

Itis too easy and tempting to forget that most Singaporeans,
most of our friends, most of our relatives, most of our
colleagues, and most of our neighbours have not seen the
li§ht of Christ. Like my buddy and I who were ignorant
of what was going on in the middle of the dark Bruneian
jungle, they still do not know that they are in spiritual
darkness - not knowing God in Jesus, the Christ.

What are we to do?

Shine!
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5 Column

You - :
A Lighted City

-

by Lim Khia Teck
LCEC Chairperson

What are our new year resolutions and plans?

Better exam results for those in school? Promotion and advancement at work? Better fitness? More appreciation of the
finer things in life? More fun, more security, more time to do the things we like?

It may be natural to long for these things, but we are warned against letting these things become the sole passion in
our lives. The hymn “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” reminds us where our priority sghould be. As God trains us in
righteousness, so all the things we need will be added unto us. With His training, we shall be wise in our daily conduct
and speech. In this way, we let our light shine before others, that they may see our good deeds and give glory to our Father
in Heaven.

We can be like that lighted city on a hill, where weary travellers can seek refuge from the dangers and torments of worldly
society. Or that light on a narrow path leading to salvation, where seekers can find true peace in a dark and confused
world where truth'is so often hard to discern.

If we pause to look around us, in the midst of outward prosperity and abundance, it is not difficult to notice people who
are lost and lonely, people in need of hoge, shelter, justice, compassion and peace. It could very well be someone at your
workplace or school. You can be that light for this person.

As a church, we have set up ministries to help needy families who are unable to provide for themselves, children who
need good counsel and friendship at Contact 123, the lonely and infirm elderly at St Luke’s Eldercare in Serangoon. Our
BB, G%S and kindergarten provide Christian education and development for young and impressionable kids. Overseas,
our missionaries in Cambodia labour to make disciples of the Khmer people, teaching them to follow after Jesus and how
to make an honest living.

Each of us can play a part in supporting these and other ministries, through our presence, our prayers, our gifts and our
service.

II% t}l:e newhyear, will we endeavour to do better in responding to our Father’s call to bring Jesus and His light to the ends
of the earth?

God of the poor, friend of the weak, give us compassion we pray. Melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain. Come,
change our love from a spark to a flame.
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The Seletar Parish small group has been around for as long as TMC has existed.

Formed in the early days of our church, this was one of three parish groups set up to minister to members who lived in
the Seletar area. Very little has changed in this small group over the years. The %roup still meets faithfully every third
Wednesday of the month at 8pm in a member’s home in Seletar Hills Estate. Each meeting begins witYd praise and
worship, a time of testimony, teaching of the word, and ends with fellowship over food.

These 12 families have literally grown old together. When the church was smaller, the pastors would come to share the
Word at the parish meeting. This fostered a strong bond between the pastors, members and their respective families.
Members also participated actively in the community life of the small church. This has continued to this day where every
member in Seletar group contributes to some ministry in TMC. Big or small, each member’s contribution to the group
is valued, no matter if it's opening up their homes, leading worship, providing food, leading prayer, or simply turning up
faithfully at each meeting.

Although the group received some younger members over the past year, the majority are in their golden years. Last year,
they celebrated the 90th birthday of the oldest member, and what a beautiful memory it was! Another member is now
living in a home, and members visit her whenever they can to encourage her.

The attendance of a pastor at the small group meeting is no longer mandatory. Although finding a replacement for a pastor’s
teaching hasn’t alwaﬁs been easy, God has always provided spiritual food. The Seletar Parish small group participated
with the rest of the church in the study of Philip Yancey’s “What’s so Amazing about Grace” and Rick Warren’s “Purpose
Driven Life”, even meeting weekly to go through the materials and watch the videos.

As God provides the spiritual nourishment, the lady of the house will provide the food! You are most welcome to try
either, on the third Wednesday of every month at 8pm in Seletar Hills estate.

connect with one another

15
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INSPYIRATION FROM ONE CHALKPOARD

o

A

Compiled from the testimonies of Children’s Ministry workers, Deborah, Mei Chan
and Chui Mei after their mission trip to Cambodia in December 2010.

1. We were inspired by the boundless
energy of Charia and her team from
Trans WorldRadio (“TWR”)Cambodia
who  organised the Christmas
celebration in Village Toulsala. The
were expecting 300 children. Instead,
more than 500 children turned up
for the celebration! It was wonderful
to see so many children singing
with actions and really enjoyin
themselves. The children were tol
bible stories and recited memory
verses in the open fields. When it was
time to distribute goodie bags, it was
touching to see the joyful expressions
on the children’s faces. They looked
happy with whatever little gift they
ot. Some even ate the loaf of bread
they received on the spot.

2. In Village Kporb - which is one of
the 60 Care for Cambodia (“CfC”)
sEonsored village projects - about 50
children come voluntarily after school
to have lessons under a wooden stilt
house owned by Ruth, the village
project owner. There were not enough
mini blackboards for each child. Each
row of children shared a board. After
the children had written on it, the
young teacher, who looked no older
than 12 years old, checked the writing,
and then passed the board on to the
next row of children. We felt sad and
at the same time hopeful. Sad that
we Singaporeans have so much while
these poor children have to make do
with so little. Hopeful because these
little ones were eager to learn and even
slightly older children were teaching
the younger ones. Witnessing the
young teachers at work also taught us
that, regardless of our age, as long as
we are willinlg to give our time to serve
Him, He will equip us to do His work.

by CheW K’m Llng

3.Fihasalways given us the impression
thatsheisaverysoft-spoken and caring
but frail old lady. But our impression of
her frailty changed totally after seeing
her manoeuvre a land cruiser onto a
small ferry and taking on the leader
role in the village visit. She reminded
us of Paul, who trained his disciples
and sent them out to be Christian
leaders. In this case, Fi sent people out
to the village to run programmes to
teach the villagers about healthcare,
literacy, English, share the gospel and
have bible study.

In this mission trip, we have been
inspired by our mission partners
strong faith in God. We truly witnessed
that nothing is impossible for God,
as lon% as we trust Him, being ready

illing to answer His call towards

and w
the Great Commission. He will use
anybody, young or old. He will make
it possible!
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At Takhmao, they are so passionate about every aspect of
the service, be it singing or the sermon. Their worship is so
simple but moves the hearts of everyone including me. They
sing with such conviction and passion every Sunday. It has
made me realise that sometimes I lose my focus on Go
and turn my focus to my friends during youth ministrl}(I. As
Hern Shung said, the twelve of us mission trippers make up
almost one-fifth of YM. If each of us behaves as if we were
on a mission trip every Sunday, I'm sure YM would be a
much more lively and wonderful. - Timothy Tan

On the night before we left Cambodia, we had dinner with
the Cheng family. Their stories of God’s provision were
amazing! Once, they had a huge order for their catering
services, and they ran out of plates in the middle of the
event. Unfortunately, the event was held in a very remote
place, and the only nearby shop was a petrol kiosk. Now,
petrol kiosks do not sell plates, so the on 3' thingthey could
do was to pray. After that, Uncle Jacob decided to just try
the petrol kiosk anyway, and amazingly, they sold paper
plates! - Vernetta Vivian Chai

Change is something that many are apprehensive about.
But is change always a bad thing¢ Take our Khmer brother,
Chan Thol, for example. When I first met him last year,
Chan Thol was a little shy and spoke very little English.
When I met him again this year, Chan Thol had opened up
more and had taken the effort to learn English. He has been
growing and glowing in the name of God. I'm glad to have
gotten to know him better. - Jonathan Lau

Voiwces fmm our Y ouTh
HMeson T rppers

December 2010

We often train ourselves to look past need and not do
anything about it. We know of what is hapﬁ)enintg in
Cambodia from past mission trippers as well as from
missionaries, but we sometimes choose to look past it. We
think to ourselves that “Yes, it sounds bad. They have my
sympathy,” and we give a few dollars, but that is as far as it
goes for most of us. Albert Einstein said that the world is
a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but
because of those who don’t do anything. And as Christians,
God has said all that He requires of us is to do justice, to
love mercy and to walk humbly with Him. It makes me
question myself - how am I living out what He is requiring
of me? - Ang Hern Shung

I learnt from the Khmers the art of serving. They helped
me with the cleaning up, servinghof food, and even the
ffoungest little boys helped carry the plates around during
unch. I realised how caring these people were. I also saw
love, the simplest acts of care and concern, the older boys
taking charge of the younger children and leading them
in games, and older girls doing the washing up. These all
touched me immensely. - Clara Chua

I may groan about having to wake up early and having a
ot o%, homework to do, but the people in Cambodia need
to hold part-time jobs just to pay for their education.
They stop schooling when they have no more money, and
they resume schooling when they have earned enough
to continue. Such perseverance is to be admired greatly.
Marianne Williamson said, ‘Joy is what happens to us when
we allow ourselves to recognize how good tﬁings really are’
- Clara Tay

The team learnt the meaning of empowerment and to
expect the unexpected. We had gone to Takhmao with our
own plans, but Pastor Chanmap had actually planned the
day for us. Plans that the team-in-charge had in place were
changed drastically. But we learnt how to adapt to changes
and still bonded with the Khmer youths. - Goh Chui Mei

Leo E. Buscaglia once said, “Too often we underestimate
the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear,
an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all
of which have the potential to turn a life around.” I had
my arms around a few children, praying for them, when I
started to tear a little. The children saw this and whispered
to one another. They started to tickle me. Moments like
this set me thinking about how the smallest act can change
and touch someones life. - Nicole Gan

In the first place we visited, we saw many carvings, tombs,
incense burnings and daily practices that the religious
Khmers took in all seriousness. They performed rituals,
such as the release of caﬁtured pigeons to carry their sins
away so that they could be forgiven. This reminded me of
how easily salvation has been given to me. All I needed to
do was believe in the only true and living way - Jesus Christ.
I am not satisfied with being merely on the receiving end of
such grace. I believe I can give and accomplish more in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. — Tan Min Qhee



What if twenty steps
across a room could
- change your friend’s life
| forever?

E

connect with others

Just

Walk

ACross

the

Room

A journey that will refresh your appreciation for the Holy Spirit’s
mysterious ways, rekindle your passion for people, and revive your
belief that the single greatest gift you can give to your friends and
family members is an introduction to the God who...

created them
loves them
and has a purpose for their lives

You'll learn how to:
Develop friendships with people who do not yet know God

Discover the stories behind their lives journies
Discern the “next steps” which will help point them to faith in God

Pointing people to faith is what God calls us all to do.

A church-wide programme beginning in March 2011 at
Trinity Methodist Church
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EVENTS

Connect with God

Every Saturday
0700hrs - Men @ Prayer

19 February

Day of Prayer for Missions. Please contact
Andy Chew at cybrchew@pacific.net.sg for

more information.

Connect with One Another

12 February

Senior's Lunar New Year Gathering, 4-7pm

12,13, 19 February

Intermediate Photography Course (visit www.
tmc.org.sg/highlights.html). Contact Tricia
Tong (tmccomms@gmail.com)

17 March
Seniors’ Get-Together

Connect with Others

18-21 February
WSCS Mision Trip
24 February/27 March

Visitation & Devotion @ St Luke’s Eldercare.
Please contact Eric Cheong at
enc@tmc org.sg for more details

%u aESCha 10am Contact Eric Cheong for

more details.
31 March

Visitation & Devotion @ St Luke's Eldercare.
Please contact Eric Cheong at
eric@tme.org.sg for more details
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Amanda Yong

Tricia Tong

Cheryl Sim

Rose Tan

Translator
Ellen Cheo

Designers
Noelle Yong
Jill Koh

Photographers

Jason Tang

Raymond Seah

Sean Chia

Seletar Parish Small Group
CM Mission Trippers

YM Mission Trippers

OERVILED
REQUIRED

TREASURE HUNT

Anyone who would like to help preserve the treasured memories of our church,
please contact Victor at 9619-6176 / vseah@singnet.com.sg.

PHOTOGRAPHERS

The Communications Committee still requires photographers to serve once a
month. Please email tmccomms@gmail.com if you are a shutterbug.

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS

If you have a gift of graphic design and are proficient in InDesign or equivalent
software, please email tmccomms@gmail.com t o exercise your gifts which are
sorely in demand.

TEACH

Contact 123 is in need of tuors to assist primary shool children with their school
work. Volunteers are also required to manage the counter. If you can offer your
time at Block 123, Serangoon Avenue 1, #01-140, please contact Eric Cheong at
62824443 or eric@tmc.org.sg.

WHO IS IN THE COUNTING HOUSE
COUNTING THE MONEY?

Not enough people, says the Finance Committee, which
needs volunteers.

Responsibility: collate the offering into different
denominations and record the amounts accordingly

on Sundays and special days like Christmas after the
worship services. Volunteers would be placed on a pre-
agreed duty roster.

Simple pre-requisite: A devoted Christian with a fear and
love for God.

Training: Training will be provided. A counting team
leader will be present to guide you.

For more information: Please call Denisa at 62824443 or
denisa@tmc.org.sg

Stock Photography
http://sxc.hu

Printer
Lithographic Print House Pte Ltd

Trinity Methodist Church

34 Serangoon Garden Way Singapore 555940
T. 6282 4443

F: 6282 0094

E: churchoffice@tmc.org.sg
www.tmc.org.sg




