
It's all
about me

It's all about me - NOT!

By Rev Dianna Khoo

lvlany years ago, someone gave me a t-shid with
"lt's all about me" printed in bold across the front.

Like most people, this t-shirt ,s appr0priate for me

in many ways. From time to time, l{all into the sin

of self-centredness. I like to think that it is all about

me. So this t-shid is a reminder that it is actually

not all about me.

We all need these reminders because we live in a
world that increasingly promotes the individual's

rights 0r one's own self-interests over almost

everything. "lt's all about me" is not just printed on

a t-shirt; it is imprinled on lhe fabric oI our society.

Anyone who joins a choir soon realises that it is not
"all about me." When a g0od choir sings in unison.
you cannot pick out one voice. Each person sings

his or her part and the sound produced is always
greater than just one person's.

While it is true that God loves us each as individuals

and knows us each s0 intimately as to know the
number of hairs on our head, that love also calls

us to look beyond 0ur own selfish desires. Scripture

reminds us again and again that is not lust all

about me. Unfodunately, it often takes a lot {or

us t0 realise God's call to look beyond ourselves.

Archbishop William Temple once wrole, "The church

is the only organisation that exists lor the benefit

of its non-members." Christianity, at its best,opens
our eyes t0 all that is around us. lt shows us a world

that is always in need of love and action.

A friend ol mine was posted t0 a church in a little
village in the north of England and told to close il
down. This once healthy church had dwindled to

about 10 people on any given Sunday. After being

at that church for some time, my frlend said, "lt was

so close to death that you could smell resurrection."

So, instead ol closing the church, she seized the

opportunity for resurrection. This little church

stopped looking inward towards its own death, and

started looking outlvard towards a new life.

ln Luke 7:'11-17, Jesus interrupts a large crowd

gathered for a funeral procession. The crowd has

gathered in mourning. As lhey proceed to bury lheir

lriend and son, a resurrection moment occurs. Jesus

raises the boy.

God can appear in whal seems to be the unlikeliest

of places and times. God is s0lull of surprises that

we need each other t0 recognise these resurrecti0n

moments.

The news 0f Jesus' action spread throughout all

Judea and lhe surrounding country. We also need

to share our moments of resurrection, those times

when God works in our lives. While we may not have

witnessed bodily resurrection, we have experienced

God working in our lives. We have experienced

occasions when sadness turned into joy and despair

into hope. Hope and new resurrection comes in
many forms.

As lwrite, I have been in Trinity Methodist Church

f0r about'10 months now. Already, I have witnessed

many moments of resurrection, moments where

there is evidence of God working in individual

and corporate lives. Each week as we gather as a

people of God, we need to remind ourselves that

resurrection is possible. More importantly, we need



to recognise that God is amongst us and is w0rking through us

For me, Iocrrsing 0n the resurrection means that there is always 0ppodunity for renewal

and iransformation in both personal and corpora'te life Sometimes, when l listen t0

complaints about the most mundane things from worshippers and leaders, I think: "Hey,

l00ks like it is easier to ioin a funeral procession in self-interest and focus on the'its

all about me', than to consider the possibilities 01 resurrecti0n." My dear friends, God

calls us to look beyond our individual and corporate selves. It does not always revolve

around mel

I ask myself: "lf Trinity lvlethodist Church is removed from Serang0on Gardens would

any0ne miss us? 0r would they say'g00d riddance'?" Would the neighbors think, "N0

more thoughtless parking 0n a Sunday, n0 more loud clanging of church bells?" 0r, will

people miss 0ur presence as salt and light in the community?

In the past few years, much of our energy' time and interest have been focused on the

redevelopment fund. And as responsible stewards, we will continue to d0 so lrntil we

raise the entire balance of our debt.

Even so,our budget, the leadership structure or even the w0rship services, while

deservinq our attention and energy, must not all be ends in themselves. N0ne of these

should be "the be all and end all" reason lor the existence of the church Our church

must always also be a place where people can experience the grace and peace of G0d'

We are a sanctuary o{ the Good News of Jesus Christ for the world.

For the years ahead, il is my prayerihat all the people gathered as God's children here

at Trinity lviethodist Church will above an)'thing else seek to honour God together' We

must, in our worship services, seek t0 be accessible t0 a diverse range of people This

means we will continue to provide both contemporary and traditi0nal music and styles

Our worship of God must be padicipatoi-y in style but not casual in approach 10 God 0r

one other.

We will remind 0urselves, endlessly, if we must, that Jesus is at the heart 0f our church's

life and ministry. Without Him we can d0 nothing WebelieveihattheBibleisG0d'swritten

Word through which God speaks and through which we grow in 0ur understand ng and

knowledge of Him.

We will constantly remember that we are nol simply a group of lndividuals. but a genujne

relalional Christian community. Thus, we need one other to sustain Our d scip eship and

t0 demonstrate God's love and work t0 those beyond the walls 0i this church'

T0 this end, we need t0 sustain and in time increase our involvemeni in service, missi0ns

and evangelism both 10 our local community and t0 the wider w0rld'

Let me summarise for you my vision for TMC in the f0llowing manner:

1. We connect to God through our adoration and expressions 0l gratitude I0r His

faithfulness through our personal devotion, prayer, study, discipleship and in

corporate worshiP.

2. We connecl with 0ne another in Chris!like, welcoming environments;

we GROW in small gr0ups through transformational relationships, study and

prayer.

3. We c0nnecl in ministry i0 serve with uncommon generosity by giving ol our

time, spiritual gifts, and Iinancial resources;

4. We connect with the community and the world by demonstraling the Kingdom

of God and inviting others to loin it.

This, 0f course, is not going to happen overnight. We must as a church keep 0ur focus 0n

these lor years to come. But d0 remember, "lt's not always about me", bui it is always

about our resurrected Lord!
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to nurture small group leadership, both in supporting existing

teaders as well as equipprng new leaders lhere are Jpcoming

training sessions and retreats planned t0r this purpose

ln the year ahead, it is 0ur prayer thal God will continue t0 lead

ihe small groups in TIVIC by His Spirii into deeper discipleship

and m0re effective outreach. And by His grace, we are confideni

He will do so!

HOW ABOUT YOU?

ls Gld prompting ylu t0 iain a snatl gr7ur? ls He caitng y1u t0

step forward t0 lead a grlup? D0 y1u hav€ a passion for small

groups a.1d would tike t0 l') actively invalved in this ministry?
'Do 

contact Colin (colinyip@gnail con, 97826446)' 0ur Small

Groups C00rdinatlr, or lvan (ivan@tnc.0rg.sg, 9665984/), 0ur

Lay Ministry Staff, flr more inf1rmati1n or if y1u are interested

to get involved.
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By Lee Ling Ling

Go. go. go.. infa fhe ' a d
Go. go. go into fhe 'vorld
Go, go go... into the world

And tei thaf Jesus is fhe Besf.

The Children's Ministry Missions Pr1gramme began in January 2007

and is now pai ot the Sunday School curriculum for prinaryleve

children betuveen the ages 0f 6 and 12.

MISSIONS SUNDAY

Under the programme, the fourth Sunday of each month is a dedicated

Missions Sunday. The teachers face the challenge of coming up

with ideas to make the lessons relevant and alive to the children t0

encourage involvement and engagement Atter all, at their young age,

going 0n a mission trip is definitely not on their or even their parents'

agsndal

Typically, each lesson begins with a group lesson 0r presentation on a

specific c0untry. These presentations focus on the lives and cultures

of the people or people groups in the country and end off with how we

can pray for changed lives.

Thereafter, the children return to their classrooms for small group

activities wlth prayer as the main activity as we felt that prayer is one

ol the more interactive means of engaging the children in lrissions

This year, three countries were introduced - Mexico, Uruguay and

Cambodia.

.TBIP' TO MEXICO

We kick-started the programme with an lniroduction to Latin America

via the land oi Mexico!

0ne ofourteachers, Laurelsamuel, introducedthe children to Mexicaf

culture and songs. The children received "hamburger" sweets and

we told them to pray {0r Mexico whenever they eat sweets (if this is

practised daily, imagine the number of prayers said each dayl).
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.TRIP" TO URUGUAY

For our "trip" lo Uruguay in lvlarch 2007, we had lhe privilege of inviting

a real missionary to our Sunday schooll June, the niece of Tan Ai Ling

one of our teachers, shared about her life and work in Uruguay especially

the impact her church, the New Wine Church. had on the people in the

country. For inslance, we learned about how the lives 0f ex-prisoners

were clranged.

June also gave 0ut special Uruguayan biscuits t0 our children wh0 were

asked to pray {or Uruguay whenever they eat biscuitsl

.TRIP" TO CAMBODIA

Cambodia has a very special place in the hearts of the children as we

have shared about this country many times, almost on a quarterly basis.

The children pray for Cambodia whenever they eat fruits.

ln February 2007, the Youth TRACKERS shared about their Mission trip

to Cambodia, and in particular, their trip to the rubbish dumps where

children collect garbage lor a living. This had a signilicant impact on

the children's lives.

ln June 2007, Dr Ang Poh Kit, one of our teachers, also shared about

the WSCS mission trip to Cambodia in 2006. Through her testimony, the

children were able to see how God used her gifts as a doctor to make a

difference to the lives of the Cambodians she met.

ln September 2007, we screened a video produced by the Methodist

lilissi0ns Society (MMS), Amazing Grace - CoSl Home, which ,eatured

our church's very own Jerry Ong. Following that, a COS| Home Savings

Drive was organised in which we challenged our children to save a

portion of their allowances as a gift to the COSl Home children.

The total sum collected was $9681 lt was heartwarming to learn that

some of the children did extra chores around the house iust to earn

additional money for lhe CoSl Home. Others saved more from their

allowances by sacrilicing their meals.one girl even "converted" her

birthday presents into cash (by requesting for cash instead of presents

Irom her aunties and uncles) and contributed more than $200 to the

C0Sl Home collectionl one teacher, George lvlatthews, chaUenged his

class to save more by agreeing to match $'1 for every $0.50 collected.

lnstead of the usual par{ y'd gift-receiving, this yeals Children's Day

saw the children involvedln a "giving" missi0n.

For the Praise & Worship programme, we inviled Jerry ong to share his

experiences lrorn his mission trip to Cambodia, in particular, his visit

to the CoSl Home. lt was indeed encouraging to witness the children

interacting and participating with Jer as he revisited his trip t0
Cambodia and shared how his life was changed.

Following the Praise & Worship session, the children returned t0

their classroom and painted a total of 54 t-shirts. These t-shirts

were subsequently displayed at the Plaza and lhe congregation was

encouraged to vote for their favourite t-shirt with a donation of $10 per

t-shirt to needy children in Cambodia. Praise God thal support from the

congregation was tremendous with a lotal 0f $1,207 raised!

The t-shirts and ofterings were presented lo the Cambodian children

when Chew Kim Ling, Coordinator for Children's Ministry, went t0

Phnom Penh in end-November 2007 with the lvlissions Team. The

people in Cambodia were touched and appreciative 0f the efforts o{ our

TIVIC children and congregation.

CONCLUSION

When we first started the Missions Programme, all we wanted t0 do

was simply 10 share about a specific country's culture, lifestyle and

t0 encourage our children t0 respond by praying for the unsaved in

the couniry. We had little expectations o, how this programme would

unfold.

Unfold it did and through God's amazing grace and blessings. With God's

guidance and a mullitude 0{ blessings, we were able to expand our

lessons lo engage and involve our children in so many ways - prayer,

giving of gifts and special guests such as June and Jerry. Praise God!

We continue t0 pray and seek God's will lor lhe Children's Ministry and

pray {or His continued guidance and provision as we plan to organise a

Missions trip for olde!'primary children to Cambodia in 2008.

May His will for Children's Ministry be done on earth. Amen!

Lee Lng Llng is resp)nsible fu curriculun planning far the primary level in the

Children's l,linistry and is a n)ther 0f three daughlers.



strips ofboad for the frame and a plastic sheet for the main body of the lantern. Glue, scissors,

maikers and glitter were provided in the craft-kit lor each team lo decorate their lantern.

By 5.30pm, all the available multi-coloured kindergarten chairs and abbs were occupied

attaching the electric bulb and the battery compartment to the lantern shell added to the frenzy

bJ the last fifteen rninutes belore the time lor submissi0n oJ competition entries. At 6.1spm

iharp, the lanternsrtre gathered on the tables a0d sorted swiftly into the vari0us kindergarten

lpvplc

ln the kindergarten, the pace of lantern-making intensified an0 the sounds ot the glue machine

parents were ushered to the Plaza

the Grace Song. They were

Various TMC members Present

kindergarten children. To witness lheir joy in singing,

i a worship session lGd by the

clapping and doing actions for

the songs, it was little wonder that Jesus said, 'llet the little childfen come to me... for such is

the kingdom of God" (Luke 18;16). The parents and church members stood around the group

I TMC's compound. The parents and

exEitedly

1

/ feet, And a light
,re this ioy uind iTti

'.,irroqQd tte peiimilter 0f lhe church lighting up the dark
'gin{ tlie words of the Psalmist t0 mind: "Your Word is a

rath: (Psalm 119:105). May we all, in the TMC family, be

many more in time to come.

of lhe church lighting uP the dark

able to

under the guidance ol one of the





ever had ififfi
on the home

be unhappy about. What led me to attend
Alpha was a debate I had with a Buddhist
girlfriend about Christianity and Buddhism.

So I went to the course thinking that it would

be an intellectual exercise where lcould get

answers lo the unresolved issues raised in

that debate. [Alpha is a course, conducted

in small qroups, t0 address the key issues of

Christianity,l

lwas invited by an ex-colleague to the

Alpha group at Ch0ng Lian's home. After

three lessons lwanted to quil. While some

interesting questions about the faith were

raised, the answers given were aMully
Iamiliar. I had grown up in Sunday school and

had heard allthose answers before. lc0nfided

these feelings to Chong Lian and she said,

inslead of taking Alpha as a cerebral exercise.

"let the Holy Spirit just wash over you at each

lesson." So I decided lo let it be.

At the Iourth lesson, Chong Lian and I had a

little chataboutwhen and why lstopped going

to church. I honestly c0uld not remember lhe

exact momenl or circumstances. churchgoing
just felt meaningless. After that chat, Chong

Lian lelt a great burden to pray and minister

lo me. One evening, she was led by the Holy

Spirit t0 look for a CD for me. The odd tlring

wasthatshe had no ideawhatshe was looking

for. She went into her favourite Christian CD

shop and picked up, with some doubts, a CD

lilled Father of Life. Atl listening lo a lew
tracks, she knew, for cerlain. that this was

meant {or me.

The readings spoke to me and greatly touched

me. when I listened to the cD that night, ihe

resentment, bitterness, anger and grlef that

night, I finally
been holding on to the

and grief over an incident that took place

years ago. I thought I had dealt with the r00t

cause of those emotions then, but I realised

lhat I had never cast them aside and never

surrendered lhem to God.

As an indicati0n of what an anory person I

was, one member 0t the qroup shared, at the

end of the course, that he told his wife that

there was one person at Alpha who was so

angry that he physically stayed away rrom

her because she looked like she was aboul to

break his head offl

When I went I0r the first day of the Holy Spirit

weekend I was pretty tired. I got home at 5
am that Saturday morning because lwas out

padying. (Yes, I can see the disapproving looks

that you are giving me now). I was so tired

that I went lo the retreat without my mobile

phone. I felt uneasy throughout the day. I went

home that night to a family in distress. A near

tragedy almost took place and I was not there

tor them. When I checked my mobile phone,

oddly, there was n0 "missed call" from home.

I knew then that God was taking care of them.

I was meant t0 be at the retreat. Still, I was

not entirely convinced thal God was involved

in all of this.

The next morning I went to the third part 0I the

weekend with a heavy heart. lwas late and

the session had already started. During the

time for worship, I could not sing. However,

during the singing, Ch0ng Lian started t0 sob.

I thought to myself - why is she crying? Even

as I muttered that question to myself, I knew

the answer. She was crying for me, lwas t00

spent to even cry. When I asked her about her

tears, she confirmed that she was crying for

wife
wife that

was not angry

anymore. When other members heard this,

almost all except a few polite ones supported

the observation to varying degrees. When

I shared my experience at Alpha with that

Buddhist girlfriend of mine, she exclaimed

that my experience was "radical". Several

other girlfriends have als0 said that they

would never in their wildest dreams expect

me to speak to them about how great and

wonderful God is, or encouraoe them with

His W0rd. lvlost importantly, they would never

expect me to acknowledge and declare thal
God is real and He truly is sufficient.

Nowadays, lcannot slart the day without

being 0n my knees. worshipping and praising

Him, giving Him thanks with a graterul head,

just being in His presence, committing my

life into His hands, asking that He use me

to do His good works. I see now that it was

not by pure chance that I was invited t0 this

Alpha course. lt was nol by pure chance that

a series of evenls in my personal life ran

parallel and reached a new development with

each lesson. God's timing is perfect. He has

weaved the events in my career, pers0nal life

and the Alpha course to form an awe-inspiring

tapestry that showcases His grace, mercy and

faithfulness.

Like the prodigal son who spent years lost

in the wilderness, lwas lost in the spiritual

wilderness. I am truly blessed and glad to be

saved and found by Hls amazing grace. Every

time i look back at each step 0f my healing

process, lam humbled and grateful that He

has hunted me down, carried me all the way

and brought me to my knees s0 that I may

be restored in Him, that I may return Home

to Him.

10
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By Melissa Koh

Dutsa (hu, our ucw church adnbristrabr joiucd. tht clwrch

oflicz bt Aulust thLs yur (u ordtr b yt ta kuow hui our

Sakshaku nyortu wuts Dulsa for an iulorwal chat.

On first impressions, Denisa strikes one as an eloquent and

pleasant lady, albeit a little shy (although understandably

so as she had eadier expressed reluctance about being

"interviewed".) She is married to Pastor Daniel C. Tan from

Vesley Methodist Church, where she continues to worship

and has been very actively sewing in various ministries, from

being a small group zone leader to being a lay counsellor.

Administratiye work is not something new to her, although

full-time ministry is. when Drompted to share about her

decision to switch from the corporate wodd to full-time

ministry, she replied that a lot of prayer was involved as it

was a big step for her to take. She wanted to go according

to God's plan for her life and prayed long and hard for an

opportunify to serve in such a facility for God. Vhen God

finally opened the way, other opportunities also materialised

during this time. Howeve! she remembered her prayers

to God, and hence was led to become a full-time ministry

worker at TMC.



lnteruiew with
Pastor Lai
By Eugenia Koh
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WHAI ARE YOUR BEST MEMORIES AT TMC?

The best of all memories would be marrying

my wife in '1993! TMC is my first church, the

church where I met my wiJe, and the church

that prepared and sponsored me for my

studies at Trinity Theological College (rTC)

- these are the things I will never forget.

lf lcould summarise, my best memories in

TMC would be the countless times when I

lelt lwas making a difference in people's

lives be they children, youth, couples, or

seniors. Whenever a message I spoke

brought new insights, hope and

transformation to others, lwould be filled

with gratitude and encouragement.

ln particular, I remember a "best" momenl

when in October 2005, the TMC leadership

went on a prayer walk and survey of
Serangoon North as part ol our leaders'
retreat. lt was one of the most meaningful

and inspiring experiences for me. And today,

we are preparing for ministry at Contact 123.

Who could have expected that God would

bring this about?

Being able to try new things, to explore

different approaches t0 ministry - this I

appreciated very much. I have Pastor Philip

- our previ0us Pastor-in charge - and the

leadership to thank for their support, and

their willingness to take risks with mel

l'm not sure if this counts as a f0nd memory
- lthink I almost died on 27 May 06 when I

was with the Boys' Brigade on St. John's

lsland- lfell ill with food poisoning

and sutfered from a gastric attack at

the same time. lvomited so much,

my heart was beating so fast, and I

was in so much pain that I thought I

was going to heaven ahead of time.

Well, I guess it was not time yet.

WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST?

Needlessto say,lwill miss the people

most. I really do not deserve all the

kindness and love showered upon

me all the time! lguess lwill miss the

older lolks the most. Some ol them are like

parents and grandparenls to me. ln TMC, I

experienced grace, and I know firsthand,

"What's so amazing about grace?"!

I will miss the wonderful working

relationships with the office statf. Without

them, lwould be quite miserable and very

oveMhelmed. A special mention of brother

Jacob, who has been a constant inspiration

to my own ministry; I will miss our

impromptu meals, especially fish soup with

rice.

Last but not least, I will miss the strong

partnership with the lay leaders and other

ministry workers. The level of trust and

understanding is amazing. lenjoyed every

bit ol our ministry together, even when

meetings sometimes ended way Past

midnighl!

SHARE WITH US MORE ABOUT YOUR

JOURNEY IN TMC _ THE UPS AND DOWNS.

IHE HIGH POINTS WERE AS FOLLOWS:

- The Community Engagement Programmes

(CEPS) such as "Purpose Driven Life"

and "What's So Amazing About Grace"

when the whole church was learning and

growing together. lt was messy, but boy

was it Jun!

- The visitation teams that were formed to

bring the church to the sick, needy and

lonely. A special thanks to my two team

leaders - Eng Hock and Dennis.

- People rising up to serve and make their

lives countfor Christ. This warms my heart

like nothing else can.
- Leading a Disciple I class for 34 weeks on

Sunday afternoons.That really tookthe life

out of me, but it also made me stronger.

- How TMC has become more open to

the reality and work of the Holy Spirit,

with mysell a major beneficiary of this

development.

THE LOW POINTS:

- When members with young families lell

sick and died leaving behind little ones

and spouses. lfelt so helpless and could

not understand why God would allow it.
- When marriages and families broke down;

when children lailed to care for their aged

parents

- When church people were sometimes cold

towards those who were not part of their

clique and social background.
- When lstruggled with myown inadequacies,

fears, and imperfections.

PARTING WORDS BEFOBE WE MEETAGAINI

I ihank my mentor lvan for all the years of
guidance and unconditional love. Since I am

now a minister, he must be Minister Mentor

(MM)l

Ithank brother Park l\4ing lor making it
possible for me to study in TTC in his then

capacity as Scholarship Chairpers0n.

I thank brother Sathia, Fook Yoon, and Sin

Hoon for being my "big brothers" all these
years.

I thank brother Chong Hiok for his generous

encouragement every time I preach.

Ithankthe brothers in my two Accountability

Groups, and everyone in my Small Group,

Village People, for being there for me,

always.
Ithank the many more unnamed people who

have made an impact in my life - you know

who you are, and lwill always be gratelul

for you.

I thank God lor calling me into TMC.
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