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Pastor's Message
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‘Keep chonging When you'te through chomging,
youre through.” - Bruce Fairchild Borton

Transilions, This is a ward packed full of meaning and challenges. All of us go through them
- from baby 1o toddler, from childhood te youth, from student ta warker, fram honeymaeon o
gareathaood, from middle-zoe to ald-age . . Everyone goes through transitions, but no one really
likes them, Transitions are a time of tremendous charge, a Sme of great stress, 2 Gme when our
comford is disturbed and our equilisium dislocated. It is 3 time when aur relationships are tested
~ moth with others and with Gad. Duning transilions, ous tree celours are often revealed,

Think af the story of lsrael. Abraham was asked o leave for an enknoswn land - 1he first ransition,
His faith was revealed = soowere his weaknesses, Centuries later, Moses led Israel oul of Egypl
into Canaan, across the Red 5ep and the Jordan. Not everyane was happy, but 1T was necessany
if lsracl was to survive and prosper. In the promesed Band, srael prospered but graduatly feil inte
the <ins of idofatry and injustice - anather transition was in store. By 536 BC, the whole of lsael
at bren exiled into Toreign lands, This was probably the most trying period of her history. By
the time of their return (read Ezra and Mebemiah), the lsraglites had learnt their lesson - they
were now ready 1o worship the Lord their God once again. And so the story continues . until
the time when the Messial was revealed, and the lsrael of God transited inta the Church of
Giod.

Today (s nof pesterday, We oursehves change, Mow Ehen, con our warks and thovghts, /F they gre
plwoys fo be the fiftest, continue nlwoys the same? Change, indeed, is painful, vet ever needful;
pnd (F memacy b s force ond worth, so ofse fos hape.” ~Thamas Carlyle

And sooour very own chureh, TMC, is gaing through tremendous change, The 512 million ship
in presently being built and the people are warshipping in the wildemess. Some are excited,
same gre grumbling, others are Just watching (o see what happens, Then we have our dear
Rev Fon lesving us, and yours truly taking over his torch, bvan and Kiem, two very dedicated
legiers, have alzg fefr us emporanly) for @ new journey. Meanwhile, aur LCEC Chairpersan,
Gr Hum, places belore the church a wision for the future, Part of the vision includes the Combined
Service cum Fellowship Lunch which we have recenthy experenced.

Al gl the above may be a little taa much far same, but it seems necessary. Hawving been @
member of TRC for about 10 years, | do sormetimes sense that many of us have settled too
eomfortably into our litte ghelios. The me has come for ws o transil, ves, 1o change for the
future, If we are tn grow, we must be willing to change, to grow, to be transformed by the
Lord and His Spont. In the process, we will inesitably face inconveniences, struggics and pain.
According ta the Bible, there s no growth withoul struggle, o glory satbout suffering (Luks
2426 Rom, B:17; Heb, 2:100, And often, like 2 beautiful butterfly in a cocoan, we cannal see
the final result of our struggles wntii the season is ripe,

“Christions ore supposed nol merely be endure changes, noe even b prafil b of, bot bo copse in”
- Harry Emerson Fosdick

%o, my dear brothers and sisters, and fellow pilgrims in TRMCs transitions, take heart. Like the
Lord Jesus who endured the cross, we ton have o oross o carmy as long a5 we live in this
imperfect and sinful warld. But Jesus did not remain in the tomb forever; he transited from
death into life, from suffering into glory. In this truth we have hope, and therefare the courage
not anly to endure change = bul (o be agents of change uatil Chrst comes again .. our final
transition, Come, Lord Jesus!! (1 Cor. 16:22]

by Pastor Lai Kai Ming



In Conversation with Dr Hum

by David Geer

Dr Hum Sin Hoon has returned
to the LCEC as chairman afler
a two year absence. Salishaker
[finds out move about him and
how he sees TMU prrogressing as
a church.

Saltshaker: Could vou teldl us a little

aboutl yoursell?

Or Hum: L am g professor
Hhe NUS Buziness Sehool
rAvware Edmice and D hawve

twenr hoys Semucl (17 yrs

olet) e Depevied {1 Svrs ol

Somued has Just refurmed to
Los Angedes for fus college
egucrrion while Doaniel (s s

Fauefiedd Secondony. Eunice i keeping
Sorruel compode i LA For g few mon s

While he settles back info o routine there,
ke toreod; | jog olrost evenvdoy oid

actually enjor the rans! 1 ke chicken rice,
perkops because fam Holnanese! And Lakso!

But I try not to eat too much of these,

Saltshaker: What were vou doing in the
two vears that vou were away?
Or Hum: Ay fomily ond | were owoy
i LA for o vear; | was on my
serbibrtice! Jeave feomm NUS, vos
tased or UCLAS Anderson Business
chool, wihich wos where [ did my
dgactarol veark back in the 805, | was
doing my Fesearch and also teoching
in the MEA prograi during this one
yeor af sobhaticol leave there.
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ooty TMC will be fike

a $12m Ship, and we
must learn fo steer it
and move it forward to
pick up the many along
the way, both those who
are near within our

community, as well as
those who are further

away in foreign shores.

Semuel and Daniel therefore hod o
charce to cxperience the American
sofiond system for the year, while my
gear wilfe Eunce hod the borden of
towing cove of all tiree of ws! indeed,
when my fegve ended, So Felt that
fie would be better off continuing in
the U figh schood . wlich e di)
ond 50 Eunice stoped on to keep an
cie o him, white Dan ond Tocome
fiwrck home ta Singopore. And now,
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if s beerr hwo peaes since we Brsd wend oul
to LA on my sabbotica!! How fiave flies!

Vhile we were in LA, we worshipped of the
Ralling Hills Community Church. A foiny tig
church with very good facilities, ond ofsa
cleirly a Bibie-teaching church, We cajoyed
the worship services there os o fomily, ond
[y 2dxmie l."'.fl'-!'.l'll'. WE' BT I'II":-:] -!'.Il!]lll'_' [ :,“."lJ'I:i'L-'
good Cheistion fellnwship there, | attended
sarme of the bible closses Here, while Euvice
wirs abde fo join theay i o spslemalic
Commynity Bilve Closs for o vear. We
tenciited from these,

Saltshaker; Did yvou find any difference
in TRMC after two vears?

Dr Hum: Yes, to same extent, i ferms of the
need fo meet some few people. Afso, |
grivduartly got toe know that o few whom |
know quite well hove left us ta worship
samewhere eisc. OF cowrse, there are the
athers whom ko very well gnd Hhey are
farithfully serving on ol our church

in the initial months of my return, | found
thot we weare ol busy with the mitty gritty of
getling oursedves ready for owr redocalion fo
PLMGES. As such, os o lendership ond as o
chirch, we were tharoughty involved in the
doy-foe-doy octivities af inowing, relocoting
and the redevelopmend of our focililies. Affer
a wliile, [ sensed thal we necded fo reming
ourselves afresh of our overol! direction oz o
church, ond how this redevelopmrend work
and all eur nitty gritty «fforts in relocating
are port of this ovenall direction af building
i healthy' TMC, with cach of us growing os
o heaithy, bolonced disciple of Jesus involved
in winnieg the lost, and being budt-up ond
eguipoed for minisin.

Ny family ond § cownt it o privifege that we
have TRC as our homwe, ond that after we
Aave Deen oway OVerseds, We Cir oy
come bock fo all of you as port of our big
spivitue! family keee at TMC!



I am hopeful that as TMC,

Saltshaker: What ara

we can be a present day

that recarded for ws in

your hopos for TMC? s t:hun:zh TE the Book of Acts. Fach
Dr Hum: When hod the sl m:ﬂrdedﬁ.:r iy of us noeds ofresh the
chanee to study the ook g touch af the Holy Spint
ot Acts recently as port of needs afresh the tovch of o5 4y we may know
the (NSCIPLE class that | the Holy Spirif so that we (. renfily of our God in
was in, the Lord gave me AV kuow the reality af our — our daily living. That's

a fresh glimpse of what o
MNew Testoment church
vhowld and con beore wheve the people
are i close fellowship vath eoch other,
constanthy praping fegether, preaching
and shoring the work of Jesws in their
Ives with boldness; listening fo ong
fegraing froem Ihe oposties os they teach,
and trusting the God they believe in to
do His signs and wonders i Hreir midsl,

(zod in onr daily foing.

why we need o pray for
the Holy 5pint to revive
e renew each of 45, soas [oewive ond
renew our church as @ whole. Then we
will see ourselves growing os o New
festament chyrch, tecoming Wormer in
our Felfowship, Stronqer through our
Waorship, Deeperin our Discipleship,
Brooder i our Mingsines ond Largerin
aumbers theough our Evangelisa

be the generabion to buld and use the
F12m facilities of Serongoan Garden
oy As has been shored earlicr, our TMC
will be like g $12m Ship, ond we must
Jegen to steer it and move it forward Ho
pick up the mony along the way, both
those who ore near within oour
community, as well o8 those who are
further oway i foregn shores,

Ever as we await the complelion of the
redevelopment work, fet's dowbie our
efforts and triple aur dependenece on the
Holy Spirit as we prepare oursclves for
aur Return to Mew Brginnings with New
Premises of Serongoan Gorden Way!

Let's also remember that while we do

indeed, Usow ofresh Bhe reality of the
Holy Spirit's work in the ohurch of the
MNew Testament!

(oo fopeful thal as TRC, we can be o
present dioy Mew Testament church like

Fundraising for TMC Redevelopment

Trinity Methodist Church is currently under
redevelopment in Serangoon Garden Wy
to meet Lhe needs of o growing
congregation, As of August 2003, the
Church stilf lacks about $8 million Tor js
redevelopment project and that remains
the principol concern for the TC
Redevelopment Fund Committee. Those
on the comanttes, with good heods for
numbers, oo not underrate the severt,
of the task that loy before the church
About $6 million was borrowed from |
Hong Leong Finance Pte Lid ana the
rest of the foan was taken from the

Methodist heod aoffice

Heather Pates, chairperson of the committee, admits
that fund-raising can be disheartening from time to
time. What is of central importance, though, was that
God affirmed His presence in all this. This is what

Saltshaker: Any words of
gncouragement for our membhbers
especially with a 512 million
building in the works?

Or Hum: With the Lord's heln, we will

our part, it is God who will actuolly be
building His church. We can foke courage
rizeny whia b Jesus sod fo Peter: 'On this
roack, 1wl budlo' sy chuvch ond the qotes
of Hell weill not overcome it (Mate 16:18)
Amen!

by Chon Chong Wei

Heather says in respanse to the question of how her life
has been affected, against the backdrop of those
seerningly endless efforts to whittle away the outstanding
amount: "Only through God's grace and providence in
His time!" According to Heather too, pledges from the
congregation remain the chief form of contribution but
to sk the congregation for maore of such to meet
the full amount is not sustainahle.
| Thus, the church was galvanised
into other fund-raising activities.

Some of the church members
responded a little stiffly initially
because they were shy about what
they could do. But what ingenious
ideas these minds contained, that
was yet undiscovered! The youths
had their basketball challenge, car
wash adveniures and the WSC5
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of the suggestions never came o
fraiticn. & walkathon in the works
was never executed because of SARS. No matter.




The spirit of fundraising was
passed around and transplanted
and re-transplanted from one
¥t group to the other, There was
always room for participation
and enjoyment of friendships
made whenever anyone was roped in. Waorks of talent
were also aplenty especially in the area of culinary

delights,

Recently, during the comhbined service on 3rd August,
the Family Aspirations small group set up shop elling
teddy bears. Those bears were simply adorable
and-came in all shapes and sizes. The air of
festivity lent to the lunch after the service was
marvelous and many of those bears quickly found new
_ owners,

2 Sean and Sharon found an inspiration

of shawls and
satim on 17

August 2003 in the school canteen. There
are many more of such activities in store,

The Village Peopie small group have planned for the
launch of Project Jordan by the end of August, The project
was the brainchild of Pastor Lai Kai Ming and Mr Albert
feo. Pastor Lai was asked why the name was chosen
and what the project was all aboul. He replied that the
project was fundamentafly
a donation drive where
cards would be issued as a
platform for members,
including students, who do
not have a stable income
to di their bit for
fundraising. However, this
drive would not be extended
to a wider audicnce because
no permission for
canvassing from the public
was given. Secondary to this
end would be to reach out
1o those around ws who do
not know Christ. Pastor Lai

THE REDIY L6 PUEST
A% LA

drew parallels between the lsraelites crossing the River
lordan after years of sojourn in wilderness into the
promised land and Trinity Methodist Church, bracing
itself to move into the new-old premises. As always,
homecaming folks brim with anticipation and hope.

gy 1he Church Membership Care Committer
is doing 115 bit for fund-raising through the
cale of church anniversary lunch tickets, On
12th September, Ms Violet Khor would be
arganising a Golf Tournament. Here are more
talents to be shown and opportunitics for
outreach and friendships to be taken.

Ron Teo has inspirational messages for

everyane by way of car bumper stickers. [t would
be a great Christmas present especially for friends from
ather churches,

Other excellent Christmas gifts would be the recipe books
far sale. Editor Johan Wong and contributors such as
Mdm Chew had prepared an excellent discourse on the
proper way to go about making local delights. 3000
copies were printed, of which 1/3 were sold, The rest are
still on sale at $20 a
copy. Try the recipes;
yvou may be in for a
pleasant surprise,

The Chapel of Life
Committee is trying to
appeal to those wha
stay arcund this part
of the island to place
their loved ones in he new Columbarium as a convenicnt
alternative to places such as Mount Yernon Crematarium

or Choa Chu Kang Christian Cemetery. The prices for
single, double niches and memarial and thanksgiving
plagues for Lhe walls of remembrance would be

1 fixed by the LCEC. Members of the church can also
contribute to the church by making donations to
the rooms in groups. The W5CS room has received
the most donations so far - 55000 in total.
Contributions can also be made for the pews,

The tinge of exciterment in the ongeing fundraising
programmes looks set bo be carned over to the next
year, some programmes in the pipeline, though yet
1o be confirmed, are a musical, with S50
accompaniment an SEpterr]her 2004 [Ms Ang Hwee
suan will be seeing to its arrangements| and the
‘Fabric of the Church’, a project similar to Singépnre's.
'Fabric of the Mation'.




[t was i Dol steps ke m Bade, the decision to merge the oo
services o obe for a longer e ol worship and praver. SWhal
wis sy abwout o was Loy o] Do swoockeedd aned ealled His
people o belp o putting e servace wgether, as well s working

tes tunmster throughe the service and Telloseslop lanch.

Behind the scenes

As early as B a.m, in the morning, the youths were gathered to help arrange the
tables and chairs for the Feliowship lunch. There was much to be done, arranging
the tables and benches, &5 well as lining the 'table cloths' and placing the song
shieels and keropo on the table,

The youths also participated in prayer, As explained by lacob, while they helped in
prysically preparing the place for the lunch, it was also imporlant thal they participate
in spiritually preparing the congregation and the leaders for Lhe service, for God's
presence to minister and for a good time of fellowship.

The PA crew also had to grapple with new configurations of the sound System so
a5 to occommodate both the Sam Band and the 11am Choir whose members also
came early 1o prepare for the senvice,

Another group of early birds were the Family Aspirations’ Group. They set up a store
ta sell teddy bears to raise funds tor the Redevelopment Fund, The idea of selling
bears came about, as they wanted to find
“an innovalive way o raise funds",

Innowative it certainly was, with whole
farmilies of parents and kids going raund
promoting their baskets of bears and an
auctien of a gigantic bear. The auction was
a highlight and proved to be a great success,
with the minimum bid starting from 580 and
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eventually going to
Mr Komn Teo for 430,
The bear was to be
given tao his grandson,

The service itse|f

The combined service was not merely
a prysical combination of the two
services into one It symbolically showed
how our church is united as one body,
and made up of different members, all
of whom are important in the eyes of
God, As commented by Angela Ang,
“The combined service was gond as we
see the whole church coming together,
When services are broken up, it feels
kind of divided, There is & sense of unity
wihen everyone is worshipning together,”




The Children's Serman

A special sermaon for the kids showed Bow important ¢hildeenare as part of the
congregation, The children were invited to sitin front of Pastor Kai Ming for 'a
story’, This 'stormy' was a serman on storing treasures in heaven and not on carth,
The 'story” was told with the aid of 3 colarful power point presentation, showing
pyramids in Egypt, the Pharaokh and his treasures.

It was a refreshing sermon for all. As commented by Jonathon Ong, “The story-
telling for kids was the best part. It is something new and really captures Lhe
attention of people.” This was also cchoed by Tricia, who said Lhat A segment for
the children has been sorely lacking and this 15 & good start.”

As much as the sermaon was for the children, many of us learnt From it oo, The
enthusiastic child-lke responses from the kids were refreshing. When the children
were asked where they wanted their treasures (o be, in heaven or on earth, one kid
shouted “Both!” Even as the congregation erupted in laughter, it was a reminder
of mow we so often want the best of bath worlds as well.

After the ‘sermen’, the children were led out fior a treat - a magic show by & Christian
clown, Armed with magic tricks and stories, he entertained while teaching them
"good values”,

Testimoany Sharing

Another addition to the service was the sharing of & testimony by Evelyn. [t was
indecd ministering as she sharcd on how TMC is slowly becoming her church
nstead of "Eddie’s church”, and how her decision to open up and share has
led tooencouragement and support.
Members of the congregation were ministered to and encouraged by
this hearlfelt sharing. Jorathan Ong expressed his hape that, "Testimony
shanng should continue to feature in our services.”

The Fellowshlp Lunch

As Singaporeans, what beller lime 1o
felipwship and share than with food
and drinks. Gathered together at the
tables, it was a qood time of getting
to know people of ail ages, many of
whom we have naver met, As we 53 ng
s0ngs of worship togeiher, iE was
wonderful how the worship of God was
extended beyond the church service.

Gilbert echoed this sentiment, "The
time of fellowship is very good, We
come together to share, pray and sing
praises after service. It is good for ws
as a church to be singing everywhere
wE o',

At the end of the day, what is most
important is that God is pleased. As Ms
Khoo Koh Hee puts it 50 wonderfully,
whatever service itis, "It is all good.
We come here just to praise Jesus
Christ. Whatever is good.”



Catching up with

Pastor Foo Fook Heng . o

0: How' are you all settling inmto FFMC? Any specific areas
of minlstry?

We'rz settling in quite nicely, As with all transitions, |
wou'l need some time to get into the rhythm of things
ower here, The children are adjusting to both the new

0 What will you remember TMC for and
| what Is your most memaorable
! experience in TMC?

enviranment and people pretty well although they do
miss their friends in TMC. The congregation here is
nearly about the same size as that of TMC. FFMC has
a Preaching Point in Woodlands so we pastors need o
commute between the main church and the preaching point. I've
takon over all the duties and responsililities that the previous asscciabe pastor had
been handling, 1€ feels ke being thrown into the deep end of the pool immediately
But I'm glad for the challenge as it allows me to get right into the main life of the

Food! | truly appreciate all those who
diligently fed me. Thank you for the
extra b kg gained! Your efforts have not
been in vain.

Fellowship! To say that the fellowship
has been heartwarming would be an
understabement, You have opened your
hesrts and shown me and my family

churck and its ministres,

howe o love and what Christian love is,
‘Blest be the Lie {hal binds’ comes o
mind, a hymn incidentally wrillen by a
pastor who was leaving his flack for
anather,

| left TRC with many memoarable
expenences. One of the most recent was
the cutpouring of support and love my
tamily and | received at my recent
bereavement, You made my non-
Christian family members see, for the
first time in their lives, what bring a
family-in-Christ s ke, They were
completely howled over. You were there

ra H B! d
: How has pastoring TMC made an Impact on you and your family in the last fur us in pur time of need, There are no

4 yaars? words Lo describe the special place that

- - ; . - ou have in my hearl.
| thank God for bringing me over to TMC to begin my first pastoral ministry. The £ '

exposure and experiences have been lremendaously invaluable in helping to mould
and refine me to be a better pastor. The church members at TMC have taught me
to love, laugh and live not only &5 & pastor, but also as a person. (1S been a great
oy shepherding God's people at TMC simply because they have been so accepting,
understanding and supportive. They have made it such a delight for me. In fact, ['ve
often jokingly asked some of my fellow pastors if it was a sin to enjoy myself so
much as a pasior.,

3 Any words to the congregation...?

Fight the good fight. Finish the course,
Keep the faith. The world is small, but
cven it we don't meet again, remember
to meet me in heaven,

My children have spent a very meaninagful part
of their lives in TMC and we're very glad for that.
We have seen them grow up under the care

and nurture of church members, especially
the Umes Grace and | were not able 1o
look after them. The uncles, aurities,

big sisters and older brothers who came
by to look after them, play with them,
feed them, and shower them with
qifts have been a real hlessing to
us, and to our children!




A Tribute to ook FHeng and Grace

Tt seemns bul yesterday

That you came to frinity
Armed with our bible
And your beloved A, B, C

Four years! So fast!

Look how they ve grozon!

So too, with the lives you have towched, °\

And the seed you fave sown.

We'll miss you, bt our loss is nof only

Fairfield s gain;
For wherever you are,
You Il bring plory tu His name.

Grace will be the nightingale of Chinatoion
Singing, ‘Make way, make way,

The Lovd loves you,”

Andd as Fook Heng shares and exposnds

I s long floweing gown,
Foery Chinaman and coontn
WAl radly around

Fxelaiming, “God bless our Bok Suf”

HE. The A, B Crefers fo fasior Fae's children

The Methodist Connectional System

Below are extracts from the book The
Peaple Called Methodists' which
explains the Methodist Connectional
System (of which TMC is o part of] and
the ltinerant Mimistry by Methodist

clengy.

One of our great Methodist distinctions
is the affirmation that we are
interconnected, This is reated in the
biblical image of the church as a body
of Christ, inspired and gifted by the
Haly Spirit. "Mow you are the body of
Christ and individually members of it"
(1 Cor 12: 27).

The ward that describes inter-
conpection is "Connectionalism'. In the
Methodist Church, this can be seen at

many levels with a global vision and
local thrust. These connections are
even built into the organization of the
church.

First, the General Conference, as the
one representative body that speaks
officially for Methodist doctrine, policy
and practice, and symbolizes the
connection for all Methodists in
Singapore. Thus, an individual member
of any local Methodist church is a
member of the total Methodist
Connection. The three Annual
Conferences in connection with each
other under the General Conference,
form The Methodist Church in
Singapare.

Compased by Mrs Pareicio Cheo

Thank You

Thonk vou for the sermans
The wards yvou're preoching

Who con live without it?
Sesides the Pharisees,

What would life be

Withaut the Father, Son, Trimity?
Sa ! say, thonk you for the sermans
For preaching it to me, to me,

Composed and presented my: TMC Yauths

Secandly, the Annual Conferences

constitute the connection between
[ncal ehurches through their Local

Conferences,

Thirdly, the Local Church is a
connectional society of persons who
have professed their faith in Christ,

A fundamental characteristic of the
ordained clergy is the Itinerant Ministry
[zlsa known as the Travelling Ministrg).
The clergy are members of the Annual
Conference, and thus are appointed by
the President of each Annual
Conference to fields of labour, including
local churches. Pastors are to accept
and abide by these appointments.

Thanks for all the truth they're bringing



Our babbadical Journe Y o

van and Kiem Biok Tan ieft for thealogival stadies in
LYSA in mid-August. an sarved in chorch zaderstin
I vARDUS capacilies while Kierm served a5 a Lay Mirostny
Stalff from 1999 o 2003, She was also the former
editar of ‘Saltshaker”. Bolow s their account of why and
how they embarked on this Journey

Our Sabbatlcal Journey

One cominondment we ove frouble keepiig 15 Hhe 48 one;
‘Rermember the Sotbath diy by keeping i holy. Six days you
shrlf febowr and do all your work, but the scventh doy is o
Sobbath to the Lord " [Ex 200 8 & 9] Each week just whizzes
try = long work days, small group meetinas, family
commitments, church meetings, preponeg for teble stody, o
fittle time for fricnds and cxercise, We hordly spead fime in
sabbath reflection and prover, or even unhyeried fire with
triends. And, though we do go owoy eoch peor Fora holidoy,
teeo weeers oway doesn’ gurle refresh ws from 50 weers of
fist-poced Singoporenn e

Bul af the some time, we guestion why we ore living such o
fist-poced fife. Do we need tof More impartantly: how docs
God wont us o five? Daes aur lifestyie reflect our volues, our
trasEond Fortlh e Himn 7 We are guite sure thot owe ool (s o
Ivve nut our faith here in Singapore: this is home ond where
air fomilics ond fricnds are, but we feel there is @ need to
step oside gnd fo think through Jtall

For severe! years we hod discussed the ideg of qoing oway,
In God's good time, vorious things began tofall indo place
i 2002 By Juve 2003, we hod completed three ond fowre-
and-m-half years ot our respective jobs We feft that it was
trme fo move on, We were ready fo ga. With adwice, we
sadght out different schoods and found theal Astuny
Thealomical! Seminary, o Methodist qroduate school in
Kentucky, USA, wouwld meet our needs very well, We oppiied
and wore oocepbed. AL vonows stoges, we expenenced the
Lord’s Dlessing ond providence,

This soabatical is much more than just going away to study.
It's mare than just getting additional gegrees {our thivd, for
te record). This schibaticed, s for us o move away from whaol
is famulinr ond comfortatle, and to go inta o different
covranment, bocoming stedents agaim. It is o Kime for
tearsing ond growth, for Formaotion ond ronsformation. It
means making friends ard get tiog invalved in o calturolly
ifferent Christion community. We hove our oppreficnsions,
For ws, this foueney (s olso ohowt frusting God ta toke core
of the families ond communities we legve here, It will remind
us thot we ore not indispensobie (especiolly in our focal
chiurchff ond thol we need fo trust o owe Lord os the One
wha provides,

A wise fnend wrged us not To worey abowut what we woll do
an gur return - the Lard will show us, Meanwhile we are
assured with His peace that His
stepis Hhe right ore ol this fime.
The next step for fob) will reveal
3 ftselfin His time, And so we will

& soprid the next tio fo Hhree yeors
owiry. Yes, even the feagth of fime
awiay 15 uncertoin, But we journey
with our honas in the hoho of God,
for Hhol is better Bhoer o g, and
serfer thor o known woy,




Takhmau Trinity Methodist Church wmsus

Recently, TMCy pariner in
Cambodia, Takhmeu-Trinity
Methodist Church, also
underwean! a period of
tremasition with the appoint

af o new pastor, Postor Thu
Sontik. Below is his occount
af the situation of

the church and

fis plans and

vision jor the
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The lakhmau Trimity Methadist Church has
Been in garipership with TRC since 1998,
The pasior of the church was Mis, Huy
Leag Heng. In Janugey 2003, Mr, Thu Santik
was appninted &5 pastor of this church,
Church membership at present iz about
20 adults, Every Sunday atter worship we
divide inta three groups Tor Bible Siudy,

There are 4 members in the Men group, B
in the Wamen group and 10 in the Youth
grouge Sunday

sehasl has just

started a fow

Sundays aqo, There

are about ¥ children

in the Sunday schaal

class. Most of the

youlhs are studenis,

and wo are workirg

The children in aur

Sunday schaal class are childeen of our
members.

Sltuation of the members

Many of gur church members are jolless
Only one man works in a Christian
arganization. One member from the
Women group works in the garment
Tactory. She often shares the Gospel with
thase wha veark with her, 5o far, aboet 4
ar & ladics have come to church through
her work.

Reglon

There are many charches arpund the
Takhmau area. These churches include
Yehowsh witness, the Mormans [Church
of Latier-day Saints). Most of the people

o

Iving around this area nave heard about
lesias bt their hearts have become
nardened. Please conbinue b pray for the
genple in this areg, that God will soffen
their hearts and they would furn to God.

Tranks e 10 our Lord lesus that $he church
members are nat happy and satistied with
Lhiz semall nomber in the church, They
always ask wihy the church does not grow
and whit they can do to help the chuarch
grow, They are willing
to jain forces with the
pastor and churci
learers to grow the
-y church. Even though
Ltherr lving conditions
are not 5o good, They
are eager to parbicipale
in the activities of the
church. It is &n
ercoursgement to see the people cars for
the churen

Tris year we would like 1o focus on
diszipleship by concentrating on smalt
group ministrs Insmall groups, we would
be able Lo share and each of the members
could eontribute more 1o the group.
Ihrough =mall growps, we would be gble
o prowvide the primary knowledne of the
Hible to our members. We would al=o
encourage the youths o have their awn
small grous too, where we wish [o see
them learn how 1o share the Gospel and
to reach aut ta their friends at their schools
and waorkplaces. This year, we will have an
puting for our youths, The purpose of the
outing is ta bring them tagether and to
study the binle and have tun together. We

wink Lo encourage the youths

Lo invite their friends Lo come for this
puting 23 that they will have the
ppportunity 12 share Christ with their
frienils,

At e end of the year we will Rave an
evangelistic Christmas celebration in aur
chureh, We want 1o use this time to reach
out to the neighbours.

Our church leader bas proposed thal the
other way of reaching out to the youths
and their parents & thraugh tuition classes.
The Bethodist Centre is doing this project
ant it is guite 3 successtul aroject. i
possible, and funds permitting, we would
like Lo look inlo this area too. Please pray
for this plan, We also would ke b ask
TMC to pray and consider spansoring this
projeck.

Neods

We really need your prayer Tor our work
in Cambadia, As we dre partners iLis very
imporiant o support each ather either by
prayer or financiallby.




Interview with Pastor Lai

When we welcomed our new assistant pastor into e TMC Funily recently, we were

also eagerly heralding the retum of one of our own into the old, For *Pastor Lai®, or

Koai Ming, as he is more popularly known, has been an active member of our chiurch

for the paest 10 vears or 0. He became a Chnstian i 1988 when he wis an undergruluate
it Lanidon. Interestingly, Kai Ming's link wath TMC ongisded there, when he met our
very own Ivan Tan who hecame bis mentor, and who subsequently introduced him to
aur chureh when he retumed to Singapore in 1291, Before leaving for theological studses,
he served oy areas including the Eviangelism Committee, the Chioir, the Children's
Ministirv, and the Youth Ministry, He was also sissociate [y leader for a penod of tme.
TMC 5 also where he met his wile, Lesley, with whom be has two danghters, Lois aod
Yasha, who are 7 and 4 vears olld respectively.
by Amaondo Yong

Share with us a little about yourself. What are your main concerns presently?

Let's start with my hobhies, My favourite game is basketball
When | have no chaice, | will go running or swimming. My
favourite pastime is reading, something | cultivated only
when | beeame a Christian at the age of 18, That was
when | became very excited about learming about
God and reading the Bible,

What obstacles did you face when you
made the decision to become a pastor?

[ suffered from a sense of inadequacy abiou?
whether God would use me, but | could also
ser God opening doors for me. [t was more of
an internal struggle because everything else, the
external factors, went
srmoothly

g MMy greatest concern when
| was studying at TTC
(Trinity Theological College |
was finances because i
was a huge change from
receiving A gaod pay while
| was serving in the anmy
to hecaming a student
without income. Howewer,
Iy CL ACEIAS Wares
urfounded because the
church was wvery supportive
and gave me enough to fund my studics and to support
rry Tamily.

What are your thoughts and feelings about coming
back to TMC, yvour home church, as assistant pastor?
| feel happy to be ministering amongst peaple I'm familiar
with, to be working in a familiar syslem, such as the church
office, and to he working with supportive leaders.

My mentor &
friend, hvan

First of all, on a personal front, how o strike a balance
hetwesn ministry, Tamily, and persanal time with God,
Where the church is concerned, | can sense tiredness a5
a result of the various fundraising activities and
projects we've had, However, | would like to
encourage all church members nat 1o let

this rebuilding project become a burden

to us, but to brust in God, that it s God's
' work, and that He will see Lo it that it is
& being done. Above all, let us maintain a
' strong prayer life, that God may refresh
ws by His Spirt.

Any last words to add?

Yes. | would like to thank people who have been my constant

source of support, especially my family, and my mentaor

Ivar. & special thanks alse to Park Ming for taking pains

to work aut my scholarship back in 2000 and for his

constant prayvers and encouragement. Finally, | want to

give thanks to God for seeing me through all these years
“Lord, how can | repay!™ (Psalm 116:12).

Womt o know how TMCE wos storbed?
Interected o know the lotest TMC hoppenings?
Curious aboul TMC's minisiries?

Want to join o Small Group?

Missed the lost issue-of Sallshaker’?
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Find out about oll
these ond more.

Visit the TMC
website todoyl
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