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SHOWING YOUR FAMILY THE WAY

(These testimonies were first shared at Youth Ministry's coffeeshop talk in August)

Coming from a family with a long history of idol-worship,

it was only by God’s grace and mercy that I found Him in 2006.

As I matured in my faith, God slowly opened my eyes to the reality of heaven and hell... and being
eternally together with or separated from God. I started thinking a lot more about the salvation of my
family members.

I remember feeling so burdened about it one night that I cried out to God to intervene in the
“seemingly hopeless” spiritual situation in my family.

I kept praying for God to show them His love, so that they might taste and experience His goodness and
His love and know that He is real. Then one day, the Lord spoke gently into my heart saying: “The way I
show them My love is through you.”

It was a life-changing moment. All this while, I had been praying for God to show them His love, half
expecting that it would be a moment like how Saul fell off his horse when he saw Jesus and immediately
professed his faith. I was wrong. I saw how He had included me in His salvation plan for my family
members.

"l was the "bible’ they would read to discover about Gods’ love.”

I have since started on this journey of honouring my family and loving them like I think Christ would
have done - helping my mum with her household chores, giving in to my brothers whenever we argue
(it’s so difficult sometimes!), buying food like KFC for my dad because he loves it, and so on. Things
started to change slowly but surely.

As T continued to persevere in prayer for a breakthrough, never did I expect God to also bring other
people into their lives to share more about Christ with them - sometimes in the most random ways.

My mum has to interview clients as part of her job and at least three of them have shared about Jesus.
One of them even brought her to church. My eldest brother became more interested in Christianity
recently because he was walking down Upper Serangoon Road one day and he “just decided” to walk
nto a church along that road, and was also “just in time” for their service. My second brother entered
university two years ago and became good friends with a Christian, whose father is a pastor at

St Andrew’s Cathedral. My brother started asking more about God. He received Christ into his life in
March and was baptised there a few months ago.




All glory and praise to God! He really works in His own mysterious and sovereign ways! I have learnt
to be faithful in prayer despite not being able to see immediate results. I also continue to live my life
more intentionally in a Christ-like manner at home. I give thanks for all He has done and wait with
greater expectation and excitement of how He is going to work.

If you are also praying for your family’s salvation, take heart and continue praying. Allow God to
transform you, and use you as a part of His salvation plan for your family. Just have faith like a

mustard seed and put your trust in God.

Our Saviour can move the mountains.

I live in a family of free-thinkers and the supernatural is often
avoided in our daily conversations.

b}, DN}( Lee
Although my dad is Buddhist by birth, he does not practise Buddhism.

Since I accepted Christ in Secondary 3, I have been actively attending youth service and events in
TMC.

My academic results back then were merely borderline, which worried my dad a lot especially when
I lacked the motivation to study. I remember instances where my dad would stop me from going to
church or intentionally plan events or tuition on Sundays so that I would have to skip church. I will
never forget what he once said: “Going to church does not help you. Your god does not help you.”
No matter how angry I was, he was still my dad and I had to respect him and his decision.

It was only after my ‘O’ levels that my dad cut me some slack because he saw that there was
something different about me. He saw that my attitude had changed, and that even though I spent
time in church, I could still do well in my studies.

Right now, though my dad still has tentative views about Christianity, he works in a Christian
boarding house and has a greater exposure to Christianity and what we do.

The key to reaching out to the people around you is to earn their
respect, and thats by being a good representative of God.

Most importantly, pray wholeheartedly for your parents salvation.
The more desperate you are for their salvation, the more determined
you will be in showing them the way to receiving it. It can be that few
seconds of boldness to share a little about God. or an invitation for
them to go to church.

Any small step you take is a large step in God’s eyes.




Organic food? Yes.
Organic farming? Yes. But organic outreach?
Yes! Organic outreach is all about being natural.

Evangelism is a rather uncomfortable topic. The idea
of hitting the streets, making cold calls or giving a
gospel presentation to friends sits awkwardly with
many an earnest disciple. The fear of being labelled
as dogmatic, judgemental and self-righteous has, in
part, led to Christians backing down altogether from
their evangelistic mission. In some communities, the
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e” word is taboo.

In an effort to give evangelism a fresh touch and re-
new the evangelistic zeal among the churched, Kevin
Harney and several other modern-day evangelists
have put forth the idea of organic outreach. They call
for a return to the simple and natural approaches of
Jesus, who “evangelised” simply through the daily oc-
currences of everyday life and relationships.

Organic outreach is not contrived or manipulative.
It is not a regurgitation of a well-rehearsed presenta-
tion of the Gospel or a memorised testimony (though
this may be a good starting point in learning how to
articulate the reasons for our faith). Reaching out
organically is not even about organising a one-day
evangelistic event or the attendance of a four-week
“Discovering Christianity” course.

Harney describes organic outreach as the journey we
take in helping pre-believers realise the presence of
a loving and mighty God through our everyday be-
ing, doing and speaking. It flows naturally out of the
ordinary activities of daily life, relationships and con-
nections we make and in our everyday conversations.

Organic outreach involves witnessing for Christ by
living out the teachings of our Lord, and in so doing,
being distinctively different from the socio-cultural
norms of the world. We represent Christ when we re-
strain our anger, and exercise grace when a colleague

OUTREACH

time is money, the environment in which people work
and live in can be somewhat harsh, ruthless and un-
forgiving. Incarnating Christ by being bearers of grace
- committing an “extravagant and underserved act of
loving kindness” - is like a ray of bright light breaking
through the darkness.

Harney also describes in careful
detail how Christians can engage
in meaningful dialogue without us-
ing spiritual jargon and how we can
bring God into the landscape of our
conversations without sounding
condescending. Key to organic out-
reach is listening and understanding
where our pre-believing friends are
in their receptivity of the Gospel, and in pitching our
conversations at a level they can engage in and relate to.
An underlying assumption of organic outreach is that
disciple-making is a process, and that we should see
our goal not so much as converting the pre-believer in a
single leap of faith, but, in a several-stage process, gen-
tly ushering them one step closer to the saving knowl-
edge of Christ.

This simple-to-read book, Organic Outreach for Ordi-
nary People, is organised to be used for personal read-
ing and/or small group study. There are reflective ques-
tions at the end of each chapter which help translate our
thoughts into practical action points. Several simple
and very do-able activities are also suggested. There are
also questions for small group sharing and discussion,
which are also designed to help group members be ac-
countable to one another.

Harney writes: “Look in the mirror. The person you see
is exactly the kind of person God wants to use to bring
his love and grace and the message of his Son to the
world” Each of us is uniquely designed by our Maker
and placed in a family and workplace He ordained, that
we may represent Christ to those around us.

Organic Outreach for Ordinary People by Kevin Harney is
available at the TMC Resource Centre.

Other books by Kevin Harney include:
Organic Outreach for the Church

Organic Outreach for the Family Seismic Shifts




You've Got A Friend

“You've Got A Friend” is the name of TMC's community outreach

endeavour to our neighbours living in Serangoon North Avenue 1.

This approach centres on friendship.

In John 1:39, Jesus says: “Come and you will see”.
Jesus invites two fishermen into his house and into
his life to experience his hospitality, kindness and
friendship. Similarly, “You've Got A Friend” invites
others into our lives so that we can share God’s
love, care and touch through personal friendships.

How can we go about doing this?

The Witness & Evangelism Committee has planned
a series of programmes as touch points. It’s not the
programme itself that is the focal point. It is how
we use the programme as a platform to develop
friendships and engage the community.

The first of such programmes was a friendship date,
organised on the eve of the Mooncake Festival on

7 Sep 14. There was scrum-deli-yum-cious food
and fun-tastic games. Children and adults enjoyed
walking around Hwi Yoh Garden with lanterns.

But the highlight of the event had to be the fun and
laughter between new friends.

b} Clrire Lowe

Lay Executive Staff for
Witness & Evangelism

Kim Ling, Associate Lay Leader of TMC’s
Evangelistic cluster, was there together with her
husband Tai Keat. She said: “Initially, it felt a little
awkward to walk across the room and initiate a
conversation with a stranger. However, I really
admired the intricate paper lanterns he made and
complimented him sincerely.

“This led to an exchange of names and after some
laughs, the ice melted away and we chatted for
almost one whole hour! We discovered that our
new friend was a good cook and Tai Keat jokingly
said that he would love to try his cooking
someday.”

The following Saturday, at the official opening of
Youth Avenue, Kim and Tai Keat met their new
friend again and were presented with a warm pot
of chicken ginseng soup, patiently brewed for
hours. “We were truly touched and amazed by his
warm hospitality!” said Tai Keat.

New friendships formed for the sake of the Gospel.

. 5 Ches . _
* What is the next step2 Christmas is coming! *

We are planning a friendship project called
Celebrating Christmas Together”.

Instead of us — Christians - standing on stage to
perform items for the community to watch, we are
going to do a collaborative Christmas project.

Carolling groups comprising church members and
our new community friends will be formed in the
next few months. We will practise Christmas carols
in English, Chinese and Hokkien together in the
karaoke lounge at the Serangoon Community Cen-
tre (CC). These items will then be presented at the
CC organised Christmas Celebration on 21 Dec 14.

We also plan to bring this Christmas cheer to the
residents of the Institute of Mental Health and
St Luke’s Eldercare Centre (Serangoon).

However, the key objective is not the performances
themselves. Instead, in the course of the

rehearsals, we hope to nurture our new
friendships, forge more new friendships while
sharing the spirit and love of Christmas to our
neighbours.

WILL YOU JOIN US in being a friend to our neighbourse Be part of a carolling group or use
your talent for the Gospel and initiate another item for “Celebrating Christmas Together”.

Please contact Claire at claire@tmc.org.sqg / 9430 5165.




Mary, Mary, quite contrary, how does your garden
grow?

I visited the local nursery and found out that many
“temperate” herbs actually thrive well in Singapore’s
hot and humid weather. Who would have thought?

%7 1 started my garden with a
4 few potted herbs and also
i* " bartered other herb cut-
| tings with a colleague who's
. a fellow herb garden enthu-
- siast. Today, this is how my
" unruly garden grows! With
fragrant jasmine, tasty thyme, bursts of basil, delecta-
ble dill and luscious lemongrass, though unlike Mary’s
garden in the nursery rhyme, there aren’t any pretty
maids in a row.

My edible garden venture was not all smooth-sailing.
I actually hit many bumps and killed plants that were
touted as idiot-proof to grow. There were many mo-
ments of doubt about my “green” fingers. But I perse-
vered...

Here is what I learnt from furious googling as well as
trial and error in adapting the plants to our tropical
conditions.

To propagate herbs such as mint, dill and basil:
1. Snip off a 8-10cm cutting from a healthy plant tip
with a sharp pair of scissors or pruning shears to ob-

tain a clean cut with minimal damage.

2. Strip away the lower leaves leaving 6-8 leaves (4cm
cutting with 4-6 leaves in the case of mint).

3. Place the cutting in a clear bottle with 2-3cm of the
stem submerged in water. Top up or change the water

if it gets cloudy.

4. The cutting will start to send out roots in about a

6 week.

5. I typically let the roots grow to 3-5cm before I
transplant the cuttings into a pot of soil with sufficient
room between cuttings.

6. Newly potted cuttings might droop a little and need
to be watered more frequently as their roots are no
longer directly submerged in water and “drinking
freely”. Taller cuttings may also need some support so
they grow straight instead of leaning to one side.

7. I prune my plants once they have stabilised (usu-
ally 4-6 weeks after the cuttings are potted). This is
to ensure that the plants grow bushy instead of devel-
oping tall weak stems. This regular trimming ensures
continued harvests of flavourful herbs for seasons to
come.

8. I also take some cuttings to grow my next batch or
to give away. With some planning, these make great
gifts that keep giving (if your recipient also enjoys gar-
dening).

are basil and dili cﬁt;ti;\ss
after 34 weeks in water

Here



The current growing conditions of my gardening venture (which can probably be further optimised) are
summarised in the table below.

Soil type Sun exposure
Basil Potting* Full
Lemongrass Mixture Full
Avocado Mixture Full
Dill Mixture Full
Calamansi Mixture Full
Mint Potting Partial shade
Sage Potting Partial shade
Thyme Potting Partial shade
Chilli Mixture Partial shade
Ginger Mixture Partial shade**

* Most herbs prefer potting soil that is easily available from your local nursery. It is “fluffier” than ordinary sand
and clay mixtures, which allows better water drainage and space for roots to breathe.

** I've been told that ginger plants prefer full sun but mine has been thriving with a bit of shade from the hi-
biscus tree overhead.

My garden is southwest-facing and all my plants get 6-8 hours of afternoon sun everyday. Partial shade refers
to the shade they get from their taller companions, e.g., the bushy dill and basil plants provide some shade for
the lower lying mint. My plants are watered once in the morning before the heat of the day sets in and once in
the evening when it’s cooler. For nutrients, they get a monthly top-up of all-natural compost from my kitchen
food scraps.

A year into tending my little edible garden, I gained a new appreciation for how my Christian journey mirrors
my gardening endeavour (so that's why Jesus had so many sowing'/vine* parables!).

1. Like many of my herbs, I became a believer as a “cutting” from other mature, loving Christians. The in-
tentional nurture and right growing conditions as well as “painful” weeding and pruning have rescued and
restored me from stubborn sin-riddled seasons and dark periods of doubt.

2. Though I like to think of myself as the green-thumbed gardener who makes things grow under my watchful
care, it really is God at work. Much like the miracle of conversion and transformation of new believers.

Mie who su pplies seed o €he May we .continue tobe fai("thful e’l,nd pr‘(‘)pagate 13’16 good news

o Oaadl ol of s.alvatlon th}rgugh our seed§ and “cuttings” and bealﬁ the
sower and hread ) ol fruit of the Spirit® that is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kind-
supply and multiply gour seed ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
for sowing and increase the

harvest of gour righteousness
2 Gorinthians 9.10 (ESV)

! Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20 and Luke 8:1-15
2John 15:1-8
3 Galatians 5:22-23



One Step Closer

through the ALPHA course

The ALPHA Course that was held from 3 Augto 5
Oct 14 was regularly attended by more than twenty
participants.

A number were pre-believers, seeking to know the
Truth. Others were young believers. Some were
regular church-goers desiring to rediscover anew
how Christ and the faith can be relevant to them.
Others were Christians with many questions.

Jason, an occasional visitor to TMC, attended the
ALPHA Course through the encouragement of a
friend.

“I found ALPHA to be a deeply enriching and
emotional experience, where I managed to learn
more about the faith in an open and welcoming
environment. The videos and discussions gave
everyone enough personal thinking and reflecting
space, which was much appreciated.

As a pre-believer (as some would put it), I never
felt pressured into accepting Christ, and it made
my decision to accept Him much more meaning-
ful at the end of it all. My change experience was

a gradual one but Holy Spirit day* was the tipping
point, especially during the altar call. ALPHA was a
great experience that brought me closer to God and
introduced a renewed perspective in my life
journey through Christianity.”

Sarah, a daughter of TMC, and baptised as an
infant, shares how “the Spirit of Jesus, Himself bore
witness with her spirit that she is a child of God”
(Rom 8:16).

b} Clrire Lowe

Lay Executive Staff for
Witness & Evangelism

“Having been born into a Christian family, I grew
up with mostly ‘head’ knowledge about who God
is. Over the years, I conditioned myself to brush
away questions such as ‘How do I know what is
God'’s direction for me?” and ‘Why does God allow
suffering?’ I told myself they were silly questions
to ask as a Christian. I knew the ‘model’ answers.
Yet, somewhere deep inside me, I was longing for
explanations and a chance to confront my
questions. But I was more than cognitively
persuaded. At the ALPHA Course, I encountered
God in a personal way and was touched by the
Holy Spirit where I experienced tears of love, joy
and peace. I rediscovered my own faith and what
God really means to me”

How about those who have not “made a decision
for Christ”?

At ALPHA, our objective is not converting
people. It is not expecting people to make great
leaps of faith. In ALPHA, we pray to usher them
one step closer to knowing Christ from wherever
they are at. Just as accumulative experiences over
time form friendships, knowing and coming into
a relationship with Christ is also a process. In the
course of the ten weeks, we do our best to bear
witness to the love, kindness and hospitality of
Christ. We identify with the questions that
confound our guests and share with them our
journey in coming to terms with those difficult
questions. In this process, we hope we have helped
someone along their spiritual journey, by nudging
them one step closer.

(*There is a weekend in every ALPHA course when there is teaching on the work of the Holy Spirit in the

individual lives of those on the course.)

7~




Prepare for the next ALPHA Course in January 2015

0 Commit a pre-believing friend to prayer

Sow seeds of kindness

Introduce your friend to your Christian social circles
eq. durian party at a small group gathering

Bear witness of the forgiving spirit of Christ through
your behaviour

Share how our God “showed up” in your life

Bring God and faith into the landscape of your
conversations

Invite your friend to the ALPHA Course

Be part of Team ALPHA

THE ALPHA TRAINING COURSE

8 and 15 November 2014, 830am to 5pm
at Trinity Methodist Church
Conducted by ALPHA Office, Singapore

Cost: $80 (first 10 registrants free-of-charge)

Three tracks to choose:

7 reasons why | believe in the Bible

* Archaeology
* Revelation
= Origin

* Endorsement of Jesus .

* Fulfilled prophecy
T4+ Transmission

* Impact

-

1. The ALPHA Course (main track)
2. ALPHA for Youths
3.  ALPHA for Marriage and Parenting




MY FAITH IS NOT NONSENSE

b} Dm% /U!h%

When I think about my journey towards finding God, the first thing that comes to mind is a torn picture of
The Last Supper hanging on the wall of my Grandma’s bedroom.

My Grandma was a faithful Christian. She studied in a church school in China when she was young. But that
was before the year 1949 when the Chinese Communist Party took over control not only of China, but also
the spiritual life of the Chinese people and forbade all kinds of religion.

After 1977 - the year I was born - the country began to reform and open up, but people were still very resist-
ant to spiritual things. That was why my Grandma’s activities (like praying, reading the Bible, talking about
God to others, etc) were unacceptable to others, even to her own daughter, my mother.

I was my Grandma’s only audience. Although I was not able to understand what she said, the expression of
her face when she talked about God impressed me deeply.

When I was in school, I occasionally prayed in the way that my Grandma taught me, when I felt that I might
get a bad score in a test. I prayed to God that my teacher would not keep me back after class, and that my
mum would not scold me. It “worked” well.

However, one day, one of my teachers saw me praying in the classroom. She
scolded me in front of the whole class. She said I should spend my time doing
useful things, like working hard, and not “doing nonsense”. Everyone laughed at
me. I did not dare to pray again after that.

In my twenties and thirties, my days were filled with goals to achieve and desires to fulfill - jobs, boyfriend,
marriage, new house, baby...one came after another. I had no time to look inside of myself. Each time after
things had settled down, I would start to feel empty. I would change my job, seek new challenges in my
career, earn money, buy new dresses, but all I had did not satisfy me.

The turning point in my life came in 2012. While surfing the internet, I came across an introduction to the
book “Conversations with God” on a micro-blog. The book inspired me. I thought a lot about what was
written. I started to pray again. I then started to doubt what I had learned in school. I began to realise

that what I was searching for could not be fulfilled by money or a high position in society, but something
spiritual. Faith is not nonsense, contrary to what the teacher had said.




One busy afternoon, I crashed face-down onto piles of paper. I asked myself: “Are you going to end up like
this mess of paper? No! What do you want?” I replied: “I want to be somewhere new, somewhere I can meet
new friends, somewhere I can breathe fresh air, somewhere without winter” I searched online...and I found
Singapore.

A lot of effort, money and uncertainty went into coming to Singapore. After six months’ preparation, on
Christmas eve in 2013, my daughter and I stepped onto Singapore soil. I had made it with God’s help. He
was with me.

I met Nancy who invited me to TMC in May 2014. I didn’t expect much in the beginning when I first
stepped into the church. But the warm welcome of the church surprised me. After the service, people talked
to me. The bright smiles on their faces made me believe that this was the place I was looking for.

Although I liked the atmosphere of TMC, I did not dare to think that I could be a Christian and a member
of this Christian organisation. In my mind, I felt that I could not become a Christian unless I fulfilled some
requirements, like reading the Bible thoroughly, or going through a course and passing a test. So when I was
invited to attend the ALPHA course, I was delighted.

At the ALPHA course, I learnt that God loves me!l And I didn’t have to do
anything to earn the His love. The sentence that impressed me most was what
Pastor Jeffrey said: “Christianity is summed up by one word - L.O.V.E”

At the Saturday retreat, I felt God’s love for the first time. I was so very moved. I could not believe that God
could love me even if I was imperfect. But He completely accepts me. I could cry out to Him and He would
hear me.

I discovered that God has always been here, whether we know Him or not. We can put our trust in Him even
if we do not understand everything about Him. We just need to be willing to use the ears of our heart to hear
His voice.

| HAVE FOUND THE TRUTH.
| HAVE FOUND GOD.




One-Minute Answers
Faith Questions
JOHN ANKERBERG
DILLON BURROUGHS

Making a difference
where you are
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A CONFERENCE
ON CONFERENCES

General Conference, Annual Conference and Local Conference - are these large meetings?
What are these acronyms “LCEC” and “PPRSC” that keep tripping off people’s tongues?

The Methodist Church in Singapore (MCS), which consists of 45 local congregations, is organised in
conferences:

» General Conference

« Annual Conferences

« District and local conferences

The General Conference meets every four years, and is the highest decision-making body of the MCS. It is
the only body that speaks officially for the church.

Under the General Conference, there are three annual conferences:
o Chinese Annual Conference (CAQC)

o Emmanuel Tamil Annual Conference (ETAC)

o Trinity Annual Conference (TRAC)

Local churches, like Trinity Methodist Church (TMC), are organised by conference.

The Local Conference of TMC comes under TRAC. The Local Conference:

o Is the connecting link between the local church and the Methodist Church.

« Includes the pastors, Local Church Executive Committee (LCEC), local preachers, honorary stewards and
the chairperson of the Pastor-Parish Relations and Staftf Committee (PPRSC)

« Has general oversight of the LCEC, and elects the officers of the LCEC and the PPRSC



The LCEC has many functions in the local church under the Discipline of the Methodist
Church in Singapore, which governs our principles, practices and procedures.

These functions include but are not limited to:

« Having oversight of and responsibility for the administration, organisation and
programme of the church

« Initiating and executing the planning process, establishing objectives, adopting goals
and programme plans

o Authorising action, determining policy

» Providing ongoing and regular evaluation and review of the mission and ministries of
the church

 Making proper and adequate provision for the financial needs of the church

The PPRSC is not part of the LCEC. It looks after all matters with regard to the
appointment of pastors and staff employed by TMC.

S I
.
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1. Victor Seah (Archivist) 2. Ronnie Tan (PPRSC member) 3. Keegan Ong (Associate Lay Leader, Mandarin
Service) 4. Woon Tai Keat (Church Treasurer) 5. Eugene Koh (Asst Church Treasurer) 6. Hum Sin Hoon 7.
(Discipleship & Nurture) 7. Sim Cher Khee (Prayer & Intercession) 8. Lee Park Ming (Lay Executive Staft)

9. Wong Ting Ling (Property Management) 10. Paul Ng (Outreach & Social Concerns) 11. P Sathiasingam
(Honorary Steward) 12. Andy Chew (Lay Leader) 13. Kevin Lowe (Local Preacher) 14. Richard Seng (Associate
Lay Leader) 15. George Sathiasingam (Children’s Ministry) 16. Kwa Kiem Kiok (Local Preacher) 17. Ong

Hon Yuh ( Finance) 18. Patricia Tan (Worship & Music) 19. Emily Tan (Youth Ministry) 20. Rev Alvin Chan
(Pastor-in-Charge) 21. Rev Peter Goh (Pastor) 22. Wee Eng Hock (Pastoral Care Ministry) 23. Lim Leong Suing
(Glowing Years Ministry) 24. Colin Yip (Small Groups) 25. Daniel Hum (Young Adults) 26. Khor Tong Hong
(Honorary Steward) 27. Denisa Chin (Church Administrator) 28. Lim Sue Yien (Recording Secretary, Reserve
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference) 29. Debbie Tng (PPRSC member) 30. Caroline Lim (PPRSC member) 31.
Tricia Tong (Communications) 32. William Goh (LCEC Chairman, Lay Delegate to the Annual Conference) 33.
Judy Yip (Honorary Steward) 34. Katherine Loh (Women’s Society of Christian Service) 35. Pamela Woo (TMC
Kindergarten)

(Not in picture)

Rev Dr Kang Ho Soon (Pastor until end 2014), Ang Poh Kit (Associate Lay Leader), Chew Kim Ling (Associate
Lay Leader, Witness & Evangelism), Paul Chong (Governance, Lay Delegate to the Annual Conference), Kelvin
Tan (Vice-Chairperson of LCEC, Missions), Lim Choo Siang (Capt, 47th Coy, Boys’ Brigade), Lee Hui Ling (Capt,
55th Coy, Girls’ Brigade), Robert Yeo (PPRSC Chairperson, Lay Delegate to the Annual Conference), Pang Khang
Chau (PPRSC member), Alice Lim (Lay Ministry Staft), Eddie Goh (Local Preacher, Lay Ministry Staff), Claire
Lowe (Lay Executive Staff, Reserve Lay Delegate to Annual Conference), Jestyn Koh (Lay Executive Staff, Reserve
Lay Delegate to Annual Conference), Violet Khor (Local Preacher), Jacob Cheng (Local Preacher), Ang Hern

Shung (Local Preacher).
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All the Way from Shanghai el T
l} U* 0429 ;* |L¥ 0 5 0
Dear Preacher Eddie and Rebekah \‘i__:_f>x | jnf:?‘i—i* :

Peace be with you! How are you?

Our apologies for not having written to you for a long time. This has mainly been because of our busy schedules.
I (Hu Jun) have been appointed as the choir’s tenor solo and its chairman, and we practise every Wednesday. In
Shanghai, there are three services every Saturday and Sunday. In addition, we attend cell group on Thursdays. I
also have to attend to my clients’ technical issues overseas. All this busy-ness has contributed towards the delay
in writing to you. Nonetheless, the main reason for not writing has been ... laziness! Do forgive me!

I miss both of you, the pastors and the brothers and sisters at Trinity Methodist Church, just as I (Yunxia) miss
my maiden family. Every day, I pray for the Father to take care and protect all of you. Although we are separated
by thousands of miles, I remember everyone dearly in my heart.

On 13 Mar 14, I (Hu Jun) took a trip to Jiangsu for work. Just as I was settling down to dinner, I felt an unusual
pain in my chest. The pain remained for a very long time. I sensed that the pain was related to my blood vessels.
The pain lasted till 9pm that night, and it felt as if my heart was being squeezed and pulled. A friend who was
with me discovered that I was unwell, and took me to the local hospital. I was merely given a bottle of medicine
as the local hospital was not equipped to treat me.

When I returned to the hotel, I began to pray to Jesus, saying:

“Lord, I have put myself entirely in Your hands since I believed in Your Name.
You are the only God, my All in all. If you are calling me home to be with You,
I will go with You gladly. If You intend to heal me, I promise that
I will serve You forever until the day I see Your glorious face.

I prayed silently after that and I calmed down slowly. I became groggy and actually fell asleep.

At 4am, I awoke'tg find myself sitting on the floor. My chest did not feel as much pain as before. I went to bed
and slept till 7Zam. When I woke, I thanked God for giving me a new day. After breakfast, I set off for Shanghai
and upon arrival, checked into a hospital. The attending doctor was shocked, and immediately treated my case
as an emergency. He told myswife that I was likely to die on the operating table, and that he had never
encountered a patient like me who, in full control of his faculties, had endured a long distance trip from Jiangsu
to Shanghai, despite 90 per cent bloekages-in-his coronary arteries.

I said to the doctor loudly: “I am a Christian!” I was the quickest to recover in the ward of patients, and to
recover well. I became a case study for the trainee doctors who were sent to interview me.

Preacher Eddie, I know it is the power of Abba Father and the Lord Jesus Christ which was demonstrated in
me. I will serve the Lord forever. I will be a vessel for His use, and I pray that He will use me. I will worship and
praise the Lord forever. He has given me every bone, blood vessel and muscle in my body. He will never forsake
me, and I cannot leave the Lord. I love Him very much, and this will be forevermore. Amen! Thank you both

for praying for me. The Lord’s grace is always so limitless and mysterious. It is my honour to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please send our regards to Brother Xu, Sister Wei, Brother Yanxi. Please thank everyone.

Hu Jun and Xu Yunxia
23 June 2014
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. A Filipina fellowship has blossomed in the midst of Tai

E Hwan residential estate.

SG Cornect

% On a warm Friday evening, I was welcomed by the
. members of this care group. Four of them are from

the beautiful province of Ilo Ilo, made famous by the

award-winning movie of the same name.

-~

~ Nanette has two teenage boys back home. Rhoda has
| a boy and a girl, both of whom are in their early 20s.

. Jolinda and Cindy are single. They have also embraced
| Chelit, a mother of two young boys, aged three and six,

-

and Rosalinda who has three boys and a girl. This small
group used to meet in the park of the Serangoon Gar-
den estate, but it was not ideal as the gathering could
be disrupted by inclement weather.

= God touched the heart of Jolinda’s employer, Auntie
Nancy Ng who opened her house for the Filipina fel-
. lowship. Auntie Nancy is a spritely 82-year-old who
lives alone.

la She tells me that, as a pioneer in the estate, she has spe-
. cial privileges. With a twinkle in her eye, she smiles
SEZ and tells me how she approaches her new and usually

] younger neighbours to let their domestic helpers share
©=* ' the snacks prepared by Jolinda. Soon after, she gamely
join the Filipina fellowship in her home. Auntie Nancy
encourages the group to use her large kitchen to cook

== " their favourite food and to use her home for celebra-
tions too. On these special occasions, they are joined S

by Filipino pastor Dodjie Cargando.

What gave Auntie Nancy the idea of letting Jolinda and

: her friends gather in her house? She noticed that some

i of them would meet in the afternoon on weekends in

.J the park just in front of her house. However, they were

a at the mercy of the weather and had to disperse if it

was too humid, and they were unable to gather if it

';,q rained. So she suggested to Jolinda, her helper of 11

~ years, that she invite her Filipina friends home for fel-

lowship. Whenever Jolinda cooks up a storm, Aunty

. Nancy would share the Filipino snacks and food with

the other helpers. The bonding that takes place is im-

measurable and they too become part of the fellow-
. ship, with their employers’ blessings.

A FILIPINA FELLOWSHIP
—

CECTEATEEYS SUEESRIDEY e R

persuades these neighbours to allow their helpers to |

2B i
'
' y
- J.

D, B G~ ittty Beitittein, A it i’
Cindy works for the family next door to Aunty Nancy,
@ and Rosalinda is just two doors away. It is not just the
I proximity that ties them together. It is the camarade-
rie and ultimately the passion and love of Christ that
brought the group together. They were led by Sister
| Rowena when I met them. As the small group leader,
Sister Rowena is a dedicated servant of God. During
‘ our brief encounter, she was focused and refused to be
distracted by unimportant small talk. Jolinda updated
that the baton will be passed to the new leader, Nemia,
who travels by bus from Clementi to the estate. As Ne-
mia needs to be mindful not to miss the last bus, the
group starts at 9pm every Friday. However, to take the
stress off having to run for the last bus, Aunty Nancy |
2 has on occasion offered Nemia the taxi fare for a safe
ride back to Clementi.
I Do you miss your family? Do you miss food from
home? Do you just miss someone to talk to in Taga-

log? Join the care group at Auntie Nancy’s home at Tai

Hwan Grove.

I Perhaps you have a Filipina helper who could be bless-

ed by this fellowship. Or have you been touched to

in touch with Park Ming at parkming@tmc.org.sg and
# let us help you get started.

! May you be richly blessed just like Auntie Nancy.

.

C ristmas at Aunty Nancy’s. Aunty Nancy is in the
l blue and white floral top.

More hout small groups et TMG can be found af vev.
tme.org.sq/smallgrouphtml. Or contaet Park Ming at
parkming@tme-org:sq, or-through-the church office

open your house to nurture another fellowship? Get |7
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DISCIPLESHIP -
A DEADLY BUSINESS

a

b} T ricion /!'onra



22

“Let my heart be broken by
the things that break the
heart of God.” - Bob Pierce

“Discipleship is deadly”

One might be forgiven for thinking that many beat
a hasty retreat on seeing that opening slide at the
Discipleship Conference on 27 Sep 14.

It was certainly not a message for the faint-hearted.

But the more than 80 disciples who thronged the
Emmanuel Hall that morning hung on to their seats
and to every word.

Keynote speaker, Pastor Alvin, reminded the
attendees of the crucifixion of the apostle Peter
in Rome - upside down; Thomas who was run
through by a lance in the East Indies; Matthew who
was slain with a sword in a distant city in Ethiopia;
Paul beheaded in Rome by the Emperor Nero after
various bouts of torture and persecution. There are
even more gruesome stories of Christian martyrs.

What are the marks of a Christian disciple?

“Obedience”

“Follower of Christ”

“Practise what the Teacher teachers”

“Walk righteously”

These were some of the (tentative) calls from the
attendees when asked about the marks of a disciple.

Pastor Alvin taught that a disciple loves God,
imitates Christ, is Spirit-led, loves others and is a
maker of disciples.

It all sounded simple enough but like Colin Yip
said: “We all know these things mark us out as
disciples. They aren’t new. It is the doing of these
things, especially making disciples, that is the
challenge”

As a maker of other disciples, we need one
other. We need to be the community and to set the
environment for one other. We can also choose
to be a companion connected for a season in
another person’s life. We can indeed have different
companions in different seasons, for our companion

should also go on to be connected to another, to walk
with and spur another on to love and good works. A
maker of disciples is also a coach, someone who has
walked farther down the road of discipleship, and is
willing to be present to guide someone else along.
Emily Tan, the youngest Conference panellist,
likened making disciples to Lego building blocks.
She said: “We are building blocks for one another. We
are interconnected in our faith in Jesus.”

“As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him
and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,”
he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?...
[1 have kept the commandments] since I was a
boy.”... “One thing you lack,” [Jesus] said. “Go, sell
everything you have and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow
me.” At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad,
because he had great wealth. (Mk 10:17-22)

Pastor Alvin probably spoke everyone’s thoughts
when he outlined the challenges of today’s disciple.
No, it wasn't the sordid end of the Christian
martyrs. The battle which today’s disciple faces is
that discipleship is not instantaneous, not attractive,
not intuitive, not progressive and not urgent. The
approach for winning this war? Taking the offensive
through patience and perseverance, selfless living,
devotional living, simple living and focussed living.
These intangible strategies for deepening one’s
spiritual maturity, however, sit awkwardly with our
instant noodle, I-need-more-RAM-in-my-computer
lifestyles.

Will we - like the rich man - simply walk away
from a victorious discipleship journey in and with
Christ just because the road is hard?

It is encouraging to note that a number of the
attendees have already decided to join disciple
groups, or help make disciples, or do both. Others
are thinking hard about what they need to do next,
and plan to talk to someone about their discipleship
journey.

Debbie Tng, another Conference panellist,
described the discipleship process like exercising to
lose weight. The start of any exercise regime is tough,
but if the goal is clear, one will persevere towards
it. Perhaps one might take three steps forward only
to go two steps back, but that’s still a net of one step
forward!



Barriers to Discipleship

Remedies

Not instantaneous

Patience and perseverance

Not attractive

Selfless living

Not intuitive

Devotional living

Not progressive

Simple living

Not urgent

Focused living

The Discipleship Roadmap

The new Roadmap which was launched at the
Conference offers recommendations of materials
for a journey of discipleship in Christ (see excerpt
overleaf. The complete Roadmap is available at the
iSunday Counter or outside the Emmanuel Hall). It
is for the disciple himself, and for the disciple who
is ready to make disciples. Its focus is to develop a
Christ-centric Spirit-empowered disciple who makes
other disciples. It is not about getting a church-goer
to complete all the materials within a particular
timeframe.

As the panel moderator, Hum Sin Hoon, said:
“Discipleship is not about choosing some bible study
material, and a few months later, exclaiming a loud
hurrah because you've finished it.”

“Good is the enemy of great.” - (Jim Collins,
“Good to Great: Why Some Companies Make the
Leap... and Others Don’t”)

The church is judged on her disciple-making. The
church may have several programmes and activities,
all of which are good. But the Enemy of “Great” is
“Good”.

What does this mean? It means that if we have to
choose between making disciples and carrying out
ten other church events, making disciples should
be given priority, however “good” those ten other
church events might be. Making disciples is “great”,
and therefore “good” needs to take a backseat.

What a refreshing outlook on church ministry
from Pastor Alvin!

On who should be your mentor:

“You don’t have to look for a Michelin-
star chef to teach you how to cook.”
— Richard Seng

“Leadership (Mentorship) is a two-
way relationship — we learn from each
other”

— Lim Yuet Lin

loving ‘learning - leading
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TMC
DISCIPLESHIP
ROADMAP

Many roadmaps have been written and designed. But none are ends in themselves.
There is no single man-designed method for becoming or making a disciple in Christ.
We offer a roadmap for your journey of discipleship in Christ.

You may be a new Christian in which case you might like to start with the GIC series.
Equally, you may have been a Christian for the last twenty years and still feel like you
should start with the GIC series.

Likewise, you may be ready to disciple someone. But whilst doing the HQ series, you

realise that you need to return to the 2:7 series to refresh yourself on cultivating the
disciple’s inner life so that you can better help the person you are discipling.

You should not be overly-concerned about completing all the materials within a particular
time frame. Your focus should simply be to develop as a Christ-centric Spirit-empowered
disciple who makes other disciples.



Cultivating the
Disciple’s Inner Life:
The Colossians 2:7 Series

Maturing the Disciple’s /
Daily Walk: The Design for /
Discipleship (DFD) Series
/

/
4
. . 4
Anchoring & Nurturing
the Disciple: /
The Growing-in-Christ I ~
N

(GIC) series

Christ-centric
Spirit-empowered
Disciple

Discipling the Next
Generation:

The Real-Life
Discipleship (RLD)
Series

Discipleship Through
Solitude and Silence:
Experience-The-Life
(ETL) Series

|
I
I
I
I
Discipleship Through |
Relational Mentoring:
The High Quest (HQ) Series I
I
I
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ANCHORING & NURTURING THE DISCIPLE:
THE GROWING-IN-CHRIST (GIC) SERIES

For both new and growing Christians, this series assures the disciple of
his salvation, and establishes the disciple’s foundation in Christian living
(e.g. prayer, victory, forgiveness, guidance). In 13 weeks, the disciple will
be nurtured through instruction in learning to put Christ first, His Strength,
the Word, love, giving, the church, good works and witnessing.

CULTIVATING THE DISCIPLE’S INNER LIFE:
THE COLOSSIANS 2:7 SERIES

The 2:7 Series is discipleship training for the disciple who is cultivating
his inner life. The disciple will learn spiritual disciplines and practise skills
while experiencing spiritual growth. Topics include quiet time options,
ways to meditate on Scripture, developing Scripture memory, cultivating
a devotional life through prayer, how to sharpen and tell a personal
salvation story, and other skill-based topics.

MATURING THE DISCIPLE’S DAILY WALK:
THE DESIGN FOR DISCIPLESHIP (DFD)
SERIES

This material is being used and continues to be studied by a number
of TMC disciples. The series establishes core values for growth and
maturity. Topics include identity in Christ, empowerment through spiritual
disciplines, priority and Lordship, biblical character, foundations for faith,
and biblical perspectives for global vision.
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DISCIPLESHIP THROUGH
SOLITUDE AND SILENCE:
EXPERIENCE-THE-LIFE (ETL) SERIES

It's easy to say we long to become more like Christ. But just how do we

i make Jesus part of everything we do? This series deals with mature

issues like transformation of the mind by dwelling on Scripture, leading
to changed behaviour. It gives instruction on how to conquer temptation
and instead, pursue deliverance from temptation. The series also
teaches the disciple-discipler to love and minister as Jesus did by living
in obedience to God, and to avoid leadership traps.

DISCIPLESHIP THROUGH

RELATIONAL MENTORING:
g THE HIGH QUEST (HQ) SERIES

The major themes of this series are: Know Christ Deeply, Reflect Christ
Authentically, and Reproduce Christ Intentionally. They represent the

vertical relationship with God, our inner relationship with ourselves, and
our outward relationship with those both inside and outside the Kingdom.
Discipleship is a direction rather than a destination. These three pursuits
establish the direction for a lifetime of following Christ.

DISCIPLING THE NEXT GENERATION:
THE REAL-LIFE DISCIPLESHIP (RLD)
SERIES

Real-Life Discipleship explains what should happen in the life of every
Christian. It recovers the vision for small group ministry, and teaches

e that, from every small group, there should emerge an army of believers

dedicated to seeing the world saved. The overriding goal of this series is
to train disciples who know how to make more disciples.
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- We have spent this past year looking through the
- Psalms especially as a way of deepening our per-
sonal and corporate prayer lives. As we struggle

| with the challenges and questions of life and living,

the Psalms help us to articulate our feelings and
express them to God. What are the implications of
~ that statement - that we can throw our questions to

~ God? As a Christian I find it deeply comforting and

meaningful that I am in relationship with a God

~ who can answer and absorb these emotions. So let

us now reflect on who this God of the Psalms is. I
will do this by reflecting again on the Psalms that
I have discussed previously. However, the princi-
ples shared and involved here are applicable to all
Psalms.

Imprecatory Psalms “May all who gloat
over my distress be put to shame and con-
fusion” (Ps 35:26)

To be able to express our honest deep feelings of
injustice and anger, and to know that God will be
able to absorb these feelings tells us that God is so
much bigger than we are. He is not going to be an-
gry with us because we feel this way and that we
express those emotions to Him. God’s love for us
transcends our human feelings and His gracious-
ness means that He can listen to the cries of our
hearts without judging us for having such strong
negative emotions as to wish enemies ill. We do
not have to be on our best behaviour with God, or
. just say the pure and holy things. We can let rip, say
exactly what we feel and know that God will con-
tinue to accept us.

Laments “Hear my cry for help, my King
and my God, for to you | pray” (Ps 3:2)

When we are down in the dumps, we are comforted
when someone just sits with us, without giving ad-
vice or forcing us to get out of our feelings. Even
when we are inclined to wallow in our negativity,
.| the Lord is kind, gentle and patient and will sit with
us for as long as it takes. However, we also know
" that the Lord is the best person to sit and listen to

us, because He is also able to act and help us. So we
can wail and cry until we are spent.

Wisdom Psalms “Blessed are those who
fear the Lord, who find great delight in his
commands” (Ps 112:1)

We can draw strength and courage from the fact
that God is all wise, not just over our personal af-
fairs but as Creator of the whole world. Paul says,
“Oh the depths of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judg-
ments and his paths beyond tracing out!” (Romans
11:33). Reading the newspapers these days can be
depressing, as so often it seems as if evil has the
upper hand. The wisdom in Psalms remind us that
on the contrary, God is very much in control and is
sovereign over the whole world.

Salvation history “He did miracles in the
sight of their ancestors in the land of
Egypt, in the region of Zoan. He divided
the sea and led them through” (Ps 78:12-
13)

It is a good discipline and practice to remember
what God has done for us, both individually and
as a faith community. We have God at the centre
of our world view; not only a loving and faithful
Father, but also a mighty and powerful Creator and
Sustainer who wrought miracles and can heal and
change circumstances. That is why we can pray,
both spontaneously and using the Psalms. The

" broad, deep and wide nature and character of God

is who we cling on to, especially in times of trou-
ble. And indeed because of all these characteristics
and his nature;s gonly one who is worthy of




o2 & AT R I

T

30

WS A RS & 20 MR, AR — A BT S B
F, OHARTAT, WMAKLSHFARNE, E5E |
HELHEE—HEF, BARTLEMATE, 4§ (R
Gk B, BAEER, R FE6, AV EBLE; T 9
b FRAG AL ERY (F12: 1)
FAIMFARLLRER, RKe, BRAEF LI —
FAA SR FE A, M-I F A R R IR, R
2483 AT Ade WUR? KR AL B A B 5 SUAL IR AL F AR AT
B, AEA—RITRBREH, LHAAFEXRAMETHES, X
ARMAARBRIGRE, AMAERZGRFHRMTRIL
P
AAHBFLITEFLIL @ LR “FT, RIFE
IR BT 25 3R, 69 B AR FAAT, ™ R A ) — 1% R/ AT —
o U EIRHA R ITAZ GRS —, AT,
e KA EHHAT R, ERAVF AHARERG 1142 2T 2N
BE O]

BTG5 ERRBEFARAG IR “BAHAAER
BK, #hLeT, FREGTFEABRKAK, ~ (T
8: 34) AALWITERMLEAFAATHTFE, Amd
AR 5 AR A F ST Segm B A, 1 FFFH
fa, FEFHOGRE, AREREFRL,

R 4 RAAREFER? LA AN P AL,
SAERAIA, RIEABRE, AR, AeFES

- EERANAMEE, TRBZIFOE, FHA X

- BAFER, GBS, LW E A5 L%
- VAR TARRAM ) F Ak, bAY S sk

- A TARFM BT EN, REISNE T L

S ARME ARG R, BRI RE R EH AW F L ~
oy Esst, BXIP, HFAT, RAKHFOK QI J
- — RMRT, AT FEA TR R

- N

F A b A KA R EAE T 8, A
DR, RbE, RE, RABCHE A



30

— | RV
SRR WA

N IR

)

-AAEARRE B VIR FE S S — A iEAEE W
S -

- RBEANKEE, RE—SHE, ABBMLF
R Y

- KAV E 5N, EANNELSHERA ST
AW ELRE G

- ERTREBIAIA, FELERANE, REE
Fe 5 AR, E5FRRHIRE

BAVH ETGEBL B I LA, B AR 6 5
TR BRRRGES GRS, BRERA G AR
Wy F 5 ALk A LB R 69 S, L RAEREZ S
4T, WFARSRAH F4L 08, BHFZIY
BIRE AT R, SR EAMAR AL L TR AR,
A EATREER, H EAE E4FILIE,

ik KAV G A BAVG F k5
FENTERL] KRR ERMNGT R, KKK
BEMANAS/ R0, HBERMN—8 T L, 5140
EMEEAE X, ERMBEIS, T, RE,
RA M B, ARG RE R L2 W72 169
R AR TR SO AR, MABFE R KZ, FE
IRERAFAEAG LK, FTIT)

RE, B LR GE—ANBEGBIR, #RA VA
T A &wt, R ERSFTEE, B
B AT 69645 K, dodE 4 AR AN B P 69 A
F, MEHS, TARRAE, BE—ALFENN
B, ¥RAESBEMHGRBAOZEE

Many devoted believers desire to do something that
pleases God, including changing themselves or joining
a ministry team. Although it is a beautiful thing to
participate in various acts of service, the apostle Paul also
encouraged Christians to offer their bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God; Paul said that this was
true and proper worship (Rom 12:1).

Serving the Lord and others should be a happy
endeavour for the believer. However, it often happens
that the believer becomes disillusioned after a period
of service, if the path of service is difficult and lonely. I
have wondered why this is so. I have also observed some
brothers and sisters who have no good testimony to offer
despite serving more and more. There are some who give
up serving, and others who leave the church because of
frictions with others. This is a sad state of affairs. Why is
this so common in a community that claims to be Spirit-
filled?

In John’s Gospel, Jesus prays: “I will remain in the
world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power
of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may
be one as we are one.” (Jn 17:11). Prior to his arrest, the



Lord Jesus prayed fervently to the Father for he
saw that there was no unity amongst the disciples.
As Christ’s disciples, we cannot neglect Jesus’
passionate plea.

Jesus taught the people and his disciples saying:
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me.”
(Mk 8:34). The disciple of today not only does not
carry his cross, but introduces many of society’s ills
and worldly ways into the church.

Those who are guilty of doing so are in serious
want of God’s forgiveness for causing the holy bride
of Christ to put on soiled clothes.

And what are society’s ills? They are the old
wineskins of our human nature.

- Ordering others around, fear of being taken
advantage of, blowing with the wind, being self-
righteous

- Desiring man’s praise, rejecting constructive
suggestions, being arrogant and proud

- Trampling over one’s brothers and sisters in
Christ while at the same time purporting to serve
and witness for the Lord

- Prioritising other things including family over
God

- Limiting expenditure on outreach endeavours
just to maintain a surplus in the coffers

- Succumbing to the flesh so as to look at the work
of church ministry with a worldly view

- Forming cliques, isolating oneself, puffing
oneself up, despising the other parts of the body of
Christ

- Complaining and never being contented

There are however some believers who are worthy
role models.

- They serve faithfully with all their heart, soul,
mind and strength

- No task is too daunting for them because they
love others, and unite with fellow believers to
spread the Gospel

- They do not covet man’s praise but serve God
wholeheartedly in all that they do

- They seek first His kingdom and righteousness,
and they know that God’s will and direction
transcends that of men

- They do not criticise others, but instead often
build up others with their words. They are humble

and gentle in their relationships with others, and
they serve joyfully.

We cannot help but live in this fallen world. It
takes great determination and perseverance to
reject society’s ills. May Jesus bless us with keen
spiritual eyes. May we always think before we act.
Let Jesus’ teachings be engraved in our hearts. Let
us act in the Holy Spirit's power. We shall not be
stained by the world, but we shall fight battles for
the Lord, and be faithful witnesses for Him.

Let us pray for our service to God:

Abba Father, please forgive our wrongs. Please
search your servant’s heart, and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. Lead us in the path of service.
May we serve with all our heart, soul, mind and
strength. Change us so that we may have eyes
only for Your glory and Your perfect example. We
pray all this in Jesus’ Holy Name, now and forever.
Amen!

May the body of Christ whom God loves always
have the tolerance of the church in Ephesus, the
steadfastness of the church in Thyatira in holding
onto truth and obeying God’s commands to the
end, the passion of the church in Philadelphia, often
in self-reflection. May every disciple who serves
gain a crown of glory from God.
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REGISTRATION FOR BIBLE STUDY
AND TEACHING ON

THE BOOK OF NUMBERS
(FACILITATOR: REV PETER GOH)

PURSUE A FAIITH THAT COUNTS

God‘s people were preparing to enter the Promised Land. Yet
the book of Numbers holds a big statistic: while God longed
for millions of Israelites to enter Canaan, only two people
from an entire generation would arrive there.

The study of Numbers explores how disobedience can hold
us back from God’s best and encourages us to pursue a life
that counts.

« Cost of materials: $10 (UP. $14.50) after GYM subsidy per participant - Commencement
of class: 21 Jan 2015 (every 3rd Wednesday of the month from 10.00 am -11.30 am @
The Upper Room) - Number of Bible lessons: 8 sessions « Registration closes on 23 Nov
2014 - For enquiries, please contact: Mrs Lim Leong Siung at 9151-9117 /

Mrs Shirley Lee at 9697-6341
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Jil |
Novembey and |Jecempber 2014

DNA of our Faith - a /look %into the big quostignsﬁi“_.
of our faith/apologZetice

2/ Novl- Why/does Jod allow sufferins/evil?

9, Nov - Age Group/ Breakouts

16| Nov - Do/ all relifions lead to the same place?
23 Nov -  [Sgfence & Christianity

30/ Nov - 'Community Sunday

'7/Deg - Youth Camp Prayer MeetinZ (for the camper
(and our friends)

, 10 +-13 Degc- Youth Camp ‘D.-GREATER

" f1hk, 21, 28 Des P Youth MinietPy in regess




CREDITS

Pastors

Rev Alvin Chan

Rev Dr Kang Ho Soon
Rev Peter Goh

Editorial Committee
AmandaYong  Lim SueYien
SamuelWong  Rose Tan
Shuwen Koh  Tricia Tong
Vinitha Jayaram

Designers
Guo Xiao Rong
Ellen Li

Ng Xin Nie

Photographers

Andrew Chong Caroline Lim
GK Tay Jason Tang
Raymond Seah

Resource
All-free-download.com
zcool.com.cn

Printer
Lithographic Print House Pte Ltd

Views expressed in the Saltshaker belong
to the contributors and do not necessarily
reflect that of the church or the Methodist
Church of Singapore. Materials may only
be reproduced with permission from the
editorial team.




